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RESUMEN 

 

La presente investigación analiza los episodios del famoso podcast Serial de Sarah Koenig 

para tratar de definir las características del nuevo fenómeno del audio digital. Múltiples 

autores consideran a Serial un punto de quiebre en la breve historia del podcasting, por su 

resaltante estilo narrativo y su excelente producción independiente. Es por ello que este 

podcast funciona como un gran caso de estudio para la popularización del audio digital y la 

nueva tendencia del audio narrativo en línea. 

 

Palabras clave: Podcast, radio, internet, comunicación, narrativa 
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Analysis of the podcast Serial as the main exponent of narrative podcasting 

ABSTRACT 

 

This investigation analyzes the episodes of the famous podcast Serial by Sarah Koenig to try 

to define the characteristics of the new phenomenon of digital audio. Multiple authors 

consider Serial a turning point in the brief history of podcasting, because of its remarkable 

narrative style and excellent independent production. Thus, this podcast works as a great 

case study for the popularization of digital audio and the new trend of online narrative audio. 

 

 

Keywords: Podcast, radio, internet, communication, narrative 
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1 INTRODUCCIÓN 

1.1 Situación problemática 

 Todo comenzó con la radio. Voz y música eran transmitidos por primera vez a una 

velocidad que nunca se había logrado antes. La radio fue el primer medio masivo que se 

utilizó y que era infaltable para cualquier persona que quiera mantenerse informada. Luego 

llegó la televisión y el internet, las costumbres y los tiempos cambiaron. Entonces, los 

expertos y los medios pronosticaban la muerte de la radio. Ya no había espacio para un 

artefacto que no brinda ni imagen ni movimiento. Hasta que llegaron los podcasts. 

 

Pasamos de sentarnos a mirar la radio al multitasking. Y por eso están ganando 

terreno los podcasts: puedes escucharlos mientras vas en bus al trabajo, sacando a pasear a 

tu perro, yendo a hacer las compras. El primer podcast fue creado por Adam Curry y Dave 

Winer en el 2004, cuando el primero usó una especificación del formato RSS para incluir 

archivos adjuntos. Tenían la idea de hacer “blogging con su propia voz” y “sindicalizar la 

radio”. En ese momento, ni los podcasts se llamaban podcasts. Se llamaban publicaciones 

de audio para blog. El término podcast surgió después en un artículo llamado “Audible 

revolution” (Revolución auditiva) que detallaba el inicio del fenómeno del podcasting. En 

este artículo de The Guardian, el periodista Ben Hammersly analizaba dos razones del éxito 

de los podcasts: los iPods de Apple y la tecnología barata que se podía utilizar para crearlos. 

Así nació el término podcast: una “contracción de las palabras Pod (personal on demand) y 

broadcast (transmisión)”.  

 

Pero ese era el tiempo cuando escuchar un podcast aún costaba un poco de trabajo: 

debías bajar el audio en mp3 y transferirlo a tu equipo, para recién poder escucharlo donde 

quieras. El podcasting aún era conocido por pocos y como la revista Wired lo define, era 

hecho por geeks para geeks. En 2005 se amplió el mercado cuando Apple lanzó Apple 

Podcasts, una aplicación que te permite suscribirte a cualquier podcast con un clic. Luego 

Apple lo hizo de nuevo, cuando permitió por primera vez a los usuarios descargar contenido 

de audio On the go gracias a la tecnología 3G de los smartphones. Después de eso, todos 

podían y querían tener un podcast: era la radio democratizada: hasta el expresidente de los 

Estados Unidos George W. Bush compartía un mensaje semanal en formato podcast.  
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Y gracias a estos eventos pudo triunfar Serial: el podcast que marcó el pase de audio 

digital a las masas. El famoso podcast del 2014 tiene como temática central una investigación 

periodística sobre el asesinato de Hae Min Lee, una estudiante de secundaria, y la posibilidad 

de que Adnan Syed, su pareja sentimental, sea el culpable de su muerte. Serial nació de la 

mente de Sara Koenig, una periodista que había trabajado ya en proyectos radiales como 

This American Life (ahora también convertido en un exitoso podcast) y que con su 

creatividad logró impulsar el podcasting. La novedad de Serial era la manera en la que se 

mezclaban conversaciones telefónicas, entrevistas con la policía y amigos de la víctima, 

música y grabaciones de archivo. Serial fue el podcast que más rápido alcanzó los 5 millones 

de descargas y streams en la historia de Apple y el primero de su tipo en provocar discusiones 

y debates cotidianos. Las personas hablaban de este podcast como cualquiera hablaría de 

Shakira o The Avengers. Fue el primer éxito verdaderamente masivo del podcasting, y el que 

inició su onda expansiva.  

 

En la actualidad, los consumidores de audio digital tienen acceso gratuito a más de 

660 000 podcasts distintos y 28 millones de episodios para escoger. Por ello, el podcast se 

ha ganado el nombre de radio a la carta: cada uno puede encontrar el podcast que más le 

calce y sobre temas inmensamente distintos. Por ejemplo, en la app de Podcast de Apple 

puedes suscribirte a Unsolved Murders, un podcast de Parcast Media sobre crímenes sin 

resolver y, al mismo tiempo, a The Food Programme, un podcast de la BBC dedicado a la 

comida. Y ahora también puedes vivir de hacer podcasts. Los programas más lucrativos 

pueden ganar hasta 90 mil dólares al año y las opciones cada vez crecen más (Podcast.co, 

2018). Los podcasts más escuchados usualmente tienen un anuncio al inicio, al intermedio 

y al final, por los cuales sus productores ganan regalías. Además, Según Forbes (2018) la 

industria del podcasting está pronosticada a crecer en oyentes, productores de contenido y 

anunciantes. 

 

Por otra parte, gracias a la expansión cultural del podcasting, lo que había sido un 

fenómeno nacido en Estados Unidos y en su mayoría en el idioma inglés, empezó a 

transmitirse en varios otros lenguajes. Los podcasts en español empezaron a surgir por todos 
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lados y, entonces, se creó Radio Ambulante. Una pareja de latinos radicada en San Francisco 

decidió que era hora de que los podcasts cuenten historias latinoamericanas y que se les 

escuche en su idioma, el español. Carolina Guerrero, una emprendedora colombiana, Daniel 

Alarcón, un conocido periodista peruano asociado de la revista Etiqueta Negra; se 

embarcaron en el proyecto que marcaría la historia de los podcasts en español. Miles han 

escuchado sus crónicas en audio y se han convertido en un referente para esta nueva forma 

de hacer periodismo. Ganaron el premio Gabriel García Márquez en el 2014 y ahora lideran 

también la Escuela Radio Ambulante, cuyo objetivo es formar a los futuros podcasters en 

español.  

 

Por lo expuesto, el podcast ha sido denominado por muchos medios como el futuro 

de la radio, ya que ha obligado a las emisoras tradicionales a diversificarse. Cada vez más 

medios radiales crean su propio podcast o transmiten online su programación radial. Y por 

ello me ha interesado analizar las características del podcast que inició esta ola expansiva: 

Serial. El podcast de Sara Koenig ha sido catalogado como un antes y después en la historia 

del audio online, e incluso como precursor del reciente podcast narrativo. Es, entonces, un 

digno caso de análisis para descubrir el nuevo género narrativo digital. 

 

1.2 Justificación 

 El podcasting se está convirtiendo en un formato que atrae cada vez más a las masas. 

En la actualidad, es un formato llamativo y, en algunos casos, lucrativo para los creadores 

de contenido alrededor del mundo. El podcasting, que comenzó como una fiebre en los 

Estados Unidos, recién tomó protagonismo en Latinoamérica gracias a Radio Ambulante, 

un podcast que se centra en historias latinoamericanas contadas expresivamente y 

explotando los recursos auditivos por los que el podcast se ha vuelto tan amado. 

 

En nuestro país, escuchar audio digital ya es una realidad, pero, por supuesto, por el 

momento no ha sobrepasado el alcance de los medios tradicionales. La mayoría de los 

consumidores de audio digital son adultos. De las 6 millones de personas que consumen este 

contenido en nuestro país, 20,9% tienen entre 25 y 34 años y 34% tienen de 45 años a más. 
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Al igual que la radio, el audio digital está atravesando generaciones y resulta un terreno 

prometedor para los periodistas y content creators. 

 

Por ello, algunos medios peruanos han empezado a explorar este formato con 

iniciativas como La receta de Gastón Acurio y Entendí esa referencia (ambos de RPP), los 

podcasts periodísticos de Convoca Radio y los podcasts independientes que encontramos en 

Spotify, como Moloko Podcast. Es resaltante; sin embargo, que la mayoría de estos podcasts 

carecen de las características de los hits del podcasting: como Serial y Radio Ambulante. Por 

ejemplo, La receta de Gastón Acurio cumple con usar recursos como sonidos, música y una 

buena edición, pero dura apenas 5 minutos. Además, es usado como un micro segmento 

entre los programas periodísticos de RPP y, por lo tanto, no toma protagonismo como 

producto. Entendí esa referencia sí es un podcast hecho para web; sin embargo, dista mucho 

en lo esperado en términos de calidad: la música y la locución a menudo se mezclan y el 

programa mantiene un formato similar al radial. En otras palabras, este podcast no explota 

los recursos narrativos y auditivos que hicieron popular al audio digital: se trata del clásico 

formato talk show, expertos y/o críticos hablando de un tema en específico, sin un guion ni 

mucha edición. En los podcasts de Convoca Radio sucede algo similar, el lenguaje es el 

mismo que se encontraría en un reportaje de televisión y las noticias, y su tratamiento, son 

muchas veces demasiado similares. Por último, Moloko Podcast, utiliza la misma dinámica 

que Entendí esa referencia: expertos hablando del tema que más les apasiona, o en el que se 

basan sus conocimientos y reputación. De nuevo, no se aprovechan los recursos auditivos 

para a narración.  

 

Es allí donde brilla Serial: cada episodio utiliza silencio, locución, efectos de sonido 

y música para matizar la narración, la cual a su vez es expresiva y bastante informal. Es esta 

la hipótesis que busco probar mediante el análisis de la primera y más exitosa temporada del 

podcast, que se ha convertido en un clásico referente del audio digital narrativo. 

1.3 Preguntas de investigación 

1.3.1 Pregunta general  

La pregunta general que hemos definido para esta investigación es: ¿Qué define al podcast 

Serial como el principal exponente del podcasting narrativo?  
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1.3.2 Preguntas específicas  

Las preguntas específicas que hemos definido para este documento son: 

a. ¿Cuáles son las características del uso del lenguaje radiofónico en el podcast Serial? 

b. ¿Cuáles son las características temáticas y de contenido del podcast Serial? 

c. ¿Cuál es el contexto en el que surge el podcast Serial? 

1.4 Objetivos 

1.4.1 Objetivo general 

El objetivo del presente texto será determinar las características del podcast Serial que lo 

catalogan como el principal exponente del podcast narrativo 

1.4.2 Objetivos específicos  

Los objetivos que hemos definido para la investigación son los siguientes: 

a. Identificar las características del uso del lenguaje radiofónico del podcast Serial. 

b. Examinar las características temáticas y de contenido del podcast Serial. 

c. Determinar el contexto en el que surge el podcast Serial. 

2 ESTADO DEL ARTE 

Según el journal Podcasting: Considering the evolution of the medium and its 

association with the word ‘radio’ (Podcasting: Considerando la evolución del medio y su 

asociación con la palabra “radio”), escrito por Richard Berry de la Universidad de 

Sunderland en 2016, el podcast es una extensión de la ya conocida radio. Berry propone lo 

siguiente:  

 

La radio es un animal evolutivo, uno que se ha adaptado al mundo que lo rodea. A 

medida que las tecnologías y los patrones de consumo cambian, la radio ha demostrado 

que puede adaptarse. En este contexto, parecería justo y lógico considerar el podcasting 

como una extensión de la radio. (Berry, 2016) 

En este contexto, el podcast es la radio digital, la radio reinventada. Sin embargo, esta 

no es la tesis central de Berry. El autor considera que, cuando evaluamos cualquier nueva 

tecnología, tendemos a asociarla con las referencias que ya tenemos de otras cosas. Es decir, 

si al encontrarnos con la innovación, buscamos referencias a cosas familiares y cercanas. 

Ese es el caso del podcasting. Usamos como referencia algo que de hecho sí tiene muchas 
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similitudes con el audio digital: la radio. (Berry, 2016) Berry sostiene que, si bien hay rasgos 

del podcasting que son radiogénicos, como la técnica, locución y el concepto del audio sin 

acompañamientos; también existen características totalmente nuevas, desde la forma en la 

que se produce un podcast, hasta la manera en la que los oyentes lo consumen. Por ello, 

Berry considera que no deberíamos clasificar al audio digital simplemente como la nueva 

radio o la radio evolucionada. Según el autor deberíamos considerar las similitudes del 

podcasting y la radio sin olvidar las singularidades del primero. La discusión de nueva radio 

versus nuevo formato, además, ha dividido a muchos autores. Citando a Berry:  

El impacto transformador de las prácticas digitales en la radio ha suscitado muchas 

preguntas sobre la naturaleza del medio como un medio puramente auditivo, 

cuestionando si la radio es 'un medio que se define puramente por su modo de 

transmisión (ondas de radio) o si es algo más matizado que eso” (Berry, 2016) 

      El podcast también difiere de la radio en otros puntos: la radio usualmente se escucha 

como multitask y/o en compañía de otros; mientras que el podcast suele escucharse en 

audífonos y en situaciones en las que la persona está sola. También, el podcast como nuevo 

formato puede dar más espacio a la creatividad:  

Mia Lindgren (...) sugiere que, como plataforma, el podcasting es altamente ventajoso 

para los productores creativos, ya que es un trabajo al que se puede regresar, se puede 

buscar y escuchar más de una vez, lo que puede motivar a los productores a desarrollar 

más matices y producciones más cuidadosamente creadas. (Berry, 2016) 

      Ese es el verdadero objetivo de Richard Berry: ver al podcast como un formato 

nuevo y con sus propias peculiaridades, pero que también toma claras referencias de la radio 

y sus rasgos propios. El autor dice:  

Al hacerlo (ver el podcast como extensión de la radio), podríamos fallar en apreciar los 

valores únicos que existen (propios del podcasting). (...) sugiero que, al considerar los 

podcasts en sus términos, podríamos comenzar a descubrir nuevas verdades sobre el 

medio. (Berry, 2016) 

      La tesis de Berry es esencial para comenzar a hablar de podcasting, ya que debemos 

definir las características de este nuevo formato para poder comprender su impacto en 



13 

 

América Latina. Es importante conocer cómo y cuánto el podcasting está enlazado con la 

radio. Es decir, cuáles son sus similitudes y diferencias.  

 

      Sintonizando el futuro: Radio y producción sonora en el siglo XXI de J. Ignacio 

Gallego Pérez y María Trinidad García Leiva nos presenta otra perspectiva de la relación 

radio-podcasting. Ellos resaltan qué factores han influido en que el fenómeno crezca: 

Esta capacidad de innovar por parte de los usuarios y de crear contenidos ha sido 

perseguida por la radio tradicional generadora de contenidos sonoros. Aun así, seguimos 

observando cómo tecnologías como el streaming o el podcasting han convertido a la 

audiencia tradicional en emisora de contenidos gracias a una conexión de banda ancha 

a Internet, un ordenador y un micrófono. (Gallego y García, 2012) 

      Asimismo, Gallego y García (2012) detallan cómo se mezclan los perfiles del 

comunicador profesional y el amateur, gracias a la nueva facilidad de producción en internet. 

En la actualidad, los creadores pueden acceder a más de una plataforma de audio, como 

iTunes, Spotify o Castbox; al igual que a varios programas de edición gratuitos e intuitivos: 

Por un lado, la tecnología ha permitido la producción sonora de bajo coste (desde los 

editores libres como Audacity a la grabación en movilidad con los nuevos smartphones) 

y la distribución de diferentes maneras (servicios como Radionomy, Saooti o MixLR 

facilitan la creación de Wikiradios o radios en streaming desde un estudio casero). Por 

otro, las redes sociales como Facebook y Twitter han permitido la promoción y difusión 

de estos contenidos.  (Gallego y García, 2012) 

      Gallego y García (2012) mencionan además plataformas como Audioboo o Blaving 

que “han facilitado la grabación y distribución de micro piezas de audio generadas por 

usuarios de Internet, convirtiéndose en una suerte ‘twitters sonoros’”. Entonces, el contenido 

de audio digital se ha diversificado y es cada vez más fácil acceder a él.   

(...) el contenido sonoro generado por los usuarios de diversa procedencia ha comenzado 

a tener cierta influencia en el panorama mediático y a formar parte de la larga cola de 

contenidos que compiten por la atención del oyente. Por último, la fragmentación sonora 

ha influido en la generación de nuevas redes para compartir contenidos, otra forma más 
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de facilitar la creación. (Gallego y García, 2012) 

 

      En tiempos más recientes, PODCASTING GROWS UP: With more than 70 million 

listeners streaming podcasts, Spotify and Pandora duke it out for dominance escrito por 

George Slefo para la revista Advertising Age, describe el panorama actual: los podcasts se 

están convirtiendo en un negocio prometedor y plataformas como Spotify y Pandora, 

primeros en aplicaciones de audio digital, buscan invertir en el formato. George Slefo 

plantea:  

Según las últimas cifras de Edison Research, se estima que 73 millones de personas 

sintonizaron mensualmente en un podcast en 2018, lo que representa un aumento del 2 

por ciento, o casi 1,8 millones de personas, respecto al año anterior. La extensión de los 

altavoces inteligentes, los vehículos conectados y los dispositivos móviles está 

impulsando el crecimiento general del podcasting, según Edison. Mientras tanto, 

algunos oyentes de podcast también se han transformado en los llamados "usuarios 

avanzados" o personas que sintonizan varias veces al mes. Este grupo ha estado 

creciendo cada año, de 3.3 millones en 2013 a 48 millones el año pasado. (Edison 

Research como fue citado por Slefo, 2019) 

      Slefo plantea que la gran ventaja de los podcasts es la diversidad de su demográfica 

y que los dos gigantes del audio digital (Spotify y Pandora) son conscientes del crecimiento 

que puede, y está teniendo, este mercado.  

Aunque el ingreso del podcasting es pequeño, su potencial es enorme: los ingresos por 

publicidad fueron de $314 millones en 2017, un enorme aumento del 86 por ciento 

respecto al año anterior. Para 2020, los ingresos aumentarán a $ 659 millones, según las 

últimas predicciones del Interactive Advertising Bureau. De acuerdo con el IAB, entre 

los oyentes de podcast, la mayoría (67 por ciento) prefieren los anuncios leídos por el 

anfitrión, que normalmente se emiten una vez antes de que comience un programa y 

nuevamente una vez que termine, lo que representa un desafío importante cuando se 

trata de crear suficiente inventario de anuncios a escala”. (Slefo, 2019) 

      A medida que la popularidad de los podcasts crece y su demanda también, aparecen 



15 

 

nuevos retos para los creadores de contenido, resalta el autor. El podcasting se ha convertido 

en un gran potencial de ingresos, que está atrayendo el interés de grandes marcas de 

plataformas y otras que buscan contratos de publicidad. 

      El aporte de Slefo es importante porque representa el potencial de la industria del 

podcasting, no solo como herramienta para medios periodísticos, sino también como un 

formato innovador para el aprovechamiento de los prosumidores. La accesibilidad del 

podcast es uno de los factores que serán determinantes para su consumo y viralización.  

 

      Según el texto Evolución del conocimiento y consumo de podcasts en España e 

Iberoamérica desarrollado por María Blanco Hernández y Alfonso José López Rivero de la 

Universidad Pontificia de Salamanca; Emma Rodero Antón de la Universitat Pompeu Fabra; 

y Luis Enrique Corredera de Colsa Flag Solutions,  

Debido al cambio de los formatos en la distribución de la información y ante 

potenciales escenarios de futuro y el envejecimiento de la industria radiofónica, 

Montse Bonet (2007) manifestaba que no sería descabellado pensar en una futura 

segmentación de los oyentes en función de la tecnología o forma de consumo 

radiofónico: analógico-digital y/o de flujo-bajo demanda. El podcasting es un paso 

más en esta individualización y creación de contenidos, en el que los usuarios tienen 

la inquietud por formar parte activa del proceso comunicativo” (Blanco et al. 2013) 

      En otras palabras, para los autores el podcasting ha respondido a la necesidad de los 

oyentes de escuchar un contenido más personalizado y segmentada, a demanda y en 

cualquier momento que lo requieran. Los medios y formatos en la comunicación se adaptan 

a las necesidades sociales, considerando en el caso de la radio que los consumidores 

demandan más flexibilidad, tanto en el horario como en el lugar de escucha, características 

ofrecidas por los podcasts. Los autores también citan a Berry en la definición del podcasting 

como algo más que la radio reinventada y resaltan el valor del nuevo formato en cambiar el 

funcionamiento de la radio tradicional.  

 

      La tesis principal de Evolución del conocimiento y consumo de podcasts en España 
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e Iberoamérica es, sin embargo, determinar la relación que tienen los encuestados (españoles 

y latinoamericanos) con este nuevo formato que es el podcast. “Los individuos que dicen 

haber escuchado, estar suscritos o haber realizado algún podcast alcanzan porcentajes muy 

bajos, situándose el mayor porcentaje de los que escuchan, están suscritos y realizan podcasts 

en Colombia, Chile, Ecuador, Estados Unidos, El Salvador, España, Guatemala y México, 

estableciéndose así como los países con un porcentaje mayor en cuanto a número de usuarios 

de podcasts”, es lo que definen los resultados de la encuesta realizada en 2008. Los autores; 

no obstante, realizaron un seguimiento a la encuesta realizada y obtuvieron los siguientes 

resultados para el periodo del 2008-2011:  

Puede comprobarse que el conocimiento de los podcasts ha aumentado durante dicho 

periodo en todos los países, el conocimiento unido a la no utilización ha disminuido 

(salvo en Panamá), su escucha se ha incrementado (salvo en Guatemala y Puerto 

Rico), su suscripción también (a excepción de en Bolivia, El Salvador, República 

Dominicana y Uruguay, donde disminuye, y en Panamá, donde no se ha encontrado 

ningún individuo que se encuentre en dicha situación) e igualmente su realización 

(menos en Puerto Rico y Uruguay) (Blanco et al. 2013) 

      Es decir, desde el 2011 se ha dado un crecimiento en el awareness del podcasting 

en países latinoamericanos y, además, se han empezado a producir allí mismo.  Este texto es 

vital para la investigación, pues muestra que el crecimiento que ha tenido el podcasting en 

los Estados Unidos sí se ha dado en Latinoamérica, solo que a menor escala. El podcasting 

es llamativo para las masas, además, porque cada vez menos personas que conocen el 

formato, no lo han consumido. En otras palabras, si alguien conoce el podcasting, es poco 

probable que no sea un oyente. 

 

      En un artículo más reciente, Podcasts and Productivity: A Qualitative Uses and 

Gratifications Study, de Lisa Glebatis Perks y Jacob S. Turner (2018), se busca identificar 

cuáles son los puntos de valor que hacen a un podcast atractivo para el público 

norteamericano. Los resultados, cabe resaltar, son mucho más impactantes que los hallados 

por Evolución del conocimiento y consumo de podcasts en España e Iberoamérica. El 

presente estudio partió del “análisis de cinco focus groups con personas que ‘(a menudo y la 

mayoría de las veces) escucharon al menos un episodio de podcast a la semana’ en los 
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últimos dos meses” (Glebatis y Turner, 2018) 

      Los autores (Glebatis y Turner, 2018) presentan en el artículo sus hallazgos en 

características como experiencias personalizables y tareas múltiples y determinan que la 

difusión de los podcasts se basa en tipologías existentes de compañerismo e interacción en 

las plataformas digitales.    

      Glebatis y Turner (2018), finalmente, arribaron a la siguiente conclusión: 

(...) los podcasts ofrecen un suministro interminable de contenido atractivo que viaja 

con los oyentes, lo que les permite ser "productivos" de diversas maneras físicas y 

de expansión mental. El disfrute se facilita en parte al establecer conexiones con los 

anfitriones y otros oyentes. (Glebatis y Turner, 2018) 

      Por otra parte, el ensayo The PodcastRE Project: Curating and Preserving Podcasts 

(and their Data) de Jeremy Wade Morris, Samuel Hansen, y Eric Hoyt pone en contexto al 

podcasting actual de la siguiente manera: 

El podcasting tiene apenas 15 años como medio y práctica; sin embargo, ya ha marcado 

el comienzo de una explosión de producción cultural amateur y profesional. Ahora hay 

más de 525,000 transmisiones de podcast y cerca de 18.5 millones de episodios 

individuales en más de 100 idiomas (Locker como fue citado en Morris, Hansen y Hoyt, 

2019)  

 

      Morris et al. (2019) también resaltan cómo la diversidad de podcasts permite que 

ahora haya uno para casi cualquier tema, desde un programa de lucha libre como 

Wrestlespective, hasta programas sobre problemas sociales como la sexualidad, la identidad, 

la raza o la política (p. ej., Strange Fruit 2 Dope Queens, Pod Save America, etc.). Sobre este 

fenómeno, agregan: 

 

Esta diversidad del nuevo audio es parte de lo que hace a los podcasts significativos 

como forma cultural sonora: el podcasting ofrece tanto el potencial para traer nuevas 

voces al ecosistema de los medios que consumen los usuarios cotidianos, como la 
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posibilidad de que los productores de sonido aprendan nuevas habilidades y técnicas 

para expresar y compartir ideas. (Morris et al, 2019) 

      Asimismo, los autores comparten la indiscutible data: “En 2018, se estima que 73 

millones de estadounidenses escucharán podcasts todos los meses, y el oyente semanal 

promedio pasa 6 horas y 37 minutos escuchando contenido” (Edison Research como fue 

citado en Morris et al, 2019). En otras palabras, ya existen usuarios asiduos a los podcasts y 

a su escucha frecuente. Es más, los oyentes pasan suficiente tiempo escuchando podcasts 

como para considerarlos parte de su vida diaria.   

Además, la consolidación de los podcasts se ha hecho muy notoria el presente año, 

dado a un notable incremento en sus oyentes, hace poco Apple, el distribuidor líder 

de podcasts, superó las 50 mil millones de transmisiones y descargas de podcast de 

todos los tiempos, con cerca de 30 mil millones viniendo solo del 2018 (Melissa 

Locker, 2018).  

 

Y ya que hablamos de las motivaciones del oyente de podcasts, debemos tocar también 

las del productor de audio digital. Para ello, la investigación Why Pod? Further Explorations 

of the Motivations for Independent Podcasting nos da un insight del porqué del surgimiento 

de tanta diversidad de audio online. Las autoras, Kris M. Markman y Caroline E. Sawyer, 

postulan lo siguiente: 

Los podcasters están muy comprometidos con sus audiencias y continúan buscando 

nuevos modelos de negocios para apoyar el potencial de podcast a tiempo completo. 

Las motivaciones para el podcasting son consistentes con la teoría del produsage, 

que enfatiza la importancia de la comunidad, la retroalimentación y la mejora 

continua. Los podcasters toman sus actividades en serio y ven al podcasting como 

una alternativa a la radio tradicional. (Markman y Sawyer, 2014) 

 

Markman y Sawyer (2014) también determinan un perfil para los podcasters, que, a 

diferencia de la audiencia, no ha cambiado mucho: “el podcasting continúa siendo dominado 

por varones educados y profesionales de más de 30 años, la mayoría de los cuales no lo 
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hacen a tiempo completo” (Markman y Sawyer, 2014). Los productores de audio digital aún 

no trabajan en podcasting a tiempo completo, pero el panorama parece prometedor para que 

puedan hacerlo en un futuro cercano.  

3 MARCO TEÓRICO 

Empezaré por definir el rol de la radio en lo que ahora conocemos como podcast. María del 

Pilar Martínez-Costa menciona en Radio y nuevas narrativas: de la crossradio a la transradio 

dos conceptos importantes: transmedia y cross media. Martínez-Costa (2015) describe la 

transmedia de la siguiente manera: 

 

El término transmedia fue utilizado por primera vez en 1991 por Marsha Kinder de 

la University of Southern California aplicado al tipo de historias que se desplegaba 

en múltiples plataformas con el fin de posicionarse comercialmente mejor ante los 

consumidores. Sin embargo, es Henry Jenkins del Massachusetts Institute of 

Technology quien usó la expresión aplicada a los aspectos narrativos. En su artículo 

“Transmedia Storytelling” (2003) señalaba que la construcción planificada y 

coordinada de una narración a través de diferentes plataformas permitía el desarrollo 

de historias y personajes más interesantes y atractivos. (Martínez-Costa, 2015) 

 

Entonces, la radio trans media es la radio adaptable a más de una plataforma, en este 

caso no solo la radio tradicional que conocemos, sino también la radio digital o podcast. 

Martínez-Costa (2015) ahonda en el significado de transmedia para la radio: 

 

Con el desarrollo de la tecnología digital y sus posibilidades de producción y 

distribución, los estudios tanto tradicionales como especializados comenzaron a 

explorar las técnicas de narración transmedia en busca de una nueva forma de contar 

historias adaptadas al lenguaje digital y los nuevos canales y redes de comunicación. 

(Martínez-Costa, 2015) 

 

Por otro lado, cross media se refiere a la manera de promocionar estos contenidos, y 

cómo deben ser difundidos para tener éxito en su plataforma. Para el podcasting, esto toma 

un nuevo significado que la radio tradicional: 

 

De esta forma, se termina asociando el término crossmedia exclusivamente al 

proceso de distribución, aunque se utilicen variedad de formatos. Mientras que se 

consolida el término transmedia como una técnica narrativa que consiste en contar 

una historia a través de múltiples plataformas y formatos, utilizando los recursos 
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propios de cada medio para desarrollar y expandir la historia, e incluyendo la 

participación y contribución de los usuarios. Son historias ideadas desde su inicio 

como transmedia y abiertas a incorporar la experiencia del usuario, en las que la 

frontera entre producto y consumidor se disuelven. (Martínez-Costa, 2015) 

 

Por ende, el podcasting puede tomar la forma de una trans radio, una nueva radio que 

ahora es aplicable a más de una plataforma, pero que no se mantiene igual. Para triunfar en 

las nuevas plataformas, la radio ha tenido que transformarse. Especialmente, para su 

distribución digital. Entonces, la nueva radio, pierde algunos de sus rasgos tradicionales y, 

podría decirse, toma una nueva forma: 

 

(...) el lenguaje multimedia resultante que rompía el modelo tradicional unimedia y 

fragmentado, y ofrecía una nueva oferta integradora donde las partes y el todo 

adquirían un sentido comunicativo complementario y no excluyente: Tras los 

estudios de Jenkins (2003), Boumans (2006), Ryan (2003), Moloney (2011), Scolari 

(2013), entre otros, hoy llamamos narrativas transmedias a aquellas historias que han 

sido diseñadas desde su inicio para: diversidad de plataformas; diversidad de 

lenguajes que se complementan; diversidad de autores y voces, incluidas las de la 

audiencia; diversidad de puntos de vista; con posibilidades de exploración, inmersión 

y expansión viral de la historia; que tienen continuidad, regularidad, serialidad. No 

es mera adaptación a una plataforma o lenguaje, implica una construcción, un 

desarrollo y una difusión o expansión activa. ¿Puede la radio sumarse a esta nueva 

forma de entender la comunicación? No solo puede y debe, sino que ya empieza a 

hacerlo. (Martínez-Costa, 2015) 

 

En conclusión, Martínez-Costa (2015) considera que el audio digital es una radio que 

ha logrado transformarse para ser trans media, una radio que ahora funciona en el mundo 

digital y que se ha convertido para las diversas plataformas. No sostiene que el podcasting 

sea algo desligado o distinto a la radio tradicional, solo esta última reinventada. 

 

Por otra parte, esta investigación se alinea un poco más con el concepto de podcast 

que propone Richard Berry en su publicación del 2006 Will the iPod kill the Radio Star? 

Profiling Podcasting as radio.  Berry (2006) reconoce al podcast como un medio innovador 

y democratizador, que ha llegado para reinventar la manera de escuchar formatos de audio. 

  

(...) La automatización, el acceso gratuito y la naturaleza similar a la radio de los 

Podcasts contribuye a la naturaleza disruptiva del nuevo medio. Es una aplicación de 

tecnología que no se desarrolló, planificó o comercializó y, sin embargo, su llegada 
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desafía las prácticas establecidas de una manera que no solo no tiene precedentes, 

sino que también es impredecible. (Berry, 2006) 

 

En estas líneas Berry (2006) reconoce los cambios y enigmas que representa la 

llegada del podcast, y, también, su naturaleza disruptiva y artesanal. El podcasting nació de 

los usuarios comunes y desde allí se popularizó gracias a la plataforma adecuada: el iPod de 

Apple. Entonces, el autor propone la siguiente definición para el medio emergente: 

 

El podcasting no es solo un medio convergente (que reúne audio, la web y 

dispositivos de medios portátiles), sino también una tecnología disruptiva y que ya 

ha obligado a algunos en el negocio de la radio a reconsiderar algunas prácticas 

establecidas y preconcepciones sobre audiencias, consumo, producción y 

distribución. (Berry, 2006) 

 

A pesar de tener similitudes con la radio, el podcasting llegó en los años 2000s para 

irrumpir en la industria. En ese momento (y ahora) obligó a las grandes emisoras de radio a 

pensar en cambios e innovación para estar al día con el nuevo medio. Desde su inicio, la 

radio había nacido con un propósito y contexto muy diferentes al podcasting.  

 

La radio se desarrolló a fines de la década de 1890 como un sistema de comunicación 

punto a punto (...). Poco a poco, el medio se desarrolló de un medio para hablar entre sí, a 

un medio para hablar con las masas, con organizaciones de radiodifusión como la BBC 

emergiendo en la década de 1920. Escribiendo en 1930, Bertolt Brecht discutía de la radio:  

 

La radio sería el mejor aparato de comunicación posible en la vida pública, una vasta 

red de tubería. Es decir, lo sería si supiera cómo recibir y transmitir, cómo dejar que 

el el oyente hable y escuche, cómo llevarlo a una relación que no lo aísle. (Brecht 

1993: 15)   

 

Esto equivale a lo que hace Podcasting, ya que uno puede escuchar o uno puede 

"transmitir" y de manera crucial, no hay un "controlador de acceso" que controle quién puede 

y quién no puede transmitir en este espacio. (Berry 2006) 

 

A estas diferencias, se le suma que la definición de radio en sí misma se debe a las 

ondas de radio. En el podcasting, no existen ondas de radio, sino internet y la plataforma es 

interactiva, el oyente no es solo consumidor, sino que también está en la capacidad de 
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producir y buscar su propio contenido. El oyente, gracias a los podcasts, tiene mucha más 

libertad al escuchar audio digital. 

 

Esta libertad también ha sido vital para los productores de contenido digital, resalta 

How podcasting is changing the audio storytelling genre, de Siobhan McHugh de la 

Universidad de Wollongong en Australia. McHugh recoge, por ejemplo, las experiencias del 

productor alemán Leo Braun, quien como reacción a la popularización de las grabadoras de 

audio portables en los 1960s dijo lo siguiente: 

Ya no escribíamos sobre un sujeto, grabamos al sujeto en sí mismo. Éramos cámaras 

acústicas, grabando nuestro material de audio en lo salvaje y luego combinándolo en 

producciones, Llamábamos a estos trabajos documentales “filmes acústicos”. 

(Braun, 1999, como citado por McHugh) 

 

Y esta manera de describir a las producciones de audio, entonces radio y ahora 

podcast, como “filmes acústicos”, ha marcado enormemente la definición de la narración 

radiofónica. Se popularizaron en Europa como piezas radiales de larga duración y con 

recursos que imitaban al arte cinematográfico. Explica McHugh (2016): 

 

(los llamados filmes acústicos) combinan pulidas estructuras de narración o 

dramaturgia, narrativa a través de “escenas de sonido” y sonidos fusionados; en 

conjunto, muestran una fuerte coreografía autoral de contenido o estilo individual del 

productor comparable con el que se asocia a un director de cine. (McHugh, 2016) 

 

 

En cuanto a Serial en específico, McHugh cita a Bonini (2015), quien considera que 

el podcast de Koenig consolida la segunda era del podcasting: 

 

(…) el boom de los formatos narrativos independientes llenos de valores editoriales 

y la experiencia en producción de medios de servicio público y producida cada vez 

más por ex productores de radios públicas estadounidenses, financiados a través de 

una mezcla de sponsors, donaciones de los oyentes y crowdfunding. (Bonini, 2015) 
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De esta manera, el podcast del 2014 se vuelve una reinvención de los formatos 

ideados por Braun y otros productores de contenido narrativo acústico, esta vez para el 

formato digital. Serial se convierte en una puesta en contexto de los antiguos largometrajes 

radiales, con la misma creatividad, notorio estilo individual y narrativa, pero en un nuevo y 

retador ecosistema: el internet.  

Así como catalizador de una nueva era del podcasting el audio digital, según Larson 

(2015) un espacio post-radio pública en los Estados Unidos: Creadores de podcasts, 

ampliamente no regulados y financiados independientemente, han sido libres de crear sus 

propias reglas y de probar nuevas cosas en maneras que los periodistas de las radios públicas 

históricamente no han podido. 

 

4 METODOLOGÍA 

El paradigma de esta investigación es interpretativo, ya que buscamos analizar las 

características del lenguaje radiofónico del podcast Serial, así como el estilo temático y 

narrativo de los episodios de este podcast. Gracias a este análisis, lograremos determinar la 

validez de la hipótesis de que Serial constituye un antes y después para la historia del 

podcasting. 

 

El enfoque que tomará este texto es cualitativo, pues se centrará en encontrar 

cualidades que caracterizan a cada episodio, desde el uso del lenguaje radiofónico hasta la 

temática y contenido de cada uno. Es importante, además, porque Serial utiliza recursos 

narrativos y es más informal y disruptivo que un producto periodístico tradicional. 

 

Realizaremos, asimismo, un análisis técnico y uno connotativo o temático, ya que 

necesitamos ambas perspectivas para llegar a los objetivos de mi investigación. Así, 

podremos no solo obtener data del uso del lenguaje radiofónico, sino también un sentido de 

cuáles fueron los tópicos principales de la serie en audio. El diseño para este artículo será el 

estudio de casos, utilizando como instrumento una guía de estructura, una guía del uso del 

lenguaje radiofónico y una guía de contenido. 
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Guía de estructura 

EPISODIO N: TITULO. (DURACIÓN) 

Personaje/Locución 

Transcripción 

  

 Guía de análisis de lenguaje radiofónico 

OBJETO 

DE 

ESTUDIO 

CAMPOS 

DE 

ANÁLISIS 

VARIABLES SUBVARIABLES COMPONENTES 

Episodio de 

la 

temporada 

uno de Serial 

Lenguaje 

radiofónico 

Voz 

radiofónica 

Timbre Claro 

Áspero 

Oscuro 

Tono Grave 

Agudo 

Música Función expresiva   

Función 

descriptiva 

Función narrativa 
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Efectos de 

sonido 

Función expresiva 

Función 

descriptiva 

Función narrativa 

Silencio Función expresiva 

Función 

descriptiva 

Función narrativa 

  

  

Guía de análisis de contenido/temático 

  

OBJETO DE 

ESTUDIO 

CAMPOS DE 

ANÁLISIS 

VARIABLES 

Episodio de la 

temporada uno de 

Serial 

Narrativa Título 

Espacio 

Tiempo 

Personajes 

Argumento 
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La unidad de investigación en este caso es un episodio de podcast y su universo será 

la temporada 1 del podcast Serial. Escogimos esta temporada, ya que fue la que gozó del 

mayor éxito en la historia del podcasting, y fue el fenómeno que se viralizó en los Estados 

Unidos. Para efectos de esta investigación, analizaremos seis de los doce episodios de la 

primera temporada, a través de los tres instrumentos ejemplificados anteriormente. 

Asimismo, no analizaremos los anuncios utilizados al inicio y al final de cada episodio, ya 

que varían por temporada y no son considerados parte íntegra de la producción creativa. 

 

 La primera temporada del aclamado podcast se centró en la investigación de la 

periodista Sara Koenig sobre el asesinato de la adolescente Hae Min Lee en 1999. La serie 

tiene a Koenig como protagonista, mientras busca encontrar pistas sobre el asesinato de la 

joven. Asimismo, se centra en Adnan Syed, el exnovio de Hae Min Lee que fue condenado 

por su homicidio. El podcast fue clave para popularizar el caso y hacer a muchos dudar de 

la culpabilidad de Syed. De hecho, uno de los atractivos de la serie es la indecisión de la 

propia Koenig sobre la repsonsabilidad de Syed en el asesinato. El podcast explora a través 

de la investigación el drama adolescente, procedimientos legales, criminología y mucho más, 

con la ayuda de Koenig que es como nuestra guía personal entre el mar de evidencia e 

inconsistencias. La temporada uno cuenta con 12 episodios y fue ampliamente discutida y 

descargada a lo largo del mundo, los episodios se subieron de manera semanal en la página 

web y la plataforma de podcasts de Apple desde el 3 de octubre hasta el 18 de diciembre del 

2014. La lista de episodios es la siguiente: 

 

Episodio 1: The Alibi (La coartada) 

Episodio 2: The breakup (La ruptura) 

Episodio 3: Leakin Park (Parque Leakin) 

Episodio 4: Inconsistencies (Inconsistencias) 

Episodio 5: Route talk (Charla de ruta) 

Episodio 6: The case against Adnan Syed (El caso en contra de Adnan Syed) 
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Episodio 7: The opposite of prosecution (Lo opuesto a la fiscalía) 

Episodio 8: The deal with Jay (Lo que pasa con Jay) 

Episodio 9: To be suspected (Ser un sospechoso) 

Episodio 10: The best defense is a good defense (La mejor defensa es una buena 

defensa) 

Episodio 11: Rumors (Rumores) 

Episodio 12: What we know (Lo que sabemos) 

4.1 Episodio 1: The Alibi (La coartada)  

4.1.1 Análisis del lenguaje radiofónico 

a) Voz radiofónica 

La voz de Sara Koenig se ha vuelto inconfundible, inspirando incluso parodias e 

imitaciones debido a la gran fama de Serial. Esta es la voz que escuchamos en la gran 

mayoría de esta temporada, como locución y guía que presenta a los nuevos 

personajes, relata la historia y los nuevos hallazgos. 

 

a. Timbre 

El primer episodio de Serial se caracteriza por el timbre claro de Koenig 

grabado en el estudio: claras y perfectas palabras narradas en un ambiente 

controlado y adaptado para la captación de audio. Asimismo, el timbre áspero 

toma protagonismo durante la reproducción de las grabaciones de las 

entrevistas policiales a Jay Wilds, las llamadas con el condenado por 

asesinato pero carismático Adnan Syed y la entrevista telefónica con Asia 

McClain, una posible testigo clave. En algunos momentos escuchamos otros 

timbres claros, especialmente en los bites de los entrevistados por Koenig, 

como Rabia y Saad Chaudry. 

 

b. Tono 

El tono de The Alibi es grave en su mayoría, la voz de Sarah Koenig, ya 

bastante reconocible, narra con un ritmo pausado y relajado, como quien 

cuenta una historia a un amigo. Koenig mantiene un tono grave a lo largo de 
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todo el episodio y muy pocos de los entrevistados desafían esta regla. Por 

ejemplo, los adolescentes encuestados al inicio del episodio, cuando bromean 

y hablan con rapidez, utilizan brevemente un tono agudo. 

b) Música 

La melodía en este episodio es predominantemente expresiva, varias canciones 

fueron compuestas específicamente para ser utilizadas en el podcast y sirven como 

ambientadores para la locución de Sarah Koenig, aumentan el suspenso o la 

melancolía, juegan con el miedo y las emociones de los oyentes con cada cambio.  

 

a. Función expresiva 

En algunos momentos específicos; por ejemplo, cuando Koenig detalla lo 

sucedido con Hae Min Lee, se utiliza una melodía suave y nostálgica, de 

instrumentos de cuerda suaves. Asimismo, cuando Koenig propone la 

posibilidad de que Adnan sea un psicópata, su narración es acompañada por 

una melodía que evoca misterio y oscuridad, al igual que la temática que trata 

la locutora.  

b. Función descriptive 

En este episodio no se utiliza melodías descriptivas. 

c. Función narrative 

Una melodía tocada en piano y con aire de suspenso es la que abre este y 

todos los episodios siguientes de la primera temporada de Serial. El tema, 

llamado Bad Dream y compuesto por Nick Thorburn, funciona como eje 

narrativo de la historia, e interviene en momentos claves de la narración.  

c) Efectos de sonido 

a. Función expresiva 

Los efectos expresivos se utilizan mucho en The Alibi, los más utilizados son 

las conversaciones colocadas debajo de la locución para crear el ambiente 

previo al bite, y los efectos naturales como puertas abriéndose para indicar la 

llegada a la casa de los entrevistados. 

b. Función descriptive 

No se utilizan efectos sonoros con esta función en el episodio. 

c. Función narrative 

No se utilizan efectos sonoros con esta función en el episodio. 
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d) Silencio 

El silencio es ampliamente utilizado en este primer episodio, siendo las funciones 

expresiva y narrativa las predominantes. 

a. Función expresiva 

Durante The Alibi disfrutamos de múltiples silencios expresivos, para 

aumentar el suspenso de la narración, para amplificar lo dicho por Koenig o 

hasta para dar un tiempo al oyente para procesar un hallazgo importante. Por 

ejemplo, el silencio es el protagonista después de que Koenig expresa sus 

dudas sobre la inocencia o culpabilidad de Adnan al final del episodio. 

b. Función descriptive 

No se utilizan silencios con esta función en el episodio. 

c. Función narrative 

El silencio se utiliza también en más de una ocasión con esta función, para 

dar espacio a una nueva melodía acompañada por un tema distinto en la 

estructura narrativa del episodio. Se utiliza en todos los giros de narración del 

epísodio. 

4.1.2 Análisis temático 

a) Título 

El título del primer episodio The Alibi (La coartada) hace referencia al mayor 

problema de Adnan Syed: su falta de coartada para el día del asesinato de Lee. Este 

detalle es el que polariza a muchos respecto a su inocencia y es el ángulo que explora 

Koenig en el capítulo: la dualidad que ella quiere romper para encontrar respuestas. 

b) Espacio 

El espacio en el que se desarrolla el primer episodio es principalmente Maryland, el 

lugar donde se dieron los hechos que analiza la periodista y que ahora visita gracias 

al acercamiento de Rabia Chaudry. Es allí donde fue asesinada Min Lee en 1999 y 

donde está encarcelado actualmente Adnan Syed.   

c) Tiempo 

The Alibi alterna entre 1999 y el presente, es decir, con las grabaciones, cartas y 

declaraciones hechas por la policía e investigadores del caso y con las entrevistas que 

Koenig realiza al momento de la investigación para Serial. Estos cambios de tiempo 
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ayudan a tratar de unificar la historia de qué pasó el día del asesinato, con ayuda de 

la evidencia antigua y nueva. 

d) Personajes 

En este episodio aparecen principalmente las siguientes voces: Sarah Koenig, Jay 

Wilds, Adnan Syed, Rabia Chaudry, Asaad Chaudry y Asia McLaine. Asimismo, 

aparecen entrevistas breves con encuestados adolescentes, los investigadores del 

caso y otros. 

e) Argumento 

El argumento principal del primer episodio es funcionar como una gran introducción. 

Nos presenta no solo a Sarah Koenig, sino a todos los personajes principales y la 

historia en la que se centrará el podcast. De la misma forma, es una primera vista al 

estilo del producto: una charla con Koenig y sus entrevistados para encontrar 

respuestas sobre un asesinato. A través de la voz de la locutora, la melodía de 

suspenso, los silencios precisos y las intervenciones de los entrevistados, vamos 

entendiendo cómo funcionará Serial como pieza de audio narrativo. En síntesis, este 

episodio nos presenta quiénes son Koenig, Adnan, Rabia, Hae, Jae y los demás 

personajes principales, nos pone sobre la mesa los principales puntos a favor y en 

contra de la inocencia de Syed y nos pinta el panorama de qué esperar de este podcast. 

4.2 Episodio 2: The Breakup (La ruptura) 

El segundo episodio de la temporada nos presenta un poco más a Hae Min, explora su 

relación con Adnan y cómo esta jugó un papel importante en los últimos años de su vida. De 

la misma forma, Koenig examina esta ruptura como el motivo que identificó la policía para 

acusar a Syed del asesinato. 

4.2.1 Análisis del lenguaje radiofónico 

a) Voz radiofónica 

a. Timbre 

El segundo episodio de Serial también es protagonizado por el timbre claro 

de Koenig. De nuevo aparece el timbre áspero en las declaraciones de Adnan, 

en esta edición para describir su vida familiar y relación romántica con Hae 

Min.  

 

b. Tono 
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El tono de este episodio es una vez más predominantemente grave, ya 

característico de la narración del podcast. Sin embargo, tenemos algunos 

momentos de tono agudo debido a que Koenig lee el diario de Hae Min Lee 

y trata de evocar los sentimientos que la adolescente expresa en su diario. 

 

b) Música 

a. Función expresiva 

Se utilizan variaciones del tema principal de Serial, para ambientar la 

narración de las escenas románticas vividas entre Hae y Adnan, que ella narra 

en su diario. Asimismo, otros temas sirven para enfatizar lo que se está 

narrando, como por ejemplo la locución de la escena que hizo la madre de 

Adnan en uno de los bailes. 

b. Función descriptiva 

En este episodio se utiliza memorablemente una canción romántica “All my 

Life”, de K-CI and Jojo, para poner en escena el baile que describe Hae Min 

Lee en su diario: bailar esa canción específica con Adnan. La canción se 

utiliza varias veces a lo largo del episodio, aunque ya no con la misma función 

descriptiva. 

c. Función narrative 

Se utilizan melodías nuevas, tocadas con piano y utilizadas con la intención 

de presentar una transición. La canción principal de Serial aparece 

nuevamente en momentos específicos de la narración, especialmente en 

cambios de temática. 

c) Efectos de sonido 

a. Función expresiva 

Los efectos expresivos se usan en The Breakup, a través las grabaciones de 

las llamadas con Adnan para crear el ambiente de la conversación. 

b. Función descriptive 

No se utilizan efectos sonoros con esta función en el episodio. 

c. Función narrative 

No se utilizan efectos sonoros con esta función en el episodio. 
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d) Silencio 

a. Función expresiva 

Una vez más experimentamos silencios expresivos para dar reverberación a 

alguna frase o comentario de los entrevistados o Koenig; también para 

enfatizar nuevos hallazgos. Un ejemplo es la mención de Don como el nuevo 

interés amoroso de Hae. 

b. Función descriptive 

No se utilizan silencios con esta función en el episodio. 

c. Función narrative 

El silencio se utiliza de la misma manera que en el episodio uno: para dar 

respiros entre transiciones de tema y cambios en la narración. 

4.2.2 Análisis temático 

f) Título 

El título del segundo episodio The Breakup (La ruptura) se refiere esta vez a la ruptura 

amorosa entre Adnan y Hae, ya que es el motivo que utilizó la fiscalía para explicar la 

culpabilidad de Adnan: él mató a Hae porque no soportó que ella terminara con él.  

g) Espacio 

El espacio en el que se desarrolla el segundo episodio también es Maryland. No 

obstante, ahora conocemos lugares como la tienda en la que trabajaba Hae, su auto, 

la escuela y otros lugares en las que los adolescentes pasaban tiempo juntos. 

h) Tiempo 

Esta vez estamos ubicados principalmente en 1999, específicamente el 13 de enero, 

cuando desapareció Hae y se ven confrontados los distintos testimonios sobre lo que 

sucedió ese día. 

 

i) Personajes 

En este episodio aparecen principalmente los siguientes personajes: Sarah Koenig, 

Adnan Syed, Aisha Pittman, Shamim Syed, Krista. En adición, escuchamos a otros 

entrevistados que tuvieron contacto con Adnan o Hae durante su relación, y una 

profesora de Adnan. 

 

j) Argumento 
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El episodio funciona como una suerte de historia de amor que termina mal. Comienza 

con las románticas y emocionantes entradas del diario de Hae, anécdotas escolares 

sobre la relación y de su amistad. Luego, el episodio muta en el momento que se 

conoce la ruptura de los personajes principales, y cómo puedo esto haber tenido 

efecto en el desenlace fatídico de Hae. A partir de este momento, The Breakup analiza 

la posible línea de tiempo de lo que hizo Hae después de la escuela, además de la 

coartada de Adnan. 

4.3 Episodio 3: Leakin Park (Parque Leakin) 

Este episodio es el más true crime de todos. Koenig examina más a fondo el hallazgo del 

cuerpo de Hae Min Lee y a un nuevo sospechoso, el señor S. Escuchamos sobre el infame 

parque y este nuevo personaje se vuelve objeto de escrutinio porque, además de haber 

hallado el cadáver, tiene un historial de conducta errática. 

4.3.1 Análisis del lenguaje radiofónico 

a) Voz radiofónica 

a. Timbre 

El tercer episodio de Serial nos da la bienvenida con el infaltable timbre claro 

de Koenig. Otras declaraciones también están grabadas en alta calidad, como, 

por ejemplo, las de Asaad Chaudry. Retorna el timbre áspero en las 

declaraciones del Señor S a la policía, la calidad del audio parece darle un 

carácter aún más macabro a sus declaraciones. Por primera vez tenemos un 

tono oscuro, específicamente en la declaración de Philip Buddemeyer. Se 

trata de una declaración grabada durante el juicio a Adnan: uno de los 

investigadores que describía dónde se halló el cuerpo de Hae. 

 

b. Tono 

El tono de este episodio vuelve a ser característicamente grave. No se 

encuentran tonos agudos, como es predecible, debido a la temática del 

episodio. 

 

b) Música 

a. Función expresiva 
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Esta vez los oyentes nos enfrentamos con melodías un poco más dramáticas 

que las de los episodios anteriores, especialmente la que se utiliza para 

acompañar a la locución de Koenig sobre la certeza que tenía la policía sobre 

la culpabilidad de Adnan. Escuchamos una canción grabada con instrumentos 

de cuerda, que sirve para añadir suspenso a una relación de inconsistencias o 

agujeros en la historia de Adnan que va narrando Koenig. También 

escuchamos una canción grave, con percusión y fuertes bajos, para crear la 

extraña atmósfera que necesitaba la narración del comportamiento 

inapropiado del Sr. S. 

b. Función descriptiva 

No se utilizan melodías con esta función en el episodio. 

c. Función narrativa 

Se utilizan melodías nuevamente para efectos de la transición. Como las 

anteriores, ninguna tiene letra y se trata más bien de melodías agradables para 

marcar el cambio de un tema a otro. 

 

c) Efectos de sonido 

a. Función expresiva 

Los efectos expresivos en Leakin Park, son los extractos de la grabación de 

la entrevista con el Sr. S, el hombre que halló el cuerpo de Hae en el parque. 

Se utilizan para anticipar al oyente sobre la entrevista policial que va a 

escuchar, que además tiene gran importancia por la adición de un posible 

culpable del crimen. 

b. Función descriptive 

No se utilizan efectos sonoros con esta función en el episodio. 

c. Función narrative 

No se utilizan efectos sonoros con esta función en el episodio. 

 

d) Silencio 

a. Función expresiva 
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El silencio se utiliza de manera especial para añadir emoción y atención a un 

nuevo sospechoso, se detiene la música justo antes de presentar al hombre 

que encontró el cadáver de la víctima. 

b. Función descriptive 

No se utilizan silencios con esta función en el episodio. 

c. Función narrative 

El silencio se emplea en función de la narrativa para introducir nuevos 

elementos, por ejemplo, el suspenso antes de presentar al Sr. S como nuevo 

personaje clave. 

4.3.2 Análisis temático 

k) Título 

El título del tercer episodio, Leakin Park (Parque Leakin), está inspirado en el lugar 

real donde se halló el cuerpo de Hae Min Lee en 1999, un parque ya infame por los 

hallazgos de cadáveres y actividades criminales.  

l) Espacio 

El espacio en el que se desarrolla este episodio es, primordialmente, Gwynns Falls 

Leakin Park, un parque de 1,216 hectáreas en Maryland. A la fecha, más de 80 

cadáveres han sido encontrados en el lugar; ya conocido entre los locales como centro 

de actividades ilegales. 

 

m) Tiempo 

Examinamos ahora el 9 de febrero de 1999, día en el que Hae fue hallada en el parque 

Leakin por el Sr. S. 

 

n) Personajes 

El tercer episodio nos presenta a las siguientes personas: Sarah Koenig, Mr. S, 

Detective Greg MacGillivary, Detective Bill Ritz. Aparecen los testimonios de 

personas que conocían al Sr. S o a Adnan Syed. 

 

o) Argumento 

Leakin Park es un relato policial por donde se le mire. Desde el inicio Sarah nos guía 

a través de la historia del parque y todas las personas que allí han terminado, incluida 
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Hae. Luego explora al nuevo personaje, el señor S, que surge como posible 

sospechoso debido a preocupaciones por cómo encontró el cadáver y antecedentes 

policiales por conductas inapropiadas. Todo esto Koenig lo logra a través de las 

grabaciones policiales, judiciales y una visita presencial al infame parque para 

comprobar la historia de S. 

4.4 Episodio 4: Inconsistencies (Inconsistencias) 

Inconsistencias es un análisis exhaustivo de las declaraciones de Jay Wilds y Adnan Syed a 

la policía. Koenig nos relata cómo han ido cambiando, contradiciéndose y añadiendo u 

omitiendo datos. La periodista analiza también las declaraciones de Jennifer Pusateri, una 

amiga de Wilds que también estuvo involucrada en las investigaciones. 

4.4.1 Análisis del lenguaje radiofónico 

a) Voz radiofónica 

a. Timbre 

Inconsistencies es el cuarto episodio de Serial en el que nos recibe el timbre 

claro de Sarah Koenig. Regresan los timbres ásperos en las declaraciones de 

la corte, esta vez para explicar el memo que llevó a considerar a Adnan como 

sospechoso. También, regresa en las declaraciones de Adnan a través del 

teléfono. Por otra parte, el timbre oscuro caracteriza las declaraciones de 

Jennifer Pusateri, un personaje cuya historia del crimen despierta sospechas. 

 

b. Tono 

Nuevamente el tono del episodio es grave prácticamente en su totalidad. 

 

b) Música 

a. Función expresiva 

La música en este episodio es más animada que en el resto, probablemente 

debido a la necesidad de mantener alerta al oyente frente a la cantidad de 

datos y fechas que están escuchando. Se utilizan canciones del mismo estilo 

ya establecido: hechas con piano y con un ritmo de suspenso. 

b. Función descriptiva 

No se utilizan melodías con esta función en el episodio. 
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c. Función narrativa 

Se utilizan canciones para la ya esperada función de transición, ya sea de temática o 

personaje. 

 

c) Efectos de sonido 

a. Función expresiva 

b. Los efectos expresivos en Inconsistencies se utilizan debajo de la locución 

para ubicar al oyente. En este episodio los más resaltantes son las 

declaraciones ininteligibles del juicio a Adnan y las entrevistas policiales a 

Jen Pusateri. 

c. Función descriptiva 

i. No se utilizan efectos sonoros con esta función en el episodio. 

d. Función narrativa 

i. No se utilizan efectos sonoros con esta función en el episodio. 

 

d) Silencio 

a. Función expresiva 

El silencio en Inconsistencies sirve para enfatizar en las inconsistencias que 

trata la historia. Se usan para que el oyente asimile los datos que administra 

Koenig, que son muchos y variables a lo largo del capítulo. 

b. Función descriptive 

No se utilizan silencios con esta función en el episodio. 

c. Función narrative 

Aquí, los silencios se emplean como pausas para el oyente, entre las mil y 

una vueltas que dan las declaraciones de los personajes principales. Ayudan 

a marcar el cambio entre una historia y la siguiente, así como las nuevas 

versiones de los entrevistados. 

4.4.2 Análisis temático 

p) Título 

El título del cuarto episodio, Inconsistencies (Inconsistencias), se refiere 

directamente a la enorme cantidad de contradicciones que existen entre las versiones 

de los sospechosos sobre lo que pasó el día de la desparición de Hae Min Lee. 
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q) Espacio 

El espacio en el que se desarrolla este episodio es el condado de Baltimore, en las 

distintas locaciones que describen los entrevistados sobre el día del crimen. La casa 

de Jennifer Pusateri, el carro de Hae Min Lee y la escuela Woodlawn son algunos de 

ellos. 

 

r) Tiempo 

Koenig nos ubica nuevamente en el 13 de enero de 1999, para tratar de acercarnos 

más a la verdad de lo que pasó en ese fatal día. 

 

s) Personajes 

El cuarto episodio nos presenta a las siguientes personas: Sarah Koenig, Adnan Syed, 

Jennifer Pusateri, Jay Wilds. Además, intervienen el Detective Bill Ritz y el 

Detective Greg MacGillivary. 

 

t) Argumento 

Inconsistencies trata específicamente de las múltiples incongruencias en los 

testimonios de Jay Wilds, el principal testigo de la fiscalía en contra de Adnan Syed.  

Koenig explora una por una estas inconsistencias, que resultan preocupantes debido 

a la falta de evidencia física del juicio, que solo fue resuelto con las declaraciones de 

Jay como testigo principal. La periodista disecciona las declaraciones de Wilds y 

Pusateri, amiga cercana de Jay, para poder comprobar las declaraciones que hicieron 

a lo largo de la investigación. 

 

4.5 Episodio 5: Route talk (Charla de ruta) 

Este episodio nos acerca un poco más a Sarah Koenig y a su productora, Dana Chivvis. 

Ambas se embarcan en un viaje en auto para corroborar la línea de tiempo que fue utilizada 

por la fiscalía para acusar a Adnan de asesinato, elaborada a partir del testimonio de Jay y 

los registros de llamadas de Adnan. 

4.5.1 Análisis del lenguaje radiofónico 

a) Voz radiofónica 
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a. Timbre 

En el quinto episodio de Serial retorna el timbre claro de Koenig y el familiar 

timbre áspero de Adnan a través del teléfono de una de las cárceles de 

Maryland. También escuchamos de nuevo el timbre áspero de Jay Wilds, 

reproducido a partir de las grabaciones policiales. Asimismo, hay timbres 

ásperos en la conversación que Koenig tiene con Dana, están fuera del estudio 

y en la carretera, por lo que la calidad del sonido es más baja. Al mismo 

tiempo esto las hace más cercanas al oyente. 

b. Tono 

El tono del quinto episodio es grave. 

 

b) Música 

a. Función expresiva 

Se hace presente música con constante ritmo y percusión, continuando con la 

línea de suspenso creciente que necesita la narración de Serial. Nuevamente 

se utiliza la música para enfatizar la narración, el ritmo de la música es acorde 

a la intensidad de la historia y la narración de Koenig. 

b. Función descriptive 

El episodio hace uso de la melodía descriptiva cuando, en vez de cortar una 

canción con simple silencio, lo hace con una distorsión del sonido, justo en 

el momento en el que Sarah Koenig explica que se encuentran en el supuesto 

lugar donde Hae fue asesinada. 

c. Función narrativa 

Se sigue utilizando la música para marcar cortes y cambios en la narrativa. 

Un ejemplo es cuando Koenig deja de explicarnos el contexto de la 

investigación para pasar al lugar de los hechos (o supuesto lugar de los 

hechos): la tienda Best Buy. 

 

c) Efectos de sonido 

a. Función expresiva 



40 

 

Los efectos expresivos reaparecen en Route Talk, especialmente el uso del 

ruido de la estática para anticipar la reproducción de los testimonios de 

Abraham Waranowitz en el juicio contra Adnan. 

b. Función descriptiva 

No se utilizan efectos sonoros con esta función en el episodio. 

c. Función narrativa 

No se utilizan efectos sonoros con esta función en el episodio. 

 

d) Silencio 

a. Función expresiva 

Durante Route talk los silencios expresivos son útiles para captar la atención 

del oyente, se utilizan silencios después de alguna combinación de narración 

y música. Todo esto para aprovechar la sorpresa de la ausencia de sonido y 

hacer énfasis en las palabras de la periodista. 

b. Función descriptiva 

No se utilizan silencios con esta función en el episodio. 

c. Función narrativa 

Se utiliza nuevamente el silencio con función narrativa, esta vez para 

anticipar las especulaciones de Koenig sobre la investigación de la policía 

acerca de la cabina de teléfono. El silencio marca un fin de la idea anterior y 

el inicio del siguiente segmento a partir de la narración de Koenig. 

4.5.2 Análisis temático 

a) Título 

El título del quinto episodio Route Talk (Charla de ruta) se refiere a lo que hicieron 

Koenig y su productora, Dana Chivvis, para tratar de recrear el testimonio de Jay 

Wilds parte por parte. Esto se dio debido a que Adnan les dijo que estaba seguro de 

que hacer el viaje como Jay lo habría descrito sería imposible. Koenig y Chivvis 

entonces fueron en auto a probar la teoría, a ello se debe el título. 

 

b) Espacio 
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El espacio en el que se desarrolla esta quinta entrega es un auto. Ya sea el auto de 

Adnan o el de las narradoras, la historia de este episodio busca corroborar los hechos 

que afirma Jay Wilds.   

 

c) Tiempo 

En Route Talk Koenig nos lleva de vuelta al 13 de enero de 1999, en búsqueda de la 

verdad sobre lo que le pasó a Hae. También, en el presente del podcast, Koenig y 

Chivvis recrean el viaje en auto. 

 

d) Personajes 

En este episodio aparecen principalmente las siguientes voces: Sarah Koenig, Jay 

Wilds, Adnan Syed, Dana Chivvis. Asimismo, se mencionan personajes relevantes 

como Abraham Waranowitz, el experto que explicó la tecnología celular en el juicio 

de Adnan, algo bastante nuevo para los 90s. 

 

e) Argumento 

El quinto episodio empieza con un reto: Adnan le ha dicho a Sarah que es imposible 

lograr el trayecto que Jay Wilds describe en su testimonio para el día del asesinato, 

y Koenig está dispuesta a probar la veracidad de estas palabras. Entonces, el episodio 

transcurre con Koenig haciendo el recorrido, y analizando los argumentos de la 

físcalia para respaldar la línea de tiempo que armaron a través del testimonio de 

Wids. 

4.6 Episodio 6: The case against Adnan Syed (El caso en contra de Adnan Syed) 

Este episodio es una compilación de la evidencia que existe en el caso contra Adnan, la gran 

cantidad de contradicciones y testigos. Koenig también hace clara su posición: no se decide 

sobre la culpabilidad de su protagonista. A este momento, la gran mayoría de los oyentes 

sienten lo mismo. 

4.6.1 Análisis del lenguaje radiofónico 

a) Voz radiofónica 

a. Timbre 
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En el sexto episodio de Serial mantiene el timbre claro de Koenig, el ya 

conocido timbre áspero de Adnan a través del teléfono y el timbre áspero de 

la grabación de Jay Wilds. Adicionalmente, se utiliza un timbre oscuro para 

“Cathy”, la persona que vio a Jay y a Adnan el día del asesinato. Ella decide 

ocultar su identidad, por lo que su voz se escucha distorsionada y con timbre 

oscuro. 

b. Tono 

El tono de este episodio es predominantemente grave, con breves momentos 

de tono agudo de los entrevistados nuevos. 

 

b) Música 

a. Función expresiva 

Se repiten varias de las canciones que ya hemos experimentado en los 

episodios anteriores, siempre con el ritmo marcado para crear el ambiente de 

suspenso. Se utiliza especialmente en el momento en el que Koenig explica 

quién es el “neighbour boy”. 

b. Función descriptive 

No se utiliza la música con esta función en el episodio. 

c. Función narrative 

De nuevo se hilan los segmentos con la música, en este episodio se usa justo 

en la transición al segmento donde Koenig detalla la nota entre Pittman y 

Syed. Asimismo, se oye una variación del tema principal al medio de las 

declaraciones de “Cathy”, para enfatizar la importancia potencial de su 

historia (función expresiva) y a la vez hacer un cambio en el tono de la 

narración. 

 

c) Efectos de sonido 

a. Función expresiva 

Los efectos expresivos se vuelven a utilizar en este episodio, de nuevo 

escuchamos el ruido de la llamada de Adnan para envolver también a Koenig,    

b. Función descriptive 

No se utilizan efectos sonoros con esta función en el episodio. 
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c. Función narrative 

No se utilizan efectos sonoros con esta función en el episodio. 

 

d) Silencio 

a. Función expresiva 

El silencio toma bastante protagonismo en este episodio. Largos silencios se 

utilizan para la primera discrepancia entre Koenig y Adnan, cuando ella le 

dice que él parece “una buena persona”. La tensión se expresa a través de 

silencios. 

b. Función descriptiva 

No se utilizan silencios con esta función en el episodio. 

c. Función narrativa 

Se utiliza nuevamente el silencio con función narrativa, ahora para señalizar 

no solo pausas, sino también el final del episodio, debido al término con la 

discusión entre Koenig y Adnan. 

4.6.2 Análisis temático 

a) Título 

El título del sexto episodio The case against Adnan Syed (El caso en contra de Adnan 

Syed) examina precisamente la evidencia que se tiene en contra del condenado por 

asesinato Adnan Syed.  

 

b) Espacio 

El espacio en el que se desarrolla esta sexta entrega es Maryland. No es específico 

pues se trata de un examen general de las evidencias del caso contra Adnan. 

 

c) Tiempo 

En este episodio Koenig nos mantiene en la semana de enero de 1999 en la que Hae 

despareció, indaga en la conducta de Adnan los días previos y posteriores a la 

desaparición de Hae. 

 

d) Personajes 
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En este episodio aparecen principalmente las siguientes voces: Sarah Koenig,  Adnan 

Syed, Aisha Pittman. En adición, se utilizan declaraciones de un tal “Dave” y su hija 

Laura, para hacer seguimiento a una pista sobre Adnan y las declaraciones de 

“Cathy”, quien vio a Jay y a Adnan el día de la muerte de Hae. 

 

e) Argumento 

El sexto episodio explora la culpabilidad de Adnan: cuál es la evidencia, qué luce 

bien para su caso y qué no. La periodista hace seguimiento a nuevas pistas y testigos 

que no fueron investigados por la policía. Además, Koenig explora sus propias dudas, 

por ejemplo, lo que le intriga de la llamada a Nisha, una prueba que podría refutar el 

testimonio de Adnan. Al final sucede el primer enfrentamiento entre la periodista y 

Adnan, Koenig anticipa que pedirá ayuda a los expertos. 

 

5 RESULTADOS Y DISCUSIÓN 

Los episodios analizados de Serial toman muchísimos recursos tradicionalmente narrativos, 

lo cual se ha visto demostrado en el análisis desarrollado. En cuanto a los hallazgos del 

análisis del lenguaje radiofónico, cada elemento se utiliza de manera creativa y planeada, se 

evitan clichés como el sobre uso del audio descriptivo.  Por otra parte, el análisis de 

contenido y temático resulta en una trama muy diversa, que escapa de la categorización con 

un solo género. De la misma forma, es un ejemplo de la narrativa moderna, existe un claro 

estilo de autor en Serial, con Koenig como guía, narradora y parte de la historia que relata. 

 

En cuanto a la voz radiofónica, existe un claro estilo de Serial, gracias a la narración de 

Koenig. Esta es tan característica que el timbre y el tono varían muy poco en los episodios. 

El timbre predominante a lo largo de la temporada es el claro, ya que es una producción de 

los expertos de This American Life y la calidad del audio es esencial. En varios momentos 

escuchamos el timbre áspero, especialmente en las declaraciones hechas por teléfono, las 

grabaciones de entrevistas policiales y las declaraciones en los juicios. Por último, el timbre 

oscuro es poco utilizado, se emplea para disfrazar las voces de entrevistados que no quieren 

que su identidad sea revelada. En cuanto al tono, este es predominantemente grave. Solo en 
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breves momentos se torna agudo, por ejemplo, en ocasiones cuando se trata de bites de breve 

duración. 

 

La música es un elemento esencial del podcast Serial, con una melodía original “Bad 

Dream”, con variaciones para cada episodio y/o momento narrativo, el podcast evoca las 

técnicas cinematográficas del uso del sonido. La música de las unidades analizadas se utiliza 

de manera expresiva para ubicar al oyente y avivar la narración de Koenig. También, para 

crear una atmósfera específica. Por otro lado, la música con función descriptiva se utiliza 

muy poco. El uso más notorio es en el segundo episodio The Breakup. Por último, la función 

narrativa es otra de las funciones principales con las que se utiliza la música en Serial, 

principalmente para marcar transiciones temáticas, de personajes, etc. 

 

Los efectos de sonido son el elemento menos presente en los episodios del podcast. Se 

emplean los efectos expresivos solo para anticipar un diálogo o evocar una conversación o 

ambiente y se usan extractos de las grabaciones de diálogos reales. No se utilizan efectos 

sonoros descriptivos en absoluto, se utilizan para este fin elementos más sutiles como la 

música. Tampoco se utilizan efectos con función narrativa. 

 

El silencio, poco usual para los productos radiales tradicionales, es ampliamente utilizado 

en Serial con variedad de intenciones. Por ejemplo, toma bastante protagonismo en su 

función expresiva, para delatar tensión, énfasis o sorpresa. Asimismo, la función narrativa 

es la intención con la que más se emplea el silencio: es usado para marcar pausas, inicios y 

finales, cambios y demás. En contraste, no se usa el silencio con intención descriptiva. 

 

En cuanto al análisis temático, este dio resultados afines a los recursos narrativos 

característicos de la literatura y el cine. Los títulos de los episodios son, en su mayoría cortos 

e invitan al oyente a descubrir qué implican. El espacio en el que se desarrollan las unidades 

de análisis es principalmente Maryland, aunque en algunos episodios se definen lugares más 

específicos como la escuela, la casa de Jennifer o el parque Leakin. El tiempo se mueve del 

presente al pasado, gracias a la investigación que transcurre en el presente y los hechos de 
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1999 que son los evaluados. En ocasiones los episodios se centran en la fecha de la 

desaparición de Hae y en otros en los días posteriores o previos. Los personajes principales 

del podcast son Sarah Koenig, narradora y parte; Adnan Syed, sospechoso y protagonista; y 

Jay Wilds, testigo principal. Además de ellos, Koenig nos presenta a sus familias, sus 

profesores, sus amigos y sus conocidos, a los policías y a los abogados involucrados en el 

caso. Todos estos personajes aparecen de manera que la trama se desarrolla y vamos 

familiarizándonos y poniéndonos en el lugar de los personajes principales. Por ejemplo, algo 

que Koenig reitera es su duda sobre la culpabilidad o inocencia de Adnan, nunca realiza una 

sentencia porque se siente insegura al igual que la mayoría de los oyentes. Los argumentos, 

a su vez, varían en el enfoque de cada parte de la historia. A veces un episodio es un thriller, 

otras veces una historia de amor o policial. Cada episodio trata de una temática específica, 

con sus propios protagonistas e historia. Algo resaltante también es que Koenig es parte de 

la historia, lo que ella y sus productores hacen también es reportado y contado abiertamente 

´para los oyentes. Se vuelve una suerte de conversación semanal entre Koenig, quien se 

presenta como alguien con quien uno se puede sentir semejante, y nosotros los oyentes. 

6 CONCLUSIONES 

Las respuestas a nuestra pregunta: ¿Qué define al podcast Serial como el principal exponente 

del podcasting narrativo?, son múltiples y complejas. Los episodios analizados comparten 

varios elementos de la radio tradicional y los largometrajes auditivos europeos de los años 

60s, pero toman un nuevo giro gracias al universo digital. Sarah Koenig y sus productores 

logran un podcast bien documentado y periodísticamente correcto, pero a la vez rebelde y 

disruptivo por su naturaleza digital.  

 

En primer lugar, hemos hallado que las características del uso del lenguaje radiofónico en el 

podcast Serial son las siguientes: el uso de una voz radiofónica perpetuamente clara y grave, 

mezclada con entrevistas en timbre áspero, pero también grave; el uso de elementos como 

los silencios y la música con funciones predominantemente expresivas y narrativas, casi 

nunca descriptivas.  Los elementos del lenguaje radiofónico se utilizan para crear atmósferas 

y nunca son inoportunos o distraen al oyente, por el contrario, crean un relato armonioso que 

se asemeja mucho al utilizado en los productos cinematográficos. 
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En segundo lugar, las características temáticas y de contenido del podcast Serial son: el uso 

de distintos temas por capítulo, que no permiten al podcast ser catalogado en un género 

determinado y la intervención de la periodista como narradora y parte del relato. Koenig, 

como he expresado en varios momentos, se convierte en un personaje más de la historia que 

presenta, interactúa con los personajes y comparte con los oyentes sus sentimientos y 

actitudes personales. Asimismo, los temas que se tratan en cada episodio son muy distintos 

los unos de los otros, Serial trata de relaciones amorosas, crímenes, actitud adolescente y 

hasta de mecanismos judiciales. Por este motivo, es muy difícil encajar al podcast en un solo 

género temático. 

 

En tercer lugar, Serial llegó al internet en el año 2014, después de que los podcasts se habían 

popularizado y luego vuelto a una comunidad considerada nicho. Este podcast; sin embargo, 

logró romper esas barreras y se posicionó como un elemento de la cultura pop 

estadounidense comparable con películas de Marvel o celebridades. Este es un espectro que 

nunca habían alcanzado los podcasts, incluso en la primera ola de difusión a inicios de los 

2000s. Es por ello que los autores citados consideran a esta obra un punto de quiebre, que 

marcó el paso de los podcasts a un futuro posiblemente mucho más comercial y masivo. El 

podcast de Sarah Koenig lo logró a través de un estilo muy distinto a la radio tradicional: 

cercano a los oyentes, sin límites de temática o de formalidad, producido impecablemente 

por exproductores de radios públicas estadounidenses y adaptado a su universo: el internet. 

 

En síntesis, son todas estas cualidades las que responden a la merecida calificación de Serial 

como principal exponente del podcasting narrativo. El símil con el cine, el acercamiento a 

la narrativa acústica y un caso emocionante contribuyeron a las millones de descargas que 

obtuvo la primera temporada. Un podcast nuevo en su contexto, desafiante, bien producido 

e independiente fue lo que tomó para que el audio digital conquistara a las masas. 
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8 ANEXOS 

8.1 Anexo 1 

Episode 1: The Alibi / Episodio 1: La coartada  

Sarah Koenig 

For the last year, I've spent every working day trying to figure out where a high school kid 

was for an hour after school one day in 1999-- or if you want to get technical about it, and 

apparently I do, where a high school kid was for 21 minutes after school one day in 1999. 

This search sometimes feels undignified on my part. I've had to ask about teenagers' sex 
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lives, where, how often, with whom, about notes they passed in class, about their drug habits, 

their relationships with their parents. 

And I'm not a detective or a private investigator. I've not even a crime reporter. But, yes, 

every day this year, I've tried to figure out the alibi of a 17-year-old boy. Before I get into 

why I've been doing this, I just want to point out something I'd never really thought about 

before I started working on this story. And that is, it's really hard to account for your time, 

in a detailed way, I mean. 

How'd you get to work last Wednesday, for instance? Drive? Walk? Bike? Was it raining? 

Are you sure? 

Did you go to any stores that day? If so, what did you buy? Who did you talk to? The entire 

day, name every person you talked to. It's hard. 

Now imagine you have to account for a day that happened six weeks back. Because that's 

the situation in the story I'm working on in which a bunch of teenagers had to recall a day 

six weeks earlier. And it was 1999, so they had to do it without the benefit of texts or 

Facebook or Instagram. Just for a lark, I asked some teenagers to try it. 

Sarah Koenig 

Do you remember what you did on that Friday? 

Tyler 

No. Not at all. I can't remember anything. 

Sarah Koenig 

Wait, nothing? 

Tyler 

No. I can't remember anything that far back. I'm pretty sure I was in school. I think-- no? 

Sarah Koenig 
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That's Tyler. He's 18. I asked my nephew Sam. He's 18, too. 

Sam 

Not a clue. In school, probably. I would be in school. Actually, I think I worked that day. 

Yeah, I worked that day. And I went to school. That was about it. 

Sarah Koenig 

Actually, on second thought? 

Sam 

I don't think I went to school that day. 

Sarah Koenig 

You don't think you went. 

Sam 

Yeah, no, I didn't. I definitely didn't. 

Sarah Koenig 

Here's Sam's friend Elliot. He seemed to have better recall. 

Elliot 

Actually, I may have gone to the movies that night later. 

Sarah Koenig 

Do you remember what you saw? 

Elliot 

Now that I'm thinking. I'm sorry? Yeah, I think I saw 22 Jump Street. 
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Sarah Koenig 

OK. And did you go with friends? 

Elliot 

Yeah. I went with Sam and this kid Sean, Carter, a bunch of people. 

Sarah Koenig 

Wait, Sam, my nephew Sam? 

Elliot 

Yeah, yeah. 

Sarah Koenig 

Oh, OK. So Sam says he was at work. 

Elliot 

Oh, then it wasn't that night, then. 

Sarah Koenig 

One kid did actually remember pretty well, because it was the last day of state testing at his 

school and he'd saved up to go to a nightclub. That's the main thing I learned from this 

exercise, which is no big shocker, I guess. If some significant event happened that day, you 

remember that, plus you remember the entire day much better. 

If nothing significant happened, then the answers get very general. I most likely did this, or 

I most likely did that. These are words I've heard a lot lately. Here's the case I've been 

working on. 

Almost 15 years ago, on January 13, 1999, a girl named Hae Min Lee disappeared. She was 

a senior at Woodlawn High School in Baltimore County in Maryland. She was Korean. She 
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was smart, and beautiful, and cheerful, and a great athlete. She played field hockey and 

lacrosse. And she was responsible. 

Right after school she was supposed to pick up her little cousin from kindergarten and drop 

her home. But she didn't show. That's when Hae Lee's family knew something was up, when 

the cousin's school called. 

About a month later, on February 9, Hae's body was found in a big park in Baltimore, really 

a rambling forest. A maintenance guy who said he'd stopped to take a leak on his way to 

work discovered her there. He'd noticed a bit of her black hair poking out of a shallow grave. 

The cause of death was manual strangulation, meaning someone did it with their hands. A 

couple weeks after that, so six weeks after she first went missing, Hae's ex-boyfriend, a guy 

named Adnan Syed, was arrested for her murder. He's been in prison ever since. 

I first heard about this story more than a year ago when I got an email from a woman named 

Rabia Chaudry. Rabia knows Adnan pretty well. Her younger brother Saad is Adnan's best 

friend. And they believe he's innocent. 

Rabia was writing to me because, way back when, I used to be a reporter for the Baltimore 

Sun, and she'd come across some stories I'd written about a well-known defense attorney in 

Baltimore who'd been disbarred for mishandling client money. That attorney was the same 

person who defended Adnan, her last major trial, in fact. 

Rabia told me she thought the attorney botched the case-- not just botched it, actually, but 

threw the case on purpose so she could get more money for the appeal. The lawyer had died 

a few years later. She'd been sick. 

Rabia asked if I would please just take a look at Adnan's case. I don't get emails like this 

every day. So I thought, sure, why not? 

I read a few newspaper clips about the case, looked up a few trial records. And on paper, the 

case was like a Shakespearean mashup-- young lovers from different worlds thwarting their 

families, secret assignations, jealousy, suspicion, and honor besmirched, the villain not a 

Moor exactly, but a Muslim all the same, and a final act of murderous revenge. And the main 

stage? A regular old high school across the street from a 7-Eleven. 
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Sarah Koenig 

Hi, are you Rabia? Hi. Am I saying your name correctly? 

Rabia 

Rabia. 

Sarah Koenig 

Rabia. OK. 

I went to go see Rabia. She was surrounded by paper-- files, loose stacks, binders, some 

crappy looking boxes-- all court documents and attorney's files from Adnan's case. Some of 

the papers were warped and discolored. 

Sarah Koenig 

Why do they look wet? They look wet. 

Rabia 

These have been damaged, because these-- 

Sarah Koenig 

She explained that it was because the boxes had been in her car, on and off, for 15 years. 

Rabia is a lawyer herself. She mostly does immigration stuff. Her office takes up the corner 

of a much larger open space that I think is a Pakistani travel agency, though it's hard to tell. 

It's in this little strip mall. Across the parking lot, there's a new Pakistani restaurant, an 

African evangelical church, an Indian clothing shop, a convenience store. On the sidewalk 

outside, I found a teeny weeny bag of marijuana. 

Baltimore County is like this, at least on the west side. It's where a lot of middle class and 

working class people go, many immigrants included, to get their kids out of the badass city. 

Though the badass city is close by. 
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Rabia is 40. She's short, and she's got a beautiful round face framed by hijab. She's adorable 

looking, but you definitely shouldn't mess with her. She's very smart and very tough, and 

she could crush you. 

Her brother Saad was at Rabia's office too the first time I went. He's 33, a mortgage broker, 

more laid back than Rabia. They told me about Adnan Syed, their friend-- not just a good 

kid, but an especially good kid-- smart, kind, goofy, handsome. So that when he was arrested 

for murder, so many people who know him were stunned. 

Rabia 

He was like the community's golden child. 

Sarah Koenig 

Oh, really? Talk more about that. 

Rabia 

He was an honor roll student, volunteer EMT. He was on the football team. He was a star 

runner on the track team. He was the homecoming king. He led prayers at the mosque. 

Everybody knew Adnan to be somebody who was going to do something really big. 

Sarah Koenig 

I later fact checked all these accolades, of course, and learned that Rabia was mostly right, 

though she sometimes gets a little loosey-goosey with the details. Adnan was an EMT, but 

he didn't volunteer. He was paid for it. He was on the track team, but he wasn't a star. He did 

play football. And he did lead prayers on occasion. 

He wasn't homecoming king. But he was prince of his junior prom, and this at a high school 

that was majority black. They picked the Pakistani Muslim kid. So you get the picture. He 

was an incredibly likable and well-liked kid. 

This conversation with Rabia and Saad, this is what launched me on this yearlong-- 

"obsession" is maybe too strong a word-- let's say fascination with this case. By the end of 

this hour, you're going to hear different people tell different versions of what happened the 
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day Hae Lee was killed. But let's start with the most important version of the story, the one 

Rabia told me first. And that's the one that was presented at trial. 

The state's case against Adnan went like this. He and Hae had been going out since junior 

prom. But Adnan wasn't supposed to be dating at all. Adnan was born in the US, but his 

parents are from Pakistan. And they're conservative Muslims-- no drinking, no smoking, no 

girls, all that. 

Saad and Rabia's parents are the same way. Their families are friends. But even though 

Adnan and Saad and their buddies were Muslims, they were also, shall we say, healthy 

American teenagers who were going to do what teenagers do, so long as they didn't get 

caught. 

So Adnan had to keep his relationship with Hae secret. The state used this against him in 

two ways. First, they argued, he put everything on the line-- his family, his relationships at 

the mosque-- to run around with this girl. So that when she broke up with him eight months 

later, he was left with nothing, and he was outraged. He couldn't take it, and he killed her. 

And the second way they used it, as they said-- look at what a liar he is, how duplicitous. He 

plays the good Muslim son at home and at the mosque, but look what he was up to. Saad 

remembers the prosecutor's closing argument at trial. 

Saad 

His family didn't know that he actually drank, he smoked, he was having sex. 

Sarah Koenig 

This was proof of bad character, someone who could be a murderer. But Saad says, if Adnan 

is guilty of anything, it's of being a normal kid with immigrant parents. 

Saad 

So the prosecution had painted Adnan as a totally bipolar or a maniacal dual personality. 

Sarah Koenig 
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We all grew up with that dual personality. 

Saad 

I know, it was forced. I'm the same way. I was like, they could paint the same thing. Because 

I was actually homecoming king, which I don't know if my sister even knows. 

Rabia 

I did not know this. 

Saad 

She did not know. So I was dating a girl that was-- 

Sarah Koenig 

And why is homecoming king bad? That sounds like a good thing. 

Rabia 

We don't go to homecoming. We don't-- 

Sarah Koenig 

Because it's a dance. 

Rabia 

It's a dance. It's a mixed gender-- 

Saad 

So I was in the same boat. My parents, my sister, they didn't know about this at all. Right 

now, more than 10 year later, she's finding out. I know, I'll admit. On one side, my family 

thinks I'm a virgin. But on the other hand, I play-- you know. 

Rabia 
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--way too much. 

Saad 

But it's the truth. 

Sarah Koenig 

TMI, TMI, TMI. 

Saad 

See that? That right there is kind of making her feel uncomfortable. She's like, whoa, whoa, 

whoa. 

Sarah Koenig 

So just on motive alone, Saad and Rabia found the whole thing ridiculous. As for physical 

evidence, there was none-- nothing. Apart from some fingerprints in Hae's car, which Adnan 

had been in many times, there was nothing linking him to the crime-- no DNA, no fibers, no 

hairs, no matching soil from the bottom of his boots. 

Instead, what they had on Adnan was one guy's story, a guy named Jay. He's the third person 

you need to remember in this crime story besides Hae and Adnan. Jay was a friend of 

Adnan's. They'd been in school together since middle school. 

They weren't super close, but they had mutual friends. Jay sold weed, and he and Adnan 

smoked together. The story Jay told police had problems, because it kept changing from 

telling to telling. But they were able to bolster the main plot points using cell records from 

Adnan's phone. 

By the time I left Rabia's office that first day, I understood only one thing clearly, though 

maybe not the thing Rabia and Saad wanted me to understand. But what I took away from 

the visit was, somebody is lying here. Maybe Adnan really is innocent. But what if he isn't? 

What if he did do it, and he's got all these good people thinking he didn't? 

So either it's Jay or it's Adnan. But someone is lying. And I really wanted to figure out who. 
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In the early morning of February 28, 1999, Adnan was arrested by Baltimore City detectives. 

He was asleep in his bed when they showed up at his house. They took him straight from his 

untidy bedroom to an interrogation room at Homicide downtown. What Adnan didn't know 

is that just hours before they picked him up, the cops had interviewed his friend Jay. 

Detective 

This is a taped interview of Jay, black male, 19 years of age. We're at the offices of Homicide, 

specifically the colonel's conference room. 

Sarah Koenig 

The police recorded two taped interviews with Jay. And I'm going to play you the second 

one from a couple weeks later, only because the sound quality is much better. Just a warning 

that the tape is a little upsetting to hear in parts. 

Detective 

Why don't you go ahead and tell us what you know about the death of Hae Lee. 

Jay 

OK. I'd left out, went shopping with a friend of mine, an ex-friend of mine, Adnan. We had 

had a conversation. During the conversation he stated that he was going to kill that bitch, 

referring to Hae Lee. I took it with context. It didn't stand out in my head any. 

Sarah Koenig 

Jay said he didn't take it too seriously. The cops have him start again from the top. On the 

morning of the 13th, Jay says, Adnan had left school and driven to Jay's house. Jay had 

graduated from school the year before and was working, but not on that day. 

January 13 happens to be the birthday of Jay's girlfriend, Stephanie. And Jay, who didn't 

have his own car, needed to go buy something for her. So Adnan comes over. According to 

Jay, they go shopping at the mall. 

Detective 
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When did you do that? 

Jay 

We left the mall. I took him to school. I dropped him off in the back of the school. He went 

up to class. He left his cell phone in the car with me, told me he'd call me. I went back to my 

friend Jenn’s house and waited for him to call. 

Detective 

OK, now at this point, you know why he's leaving the car with you. 

Jay 

Yes. 

Detective 

And why is that? 

Jay 

Because he said he was going to kill Hae. 

Detective 

And the reason you have the car and the cell phone was why? 

Jay 

To pick him up from wherever he was going to do this at. 

Detective 

OK, and you had talked about this while you were shopping that day? 

Jay 

The details of the car and all? 
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Detective 

The events, how they were going to plan out. 

Jay 

That day he told me, yes. He told me, I'm going to leave you with my cellphone and my car, 

and I need you to come get me. Yes. 

Detective 

After-- 

Jay 

After he had killed Hae, yes. 

Detective 

OK. 

Sarah Koenig 

Later that afternoon, the call comes. 

Detective 

You received a phone call from Adnan. 

Jay 

Yes. 

Detective 

On his cellphone. 

Jay 
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Yes. 

Detective 

Which is in your possession. 

Jay 

Yes. 

Detective 

And the conversation was what? 

Jay 

That bitch is dead. Come and get me. I'm at Best Buy. 

Sarah Koenig 

Jay drives to Best Buy and sees Adnan in the parking lot. 

Jay 

I noticed that Hae wasn't with him. I parked next to him. He asked me to get out the car. I 

get out the car. He asks me, am I ready for this? And I say, ready for what? 

And he takes the keys. He opens the trunk. And all I can see is Hae's lips are all blue, and 

she's pretzeled up in the back of the trunk. And she's dead. 

Sarah Koenig 

They leave the parking lot. Adnan's driving Hae's car with her body in the trunk. Jay's driving 

Adnan's car. They ditch Hae's car at the I-70 park and ride. And then, to hear Jay tell it, they 

just kind of tool around Baltimore County together for a while as if nothing had happened-- 

buy some weed, cruise around, make some calls. After a while, Jay drives Adnan back to 

Woodlawn High School. 
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Detective 

Why did you take him back to school? 

Jay 

He told me that I had to take him back to school because he needed to be seen there. 

Detective 

Was he going to a certain event? 

Jay 

It was practice, track practice. 

Detective 

Track practice. 

Jay 

Yes. 

Detective 

So he wanted an alibi? 

Jay 

Yes. 

Detective 

He wanted to be seen by people at track. 

Jay 

Yes. 
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Detective 

And you guys had discussed that? 

Jay 

He just told me that he needed to be seen. 

Detective 

Yes. 

Jay 

He told me that he needed to be seen. 

Detective 

At track practice. You took him back? 

Jay 

Yes. 

Detective 

Are you having any conversation with Adnan at the time? 

Jay 

To the effect, yes. Don't tell anyone. He said that he couldn't believe he killed somebody 

with his bare hands, that all the other mother [BLEEP] referring to hoods and thugs and stuff 

think they're hard core. But he just killed a person with his bare hands. 

Detective 

So at this point he's bragging about it? 

Jay 
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Basically. 

Detective 

He was proud of it? 

Jay 

Yes. 

Sarah Koenig 

After track practice, Jay picks Adnan up again. They drive around some more. By this time, 

Hae's family was worried, and they'd called the police, who in turn called a couple of Hae's 

friends, including Adnan. 

The call comes in on his cell. The cops ask if he's seen Hae or knows where she is. Jay says 

after the call, they drive to Jay's to get some shovels, go retrieve Hae's car from the park and 

ride. They drive around some more and finally end up at Leakin Park, where Adnan proceeds 

to bury Hae. It's evening by now, maybe 7:00 or 8:00 PM. 

Jay 

And he asked me if I was going to help. And I told him, [BLEEP] no. And he starts just 

shoveling dirt on top of her. After we leave there-- 

Detective 

Let me stop there. 

Jay 

Yes. 

Detective 

You helped him dig the hole. 
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Jay 

Yes. 

Detective 

How long did it take you both to dig the hole? 

Jay 

20, 25 minutes. 

Detective 

How deep did you make the hole? 

Jay 

Oh, maybe six inches at the most. It wasn't very deep at all. 

Detective 

Who did most of the digging? 

Jay 

Uh, it was-- 

Detective 

Both of you? 

Jay 

Yeah. 

Detective 

Equal work? 
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Jay 

I wouldn't say that, but yeah. 

Detective 

OK. 

Sarah Koenig 

So those are the key points. Adnan told Jay in advance he was going to do it. He did it. They 

buried her. Jay's story wasn't just the foundation of the state's case against Adnan. It was the 

state's case against Adnan. 

In the picture Jay drew, it's cold. I mean, he's not describing a crime of passion here. This is 

something much darker-- to methodically map out the death of your friend, to strangle her 

with your own hands so close up like that. That would mean Adnan wasn't just a killer, but 

a master liar and manipulator, a psychopath, probably. 

Adnan's in a maximum security prison in western Maryland. He calls me at my request about 

twice a week. He talks to me from a bank of eight pay phones in the rec hall, a pretty large 

room where other guys are sitting at tables with metal seats attached to them playing chess 

or cards or using the microwave or watching TV. 

It can get a little loud sometimes. Once I asked if all eight phones were always occupied. 

And he said, usually not, because guys who have been in for a long time, often they have no 

one to call. 

When I first met Adnan in person, I was struck by two things. He was way bigger than I 

expected-- barrel chested and tall. In the photos I'd seen, he was still a lanky teenager with 

struggling facial hair and sagging jeans. By now, he was 32. He'd spent nearly half his life 

in prison, becoming larger and properly bearded. 

And the second thing, which you can't miss about Adnan, is that he has giant brown eyes 

like a dairy cow. That's what prompts my most idiotic lines of inquiry. Could someone who 

looks like that really strangle his girlfriend? Idiotic, I know. 
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When he first heard Jay's story of the crime, Adnan didn't say, well, it didn't happen like that, 

or, I didn't mean for it to happen like that. He said, it didn't happen. None of this is true at 

all. He says he had nothing to do with Hae's murder, and he doesn't know who did. 

Hae was Adnan's first serious relationship with a girl. He says he loved her in the way of 

high school love, but then also in the way of high school got over her. So that when they 

broke up for good sometime before Christmas break of senior year, he says he was sad for 

sure, but not obsessed or anything. 

Adnan 

I just sometimes wish they could look into my brain and see how I really felt about her. And 

no matter what else someone would say, they would see, man, this guy had no ill will toward 

her. Whatever the motivation is to kill someone, I had absolutely-- it didn't exist in me, you 

know what I mean? No one can ever say why. 

People could say why. Oh, man, he was mad, this, that, or the other. But no one could ever 

come with any type of proof or anecdote or anything to ever say that I was ever mad at her, 

that I was ever angry with her, that I ever threatened her. That's the only thing I can really 

hold onto. That is like my only firm handhold in this whole thing, that no one's ever been 

able to prove it. 

No one ever has been able to provide any shred of evidence that I had anything but friendship 

toward her, like love and respect for her. That's at the end of the day, man. The only thing I 

can ever say is, man, I had no reason to kill her. 

Sarah Koenig 

He's adamant about this. You can hear it, right? He's staunch. The problem is, when you ask 

Adnan to go back and tell his version of what happened that day, to refute Jay's story, 

everything becomes a lot mushier. 

Yes, he hung out with Jay on the 13th, both during and after school. But he doesn't remember 

exactly where they went, or what they did, or what time it was. Here's what he's got. 
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January 13 unfolded like any other day, a normal, mostly uneventful day. He says there are 

a couple of things that do stand out, though. That day was Stephanie's birthday. Stephanie 

was one of Adnan's best friends and also Jay's girlfriend. 

Adnan had gotten Stephanie a birthday present, a stuffed reindeer, which he'd given to her 

in second period, Miss Ephron's English class. 

Adnan 

And it occurred to me that day that I was going to ask her boyfriend, Jay, did he get her a 

gift? So sometime during the day before noon-- 

Sarah Koenig 

Wait, Adnan, just hold up for a second. Why did you care whether Jay got Stephanie a 

present? What's it to you? 

Adnan 

Well, Stephanie was a very close friend of mine, as I mentioned. And I just kind of wanted 

to make sure that she also got a gift from him, you know? She had mentioned to me that she 

was looking forward to getting a gift from him. She mentioned that she was really happy to 

get the gift that I gave her. 

So as I would with any friend, I just kind of went to check on that. I kind of had a feeling 

that maybe he didn't get her a gift. And I had free periods during school. So it was not 

abnormal for me to leave school to go do something and then come back. 

So I went to his house. And I asked him, did you happen to get a present for Stephanie? He 

said no. So I said, if you want to, you can drop me back off to school. You can borrow my 

car. And you can go to the mall and get her a gift or whatever. Then just come pick me up 

after track practice that day. 

Sarah Koenig 

So then what happened? 
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Adnan 

Well, then when school was over, I would have went to the library. I know that I usually 

check-- well, I didn't usually check. But if I was going to check my email, it would be using 

the library computer. You know, sometimes I would go there because track practice didn't 

start until around maybe 3 o'clock or 3:30-ish. 

So it didn't start right after school. So there was a period of time of almost like an hour, an 

hour and some change, that was kind of free time. 

Sarah Koenig 

This hour and change after school, this is the crucial window. This is the time when the state 

says Hae was killed. School got out at 2:15. People remember seeing her after her last class 

heading to her car. 

According to Jay's story and the cellphone records, she was dead by 2:36 PM. So sometime 

in those 21 minutes, between 2:15 and 2:36, she was strangled. So that's obviously the same 

window Adnan needed to account for. To quote Adnan, "My case lived and died in those 21 

minutes." 

So where does Adnan say he was? Well, maybe the library, but nobody testified to that at 

trial. Then to track practice-- he does remember being at track one day when it was snowing, 

which might have been that day. The coach testified that Adnan probably was there, but he 

can't be 100% sure because, as a rule, he didn't take attendance. After school is when his 

memories become nonspecific. Usually we did this, or we probably would have done that. 

Adnan 

Probably track practice would have ended like, I'd say, 4:30. 

Sarah Koenig 

Jay did come to pick up Adnan after track. That part Adnan seems to more or less remember. 

It was Ramadan, so Adnan would have been fasting all day and hungry. 

Adnan 
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It probably would've been close to time for me to break fast. He would have came to pick 

me up, and we would have went to go get something to eat. And then we would have smoked 

some weed after, right? And then I would have had to have been home around 7, 8 o'clock, 

right? 

Or usually like the last 10 nights of Ramadan, my father would spend the night at the mosque. 

So a lot of times I would take him food. I think my mother would make food for him, and I 

would take it usually before 8 o'clock. Because that's the last evening prayer. 

Sarah Koenig 

Did you ever leave the campus before the end of track practice? Did you ever-- 

Adnan 

No. 

Sarah Koenig 

OK. 

Adnan 

No. 

Sarah Koenig 

You're sure? 

Adnan 

I want to say that I'm 99% sure. 

Sarah Koenig 

OK. 

Adnan 
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The reason why I can't say 100 is because-- I mean, I do kind of understand that it comes 

across as-- I don't know if it does or doesn't. But it seems like I remember things that are 

beneficial to me, but things that aren't beneficial to me I can't remember. It's just that I don't 

really know what to say beyond the fact that a lot of the day that I do remember, it's bits and 

pieces that comes from what other people have said that they remember, right? And it kind 

of jogs my memory. 

Yeah. I don't really know what to say. And I completely understand how that comes across. 

I mean, the only thing I can say is, man, it was just a normal day to me. There was absolutely 

nothing abnormal about that day. 

Sarah Koenig 

Adnan knows better than anyone how unhelpful this all is, how problematic. Because it plays 

both ways. If he's innocent, right, it's any other day. Of course he doesn't remember. 

But you can also read it as, how convenient. He doesn't remember the day. So no one can 

fact check him, or poke holes in his story. Because he has no story. 

Adnan 

I definitely understand that someone could look at this and say, oh, man, he must be lying. 

It's so coincidental that he doesn't remember what he did this particular time. I mean, I 

completely understand that, and I get that. Like I said, that's the hardest thing I've dealt with 

for these past 15 years. 

There's nothing tangible I can do to remember that day. There's nothing I can do to make me 

remember. I've pored through the transcripts. I've looked through the telephone records. 

What else can I do? 

There's nothing I can do. So perhaps I'll never be able to explain it. And it is what it is. If 

someone believes me or not, you know, I have no control over it. 

Sarah Koenig 
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Adnan's trial was a long ordeal. Jay was on the stand for something like five days. A 

cellphone expert testified for two days, a lifetime when you're discussing cell tower 

technology. There were absences, and some bad weather closed the courts. So it was six 

weeks before both sides rested. 

But the jury? They moved like lightning. After just a few hours, including a lunch break, 

they convicted Adnan of first-degree murder. Rabia Chaudry was there in the courtroom 

when it happened. She says his mother was crying. She was crying. 

Rabia hadn't sat through the whole trial. So the first time she fully understood that the case 

came down to those 21 minutes was during closing arguments, when the prosecutor brought 

out a dummy's head and strangled it in front of the jury. That evening, after the verdict, Rabia 

went to see Adnan in lockup. 

Rabia 

And so I went to go see him. So this is the same day he's been convicted. And this is the first 

time I actually had a conversation with him about, what's going on? And I was like, you 

know, Adnan, the whole thing's turning on these 20, 25 minutes. Where were you? 

And he's like, she disappeared in January, you know? In March, you're asking me, where 

were you after school for 20 minutes on a specific day? All the days are the same to me, you 

know? 

Sarah Koenig 

But then he mentions that there was this one girl, an alibi girl. 

Rabia 

He's like, the only thing I could offer is I remember there's a girl I go to school with. Her 

name's Asia McClain. He's like, right after I got arrested, she wrote me a couple of letters. 

And she said she also went to see my family. And she said she specifically remembers me 

being at the library, at the public library, right after school. 

Sarah Koenig 
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The Woodlawn public library is just across the parking lot from Woodlawn High School. It's 

not technically part of the campus, but it might as well be. 

Rabia 

He said, I gave those letters to Christina Gutierrez, to my attorney. He's like, but apparently 

it didn't really check out. So he's like, I don't know. So they're not helpful to us. So this was 

the first time I heard of this girl Asia McClain. I had never heard of her before. Nobody had 

mentioned her before. 

Sarah Koenig 

Were you floored, like, wait, wait, wait, wait, what? I mean, like-- 

Rabia 

I wasn't floored at the time. Because I thought, if this girl wrote and the attorney-- what 

criminal defense attorney's not going to check out a potential alibi? So I asked him, I said, 

do you have a copy of those letters? He said, yeah, I have a copy. I said, send me a copy. 

Sarah Koenig 

Adnan sends the letters to Rabia, and here's what she reads. The first letter, the first of two, 

is dated March 1, 1999. That is one day after Adnan was arrested. At the top of the letter, 

she notes, "I just came from your house an hour ago. 

Dear Adnan-- I hope I spelled it right. I'm not sure if you remember talking to me in the 

library on January 13, but I remember chatting with you." She says, quote, "we aren't really 

close friends, but I want you to look into my eyes and tell me of your innocence. If I ever 

find otherwise, I will hunt you down and whip your ass. OK, friend?" At the bottom she 

added a little note. "My boyfriend and his best friend remember seeing you there, too." 

That's letter number one. Then the next day, on March 2, she writes Adnan another letter. 

This one's typed. It's chattier. She talks about the gossip at school, the bits and pieces of 

evidence about the crime that are circulating, what the students are saying, what the teachers 

are saying, about her visit to his house. 
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Quote, "Your brothers are nice. I don't think I met your mother. I think I met your dad. Does 

he have a big gray beard? They gave me and Justin soda and cake. There was a whole bunch 

of people at your house. I didn't know who they were. 

I also didn't know that Muslims take their shoes off in the house. Thank God they didn't 

make me take mine off. My stinky feet probably would have knocked everyone out cold. 

Why haven't you told anyone about talking to me in the library?" she asks him. "Did you 

think it was unimportant? You didn't think that I would remember? Or did you just totally 

forget yourself?" 

Adnan says now that he does in fact remember seeing Asia in the library. The thing he 

remembers about it is so high school. Asia used to go out with Adnan's friend Justin. And 

Justin had confided that Asia was a proper young lady." In other words, Justin wasn't getting 

any. 

So Adnan remembers thinking he would now get to tease Justin about seeing Asia with her 

new boyfriend. Maybe the new guy was getting lucky, ha, ha. Anyway, Rabia calls Asia up. 

It's been a year since she wrote the letters, but she agrees to meet. 

Rabia 

And she told me, that day after school I went to the public library. And Adnan was sitting at 

a computer, checking email or something. And I sat down next to him. We started chatting. 

And Adnan was a very popular boy in school. He was handsome and popular with the ladies. 

So she was speaking to him. And her boyfriend shows up a little bit later with a friend. And 

she said her boyfriend was really angry at her, because he's like, why are you talking to him? 

You know, high school kids, why are you talking to him? Is he hitting on you? 

And she remembered very specifically that that day she went to her boyfriend's house with 

him, and they got snowed in. And it snowed really heavily that night. And she remembered 

that for the following two days, school was closed. So she had very specific details about 

why she remembered that day. 

Sarah Koenig 
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Asia wrote out an affidavit on the spot. In it, she says she and Adnan spoke for about 15 to 

20 minutes while she was waiting for her boyfriend to give her a ride. Quote, "We left around 

2:40," unquote. Remember, Hae is supposed to be dead by 2:36. And then, the kicker-- "No 

attorney has ever contacted me about January 13, 1999 and the above information." 

So benefit of the doubt for a second-- maybe Adnan never actually showed the letters to 

Christina Gutierrez, his attorney. Sure, he said he did, but who knows? Well, I know. Deep 

inside Gutierrez's notes on the case-- I have boxes and boxes of such stuff-- there's this in 

her handwriting. "Asia plus boyfriend saw him in library 2:15 to 3:15." 

Then there's another note, dated July 13. It's more than four months after Adnan's arrest. This 

is written by one of Gutierrez's law clerks, who visited Adnan in jail. Quote, "Asia McClain 

saw him in the library at 3:00. Asia boyfriend saw him too. Library may have cameras." 

Why, oh, why was this person never heard from at trial-- a solid, non-crazy, detail-oriented 

alibi witness in a case that so sorely needed alibi witnesses? I can't ask Christina Gutierrez, 

because she died in 2004. 

So I put that question to a few defense attorneys. And they said, well, alibi witnesses can be 

tricky, especially if it's just one person. Because then it becomes one person's word over 

another. A single witness like that can backfire under cross-examination. Or they might take 

the jury's focus away from the weaknesses in the state's case. 

So there are conceivable strategic reasons why Christina Gutierrez might not have wanted 

to put Asia McClain on the stand. But what is inconceivable, they all said, is to not ever 

contact Asia McClain, to never make the call, never check it out, never find out if her story 

helps or hurts your case. That makes no sense whatsoever. That is not a strategy. That is a 

screw-up. 

When I first heard about the long-lost Asia letters and the lawyer's mistake, I thought, well, 

their fight is over, right? They've got an alibi witness who was never heard from. It's such a 

slam dunk. They're done. 

Adnan's family hired a new attorney, who filed a petition in court based on the Asia affidavit. 

His argument was that Adnan's trial could have turned out differently if Gutierrez had 
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checked out Asia's story. And so Adnan should get some form of what's called post-

conviction relief. 

The new lawyer figures he'll get Asia to come to the hearing. She'll vouch for her story. By 

this time, Asia had finished school and moved away. He finds an address on the West Coast, 

tries calling, sending messages-- nothing. Finally, he writes a letter to her, gives it to a private 

investigator, who goes out to Asia's house in hopes of delivering it. 

Asia's fiance comes to the door, opens it part way, tells the investigator that she cannot speak 

to Asia, but that from what he knows of Adnan's case, Adnan is guilty and deserved the 

punishment he got. Later, the investigator gets a call from the fiance. "We don't have to talk 

to you. Leave us alone." 

So Adnan's lawyer calls off the search for Asia, figuring once a witness turns on you like 

that, it's too risky to keep pushing. And then at Adnan's hearing on the new petition, it comes 

out that Asia had done the very thing they dreaded. Asia had called one of the prosecutors 

in Adnan's case, a guy named Kevin Urick, and undermined her own statement. This is from 

a recording of the hearing. Mr. Urick is testifying on the witness stand. 

Attorney 

Mr. Urick, how did you learn that the [INAUDIBLE] petition? 

Kevin Urick 

A young lady named Asia called me. 

Attorney 

And what did she say? 

Kevin Urick 

She was concerned, because she was being asked questions about an affidavit she'd written 

back at the time of the trial. She told me that she'd only written it because she was getting 

pressure from the family, and she basically wrote it to please them and get them off her back. 
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Rabia 

I don't know what happened to her and why she would do this. 

Sarah Koenig 

Here's Rabia again. She says it's not true that Asia was bullied into writing that statement 15 

years ago. And she can't fathom why Asia would discredit her own statement like that. 

Rabia 

I don't know why. The affidavit was written voluntarily. I'm an attorney. I'm a licensed 

attorney. I work on homeland security. I have no reason to make something like this up. I 

didn't even know she existed until after the conviction. 

Sarah Koenig 

So what do you think happened? Why would they have this sort of violent reaction to helping 

out Adnan now? 

Rabia 

I don't know. It was just really odd. 

Sarah Koenig 

So who knows what would have happened if Asia had shown up? Maybe it wouldn't have 

made a difference. After all, they had the original letters and the affidavit. That's all that 

should've mattered. But it didn't look good. 

It would be natural for the judge to wonder, why can't the defense produce this Asia person? 

Why is she making this call to a prosecutor? I mean, anyone would wonder. I wondered. I 

wondered if maybe she was pressured into writing that affidavit. And I wondered if she was 

hiding something. 
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Like maybe she'd lied in those 1999 letters. Maybe she didn't really see Adnan at the library 

that day and had just wanted to insert herself into something exciting. And maybe now that 

she was grown up, she wanted nothing to do with any of it. 

So three, four months after I first sat down with Rabia, I had become fixated on finding Asia. 

I'm like a bloodhound on this thing. Because the whole case seemed to me to be teetering on 

her memories of that afternoon. I have to know if Adnan really was in the library at 2:36 

PM. 

Because if he was, library equals innocent. It's so maddeningly simple. And maybe I can 

crack it if I could just talk to Asia. 

I write her a long, gentle, pleading letter and send it off to an address I find online. I'm calling 

people who know her or who I think might know her. I'm checking the same loop of 

Facebook, MyLife, LinkedIn sites over and over, trawling for clues about where she might 

be or how she might think. 

If you're wondering why I went so nuts on this story versus some other murder case, the best 

I can explain is this is the one that came to me. It wasn't halfway across the world or even 

next door. It came right to my lap. And if I could help get to the bottom of it, shouldn't I try? 

I start running down all the other information in Asia's 1999 letters. She mentioned there 

were security cameras inside the library. So my producer and I went to see the very nice 

manager there, Michelle Hamiel. 

Sarah Koenig 

Was there a security system back in '99 that could've been checked at the time? 

Michelle Hamiel 

Probably, yes. I'm going to say yes. 

Sarah Koenig 

OK. And what system was it? 
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Michelle Hamiel 

I have no idea. [LAUGHING] It was an old system. 

Sarah Koenig 

Yeah. But you think probably video? 

Michelle Hamiel 

It was video. And that was part of set up. Every morning you put a videotape in. 

Sarah Koenig 

Were you guys recycling the videotapes? 

Michelle Hamiel 

Yes. I think it ran for a week. So you had a Monday tape, a Tuesday tape, a Wednesday tape, 

and so forth. 

Sarah Koenig 

So even if, on the very day that Asia had written her first letter, Adnan's lawyer had run out 

to find the security tape, it probably would have been nonexistent by then. But what about 

the computer Adnan was supposedly using to check his email? 

Sarah Koenig 

To use the computer, did people have to sign in, write their name down? 

Michelle Hamiel 

They did. 

Sarah Koenig 

And what was the system then? 
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Michelle Hamiel 

Piece of paper and pencil. 

Sarah Koenig 

And those, by any chance, weren't logged meticulously and kept for 15 years, were they? 

Michelle Hamiel 

No. [LAUGHING] 

Sarah Koenig 

Bummer. We got nothing. 

Then there was the mystery of Asia's boyfriend, Derek, and his friend Jerrod. All winter and 

spring, every time I went to Baltimore, I went to Derek's mom's house looking for him, and 

to Jerrod's window tinting business. And then finally-- 

Sarah Koenig 

All right, so you're Jerrod Johnson. 

Jerrod Johnson 

Yes, I am. 

Sarah Koenig 

You don't know how excited we are to be talking to you. I've been looking for you for, like, 

four months. 

Jerrod Johnson 

What did I do? 

Sarah Koenig 
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You didn't do anything. But we were hoping maybe you remembered this moment. On 

January 13, 1999, do you have any memory, by any miracle, that you went to Woodlawn 

public library branch near Woodlawn High School to pick up Asia McClain with your friend 

Derek? 

Jerrod Johnson 

I have no idea. Asia McClain. Is that a person or a book? 

Sarah Koenig 

It's a person. 

Jerrod Johnson 

No, no recollection of it. 

Sarah Koenig 

Scratch Jerrod. Derek was my last hope. Eventually I caught him at home. Considering I 

woke him up, he was exceedingly courteous. He showed me a photo of Asia and him all 

dressed up. They dated most of senior year. 

Sarah Koenig 

What's up here? 

Derek 

This is our senior prom. Yeah. 

Sarah Koenig 

You guys both look really beautiful. 

Derek 

Yeah. That's Asia, yeah. 
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Sarah Koenig 

But Derek couldn't remember that day either-- shocking, I know. He used to pick Asia up 

from school almost every day back then, either from the library or from the front of the 

school. And he says he spoke to a lot of her friends just to be polite. 

Derek 

And it's very possible that I could have spoken to the gentleman and her on that day. But it's 

very hard to remember 15 years later. But it sounds like this definitely could have happened. 

I don't think Asia would-- Asia's not the type of person that would lie just to-- 

Sarah Koenig 

That's what I'm wondering. 

Derek 

She's definitely not that type of person to get involved with a lie. She's not that type of person. 

So it seemed pretty credible to me. 

Sarah Koenig 

One day I get a call on my cellphone from a blocked number. 

Sarah Koenig 

You guessed it-- Asia. 

Sarah Koenig 

I wish I could say that my charming, persuasive letter is what prompted Asia to call. But the 

truth is, she never got my letter. I had the wrong address. But she was calling because I'd 

followed up weeks later with a one-line email. And she was responding to that, a little 

confused. 

Asia McClain 
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It's just crazy. I mean, I have a couple minutes if you want to chat about it. 

Sarah Koenig 

I recorded our conversation on the cell, which is why the sound quality is so bad. Sorry about 

that. Asia is now a 33-year-old stay-at-home mother. And she has not spent the last 15 years 

worrying about Adnan and whether he's guilty. 

Asia McClain 

I trust the court system to do their due diligence. Because I was never questioned. I was 

never informed of anything pertaining to the case. I don't know why he was convicted. 

Sarah Koenig 

Asia said she was spooked when the private investigator came to her house. I don't know if 

that's why she didn't testify at the hearing or why she made the call to the prosecutor. But 

she told me that when she got the knock at the door, quote, "that was not cool." Because to 

her, if Adnan did do it, quote, "the last thing you want is a murderer being pissed off at you, 

knowing where you live." 

But she had a remarkably clear memory of what happened on January 13, 1999. She had an 

internship at the time, and so she got out of school much earlier than everyone else. Derek 

was supposed to come get her at the library along with Jerrod, but they were very late. She 

remembers seeing Adnan come in after Woodlawn let out for the day. 

Asia McClain 

Adnan came in. He sat at the table. And we weren't really close friends or anything like that, 

but we knew each other. And we chatted or whatever. And I can't remember. 

I think I must have asked him how he was doing or whatever, and he said fine. And he told 

me that him and Hae had broke up. And I was like, oh, well, that's a bummer. And I was 

like, what happened? And he was like, oh, well, she is seeing this other guy, some white 

dude. 
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But he was pretty chill about it. He was just like, you know, well, if she doesn't want to be 

with me, then that's fine. I just wish the best for her-- that kind of attitude. 

Sarah Koenig 

I'm not sure why Asia's memory of this interaction is so clear all these years later. My best 

guess is that, because she wrote it down at the time in those letters and then the affidavit, 

that the details somehow stuck. 

Sarah Koenig 

Do you remember what time you were talking, this would have happened in the library? Do 

you remember what time that conversation would have happened? 

Asia McClain 

I don't. Because I know school let out around 2:15. So it was probably around 2:30. 

Sarah Koenig 

Because you had said you got out of school earlier than other people. So were you there, 

were you at the library, before 2:15? 

Asia McClain 

Oh, yeah, I had been at the library for a few hours. 

Sarah Koenig 

Oh wow. 

Asia McClain 

Yeah, I was pretty pissed when Derek showed up. And he asked me who Adnan was. That 

was teenager boy language. He's like, you know, who the hell is that? 

And I said, don't even start with me. Because you're a few hours late. Don't worry about who 

that is, you know? I remember that day, because that was the day that it snowed. 
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Sarah Koenig 

Were there snow days after that, do you remember? 

Asia McClain 

I want to say there was, because I think that was like the first snow of the year. I wouldn't 

have even remembered if it hadn't have been for the snow. And the whole-- I just remember 

being so pissed about Derek being late and then getting snowed in at his house. And it was 

the first snow of that year. 

Sarah Koenig 

The snow is important. Hae disappeared on a Wednesday. That night there was a huge ice 

storm, which is unusual in Maryland. It ended up being a state emergency. And school was 

closed for the rest of the week. 

Asia started asking me questions about the case. Wasn't there DNA evidence? And what 

exactly was Jay's part in the whole thing? She wasn't sure Adnan was guilty. She said things 

I've now heard from so many people since. He seemed like he cared about Hae. He didn't 

seem angry or upset. I thought there was more proof. 

Asia McClain 

Even that day, I didn't walk away thinking, oh, I just started something. Do you know what 

I mean? If you want to base his innocence off of his composure at that moment, I would say 

he's innocent. But I'm 32 years old now, and I know that there's people out there capable of 

heinous acts that can keep a calm demeanor, you know? 

And I know that there are people who flip out on a moment's notice and do something that 

they regret for the rest of their lives. Even now, it would be nice if there was some 

technicality, something that would prove his innocence. Great, you know? One less evil 

person I've met in my life, you know? 

Sarah Koenig 
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But I think, Asia, you might be that technicality. Do you see what I mean? If you're saying 

that you saw him on this day at that time, that means the state's timeline for their whole 

theory of the case doesn't make any sense. 

Asia McClain 

It's a possibility. 

Sarah Koenig 

Because they're saying he was in the car with her at the very time that you're saying, no, I 

saw him at the library, and we were talking. Do you know what I mean? That's exactly the 

window where they're saying she was murdered. 

Asia McClain 

[SIGH] 

Sarah Koenig 

In case you couldn't hear that, it was a sigh. And I completely understand that sigh. That's 

how I feel a lot of the time. Because I talk to Adnan regularly, and he just doesn't seem like 

a murderer.  

A few minutes after I hung up with Asia, Adnan called on schedule. 

Adnan 

Hey, Sarah, how are you doing? 

Sarah Koenig 

I'm good. I'm good. So I was just talking to Asia McClain. 

Adnan 

OK. 



90 

 

 

Sarah Koenig 

You don't sound very excited. 

Adnan 

I had a-- well, I really-- 

Sarah Koenig 

This was not the reaction I expected. I felt like I'd just interviewed an ivory-billed 

woodpecker. But when I told Adnan what Asia remembered, instead of being excited, Adnan 

said it was heartbreaking. 

Adnan 

I mean, on a personal level, I'm happy. Because, in a sense, I'm not making this up. And at 

least, if nothing else, it's kind of like, at least someone other than Rabia knows that this did 

take place. 

Anything that can kind of support what I'm saying to be the truth, that I didn't do this, is 

great. But from a legal perspective, it's like, I wish she would have came to this realization 

maybe like a year and a half ago, you know what I mean? Because it's kind of like, it's too 

late. 

I'm sorry, I definitely appreciate it. And I definitely kind of hear the elation in your voice. 

But now I feel like I punctured your balloon. 

Sarah Koenig 

No, no, I totally see what you're saying. I hadn't thought about it in that way. 

When I told Rabia I talked to Asia, she immediately burst into tears. Because they were all 

correct. It was too late. The judge ruled on Adnan's petition a few weeks before I spoke to 

Asia-- denied. 
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The judge wrote in his opinion that Christina Gutierrez's decision not to use Asia McClain 

as an alibi witness was strategic. After all, Asia's original letters didn't specify an exact time. 

And Gutierrez could've reasonably concluded that Asia was offering to lie in order to help 

Adnan. 

And finally, he wrote, Asia's letter contradicted Adnan's own alibi. Asia says she saw him at 

the public library, but Adnan said he was on the school campus the whole afternoon. Maybe 

the judge didn't understand that Woodlawn library is basically part of the campus. But 

anyway, Asia's story, then, is legally worthless. A witness who says she saw you at the exact 

moment when the state contends you were strangling a young woman in a car is worthless. 

A few days after I spoke to Asia, she wrote me an email. "I've been thinking a lot about 

Adnan," she wrote. "All this time I thought the courts proved it was Adnan that killed her. I 

thought he was where he deserved to be. Now I'm not so sure.  Hae was our friend, too. And 

it sucks feeling like you don't know who really killed your friend. Hae was the sweetest 

person ever. If he didn't kill Hae, we owe it to him to try to make that clear. And if he did 

kill her, then we need to put this to rest. I just hope that Adnan isn't some sick bastard just 

trying to manipulate his way out of jail." I wrote back, "Believe me, I'm on exactly the same 

page." 

Male Speaker 

I think that there are other people involved. I think maybe he was set up somehow. 

 

Female Speaker 

Clearly you could tell something was going on that wasn't good. I mean, it was just strange 

behavior for anybody. 

Female Speaker 

Basically threatened me, like, you know what happened to Hae. This is what's going to 

happen to you. That's how I felt that day. 
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Male Speaker 

Jay told me he was being blackmailed by Adnan. Because Adnan knew that Jay couldn't go 

to the police. 

Rabia 

Like if this works, every question we've had for the past eight months, he knows it. 

Male Speaker 

Yeah, I mean, who else did it? They're running out of suspects. 

8.2 Anexo 2 

Episode 2: The Breakup/La ruptura 

Detective 

Why don’t you go ahead and tell us what you know about the death of Hae Lee. 

 

Jay 

Ok. 

 

Ira Glass 

Previously, on Serial. 

 

Detective 

So he wanted an alibi. 

 

Jay 

Yes. 

 

Adnan 

The only thing I can say is, man, it was just a normal day to me. There was absolutely nothing 

abnormal about that day to me. 
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 Detective 

 She was concerned because she was being asked questions about an affidavit she had 

written. 

 

 Asia McClain 

 Even now, it would be nice if there was some technicality that then would prove his 

innocence. Great. 

 

Sarah Koenig 

 But I think, I think, Asia, like, you might be that technicality. 

 

Automated voice 

This is a Global-Tel link prepaid call from Adnan Syed an inmate at a Maryland Correctional 

facility… 

 

Sarah Koenig 

From This American Life and WBEZ in Chicago, it’s Serial. One story week by week. I’m 

Sarah Koenig. We’re at episode two. You probably heard episode one on This American 

Life, or through our website, SerialPodcast.org, but if you haven’t, stop. Go back to the 

beginning. We’re telling this story in order, the story of Hae Min Lee, an 18-year-old girl, 

who was killed in Baltimore in 1999, and the story of Adnan Syed, her ex-boyfriend who 

was convicted of the crime. 

 

So to pick up where we left off, last episode, you heard how the prosecution told the story 

of this murder at Adnan’s trial. And the motive the State supplied, the basis for the whole 

thing, was that after Hae broke up with Adnan, he couldn’t accept it. He was so wounded by 

her, and so furious, that he decided to kill her. Prosecutor Kevin Urick told the jury in his 

opening statement, “He became enraged. He felt betrayed that his honor had been 

besmirched, and he became very angry, and he set out to kill Hae Min Lee.” Or this is from 

closing, “It was humiliating, what she did to him. Make no mistake about it, ladies and 

gentlemen. This was not a crime about love, this was a crime about pride.” 

 



94 

 

But was that what their relationship and breakup were really like? Was he so hurt that he 

decided to kill her. That’s what I’m trying to find out in today’s episode, by talking to lots 

of people who knew Hae and Adnan. Mostly their friends, because they were a close-knit 

group. Some of them had known each other since elementary school. And even though they 

went to a big, tough high school, Adnan and his friends were clumped together in a magnet 

program of about thirty kids. A kind of school within the school, and they all took classes 

together, and hung out together, and they dated each other. So they knew each other well. 

 

And the other information I have to go on are Hae’s own words about their relationship, 

because I have a copy of her diary. It was entered into evidence at trial. It was read by many 

people, cops, prosecutors, even Adnan. What’s remarkable about the diary, and what makes 

it so helpful is that it’s essentially a chronicle of the Adnan era of Hae’s life. The first entry 

is April 1, 1998, right when they started going out. And the last entry is dated January 12th, 

the day before she went missing. And in all those months, what she’s most writing about is 

Adnan. If you had to bookend Hae and Adnan’s romance, you’d put a school dance right at 

the beginning and then another one right at the end. The first dance was junior prom. Adnan 

and his best friend had a little competition going about who could get the prettiest prom date 

that year. Someone said Adnan should ask Hae to go so one day after sports practice, on the 

little hill behind the school, he asked her to prom, and she said yes. On April 27, she wrote 

a long entry in her diary about prom night. Her diary, by the way, well I’m not exactly sure 

what I expected her diary to be like but it’s such a teenage girls diary. She jumps from her 

boyfriend to driver’s ed, to the field hockey game. She’s bubbly one minute and the next 

she’s upset with her mother, or dissing her friend, or complaining about homework. 

 

So prom night she writes about Adnan. 

I swear he’s the sweetest guy. Let me tell you why. He was prom prince and Stephanie was 

prom princess and traditionally they’re supposed to dance together, to my song, K-Ci & 

JoJo’s ‘All My Life.’ I tried to act natural and unjealous, but it did kinda bother me. Ten 

seconds later, guess who danced with me, and not with Stephanie? Adnan! Now how can I 

not fall in love with this guy? Of course I gave him his first kiss on the lips, then I totally 

fell in love with him. Since then, I keep on falling deeper and deeper into him. The bad thing 

is we have to keep things secret, sigh. But it’s okay because love conquers all. 
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 Aisha Pittman 

 For a while I was like noticing they were flirting, and I would like make fun of her about it! 

 

 Sarah Koenig 

 That’s Aisha Pittman. She was in the magnet program too. Hae was her best friend. 

 

 Aisha Pittman 

 She would like show me notes that they shared and then it just progressed from there. Um, 

and, but it was some, it was a relationship that was constantly secret because neither of their 

families knew about it, so that just created much more of a, like, her saying ‘I’m gonna be 

at your house’ but really go out with him, kinda thing. Um… 

 

Sarah Koenig 

 Oh she would, she would tell her parents she was at your place… 

 

Aisha Pittman 

 Yeah. Or others. Primarily mine. (laughs) Just a lot of that sort of secrecy around it 

 

 Adnan Syed 

We had a lot of, I guess, we had a lot of real similar, similar types of situations with our 

families. 

 

Sarah Koenig 

That’s Adnan. Since he and Hae both had immigrant parents, they understood the 

expectations, and the constraints. Do well in school, go to college, take care of your younger 

brother, and for Adnan, no girls. If a female friend rode in his car, for instance, she’d have 

to make sure not to leave any long hairs behind. Or if a girl gave Adnan a ride home, she’d 

have to drop him off down the block so his parents wouldn’t see who was at the wheel. 

 

 Adnan Syed 

You know, it was really easy to date someone that kind of lived within the same parameters 

that I did with regards to, you know, she didn’t have the expectation to me coming to her 
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house for dinner with her family, you know, she understood that, you know, that um if she 

was to call my house and you know speak to my mother or father I would get in trouble, and 

vice versa. You know, so we would have to kinda set up our talks on the phone. Usually we 

would talk late at night when our parents were sleeping. 

 

Sarah Koenig 

They had a whole system for this. One would page the other when the coast was clear. This 

was 1998, so not many cell phones around. Then that person would call some 1-800 service 

like the weather or the time and the other one would call in so the phone wouldn’t actually 

ring. It would come in through call waiting and the dozing parents would never be the wiser. 

 

At the trial, the State tried to paint a picture of Adnan as possessive of Hae. As controlling. 

When I spoke to Hae’s closest friends about that, a couple of them did say that he seemed to 

be, hmm, over-involved with her somehow. But they couldn’t come up with many examples. 

Two people remembered a time when Adnan showed up uninvited to a girls trip to an 

amusement park. Aisha Pittman was one of them. She remembers nothing positive about 

their relationship anymore, though by her own admission, she doesn’t know whether her 

memories are colored by what came later. 

 

 Aisha Pittman 

 I think it was probably mostly normal, but things that, like, he kinda just always generally 

annoyed me, because, just the constant paging her if she was out, um, and he’s like, “Well I 

just wanted to know where you were.” And it’s like, “I told you where I was gonna be.” Um, 

if she was at my house, and we were having a girls night, he would stop by, like he would 

walk over and try to come hang out, and its just like, “Have some space!” Um, and it’s one 

of those things, at first it’s like, “Oh! It’s so cute! Your boyfriend’s dropping by.” But then 

the tenth time, it’s like, “Really?” 

 

Sarah Koenig 

Did he ever-- did Hae ever seem freaked out by it? 

 

Aisha Pittman 

No but I don’t think I was ever freaked out by it, in the moment. 
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Sarah Koenig 

Here’s Hae’s take on one of those impromptu visits Aisha is talking about. On July 16th, she 

writes, “Adnan dropped by Isha’s late. With carrot cake!”. So yeah, Hae does not describe 

Adnan as overbearing or possessive in her diary. Though she does mention a couple of 

moments when she’s mad at him. “How dare he get mad at me for planning to hang with 

Isha!” Or a time when he’s nasty to her because she doesn’t respond to his messages fast 

enough. But mostly these incidents seem to be tit for tat. “I’m in a real bitch attitude and 

Adnan is not helping,” she writes on June 15. “He hasn’t called me since twelve thirty this 

afternoon and it’s definitely pushing me to the edge. I think I’m gonna pick a fight.” 

Hae’s friends say she had a strong personality, strong opinions, she’s no pushover. When 

she was pissed at Adnan, she let him know. But by far the majority of her diary entries are 

about she likes and loves him. I stopped counting, there were so many ‘wonderfuls’ and 

‘sweetests’ and ‘best boyfriend in the worlds.’ Mostly I heard stuff like this from their 

friends. Here’s Becky Cline. Back then she was Becky Walker. 

 

Becky Cline 

Just a silly, teenage, high school relationship. I remember a lot of teasing and a lot of, um, 

you know hand holding, arms around each other. I don’t really remember any, anything 

weird or anything stands out. 

 

Sarah Koenig 

They hung around all that summer before senior year. They’d meet up after work and drive 

around. They were seventeen. They were in love. They were active. They’d have sex 

whenever and wherever possible. Sometimes at motels or the car or at a park or at other 

people’s houses or apartments. Sometimes they’d fight and then they’d quickly make up. A 

couple of times, Hae called it off but then would ask for Adnan back after a day or two or 

three. 

 

Remember the setup for this crime that the State laid out was that Adnan was betraying 

everything he held dear for this girl. As a good Muslim he was not supposed to be dating 

and so he was sacrificing his religion and lying to his family all just so he could be with her 

and it twisted him up inside. And Hae’s diary seems to be where they found some evidence 
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for that. In fact they had a friend of Hae’s, Debbie Warren, read excerpts from it on the 

witness stand. “I like him, no I love him.” She read at trial, dated May 15. “It just all the 

things that stand in the middle. His religion and Muslim customs are the main things. It irks 

me to know that I’m against his religion. He called me a devil a few times. I know he was 

only joking, but it’s somewhat true.” And then there’s this, which wasn’t read at trial but is 

from July when Adnan went to an Islamic conference in Texas with his dad. This is the most 

distressed Hae gets on the topic. When I read it, I thought “whoa. This does not look so good 

for Adnan.” “I keep crying over the phone because I miss him so much,” she writes. 

 

He told me that his religion means life to him. He tried to remain a faithful Muslim all his 

life but he fell in love with me which is a great sin. But he told me there is no way he’ll ever 

leave me because he can't imagine a life with me. Then he said that one day he’ll have to 

choose between me and his religion. I love him so much and when it comes to choosing, I’m 

gonna let him go his way. I hate the fact that I’m the cause of his sin. He said that I shouldn’t 

feel like I’m pulling him away from his religion but hello! That’s exactly what I’m doing. 

 

Sarah Koenig 

So, yeah, anytime someone is writing stuff down like ‘sin’ and ‘devil’ and ‘religion means 

life’ in reference to their secret relationship, that’s not good. But ask the Muslim in question 

about it, and it all seems so much smaller. 

 

Adnan Syed 

I may have said it as a joke you know like man hey “I’m going to hell because I’m dating 

you,” or something, but I never meant it in the type of way that she took it. 

 

Sarah Koenig 

Adnan claims he just wasn’t that religious. He was going to clubs and having sex with girls, 

and smoking weed from the time he was fourteen or fifteen. Culturally, yes a Muslim, but 

the rest, he says, not so much. So passages like this, he says he doesn’t recognize himself in 

them. 

 

Adnan Syed 

I never-- I never really felt as if, you know, man you know Hae is ‘tearing me away from 
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my religion.’ You know, and I never-- only ‘til I read her diary that I really kinda understood 

that wow this is the perception that she kinda had. Just like the gravity and the magnitude 

with which she took these things. I didn’t really feel that way about these things. Maybe it 

just seems convenient for me to say that now but the only thing I can say now to kind of-- I 

won't say prove it in a way is that my behavior didn't change once I stopped smo-- you know 

once Hae broke up with me, or once you know we broke up or whatever. It’s not like you 

know all of a sudden, I’m like okay “this whole fixed thing is out of my life,” no its just-- 

you know, I just continued with the same type of behavior, it was just different people. 

 

Sarah Koenig 

Religious stuff aside, the State said Adnan was guilt ridden about lying to his family about 

Hae. But he says he wasn’t all that bothered by that. He figured he was a pretty good kid. He 

was doing well in school, he had a job, he was volunteering at the mosque. Why shouldn’t 

he have some fun? And in the pantheon of ways that a teenager could have been disrespectful 

or deceitful to his parents, he thought this rated pretty low. 

 

Shamim Rahman 

My name is Shamim Rahmann and and I’m the mother of Adnan Syed. 

 

Sarah Koenig 

Adnan did most of his lying to his mother. She figured out something was up pretty early 

on. She’d found Adnan’s crown from prom in the basement where he’d tried to stash it with 

his tux. Shamim came to the United States in 1976. Her husband was already here working 

as an engineer for the State of Maryland. She’s from Peshawar, in Pakistan where you do 

not date. You are either married or unmarried. Not much of a middle ground. So Adnan’s 

girl contact put Shamim in a state of high alert. She would check the milage on his car to see 

if he’d driven farther than he’d said. She eavesdropped while he was on the phone. I know 

this makes Shamim sound terrifying but she’s not at all. She adores Adnan. Her middle son. 

Shamim Rahman 

He would talk to the girls, yes. I would pick up the phone, or I’ll you know 

 

Sarah Koenig 

And would he know? Would he say like, “mom hang up the phone?” 
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Shamim Rahman 

Yeah, he say “Mom, you know I know you’re listening to me.” (laughs) Yes, I say “Adnan 

I’m here.” He’d say “Mom stop, you’re not listening to us.” You know. 

 

Sarah Koenig 

And, and was that conflict-- I mean I-- it must have been sort of constant. 

 

Shamim Rahman 

Of course yeah because for me this was unacceptable. So we used to argue a lot. You know, 

I’d say “No you cannot do that. You cannot-- If you like somebody, alright you can get 

married, but not without marriage, you cannot do that.” Of course me and Adnan had a 

problem. 

 

Sarah Koenig 

Adnan’s father was a little more loose about it? 

 

Shamim Rahman 

My whole family was, even my oldest son, he said “you know Mom, everybody is doing it.” 

Even my husband said you know that other boys are doing it. I say no, not my children. 

 

Sarah Koenig 

Adnan wasn’t getting punished for any of this. It wasn’t as if he was about to get kicked out 

of the house. More like he was being reminded of his responsibilities. Both at home, and at 

his mother’s request, by his youth leader at the mosque. Then came the homecoming dance, 

in the fall of senior year. Adnan and Hae had been together for about seven months by then. 

This dance would become a big deal at the trial. Proof of just how fraught their whole 

relationship was. And how tormented Adnan was about his double life. Here’s what 

happened. Adnan’s parents got wind that very night that he had taken Hae to homecoming. 

Adnan says this happens in their community all the time. Someone sees someone else’s kid 

at a dance or at the mall and before you can hide behind a potted plant, four aunties are on 

the phone to the kids mother. 
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Anyway, this time Adnan’s parents did not wait to deal with it at home. They showed up at 

the dance and chastised him. Made a scene. The prosecutors argued that this scene would 

come to haunt him until the day he killed Hae. Here’s what prosecutor Casey Murphy told 

the jury about the moment when she says Adnan strangled Hae. “What is it that this 

defendant saw on January 13 when he looked down at Hae Lee?” Then she lists a couple of 

things and says this: “He saw his parents standing at the window of the homecoming dance. 

He saw his mother raise her voice at Hae Lee in front of his classmates. ‘Look what you’re 

doing to our family.’ He saw the pain in his mother’s face because she knew they were 

together. And he saw himself, in the end, standing there with nothing to show for it but a 

guilty conscience and a pack of lies in which he cloaked himself.” 

 

Now compare that with how Adnan’s best friend, Saad, remember’s the homecoming 

debacle. 

 

Saad Chaudry 

He comes home at like eleven p.m. or like twelve midnight and I’m like, “What happened 

at your homecoming?” And he’s like, “You’re not gonna believe this!” I’m like, “What?” 

He’s like, “My mom and my dad showed up!” And I’m like, “What?!” And I mean, we’re 

dying laughing on the phone about this. You know, you know this is our world. Well then 

I’m like, “What happened?” And well then like, “They showed up, they made me leave and 

everyone saw it, how like literally my parents pulled me out of this relationship.” 

 

Sarah Koenig 

I’ve come across dozens of bits of evidence like this. Information that could either mean one 

thing, or perhaps its opposite depending on who’s talking. Adnan’s cellphone, for example, 

he bought it just two days before Hae disappeared. The state tried to show that was all part 

of his plan. That he needed the phone to carry out the murder. But Adnan says he wanted the 

phone so that he could call girls unfettered. And he was proud of the phone. He’d worked 

hard at his job as an E M T to pay for it. Oh and the job! The State would argue that because 

he was an E M T Adnan would have known how to strangle someone, and would have had 

the training to revive them if he wished. Adnan, again, he says he was proud of being 

certified. He’d gotten the highest score on the qualifying test of anyone in his class and a 

real job as a result. He liked old people and his job was mostly to ride in the back of the 
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ambulance with old people, make sure they were okay. In the detective’s notes, they 

interview Adnan’s English teacher, Jane Efron, who apparently tells them “Adnan had a dark 

side which is in his poetry.” The words ‘dark side’ are underlined. And Miss Efron, 

 

Jane Efron 

It was like all the teenagers that I taught because everything in their lives was dark. I don’t 

remember any of them having anything upbeat to say, so he was just another one that makes 

you think that you’re living on another planet. Cuz when you look out at them and they’re 

healthy and hearty and playing and being stupid so-- (laughs) 

 

Sarah Koenig 

So it didn’t stick out in someway, it was just like all teenagers write broody, dramatic poetry-

- 

 

Jane Efron 

Absolutely. 

 

Sarah Koenig 

See what I mean? All this information, every scrap, it’s currency for whatever side you’re 

on. Spin. And the trouble with spin is that you can’t totally disregard it, because swirling 

around somewhere inside, some tendril of it, is true. Saad Chaudry thinks Adnan is innocent. 

So for him, the homecoming story is also innocent. Hae didn’t write about homecoming in 

her diary, but Aisha says it wasn’t funny to her. It was a big deal. Aisha remembers Adnan’s 

parents wanting to find Hae so they could talk to her which of course Hae wanted nothing to 

do with. 

 

Aisha Pittman 

So that we could leave the dance and not be harassed by his parents like she walked out 

holding hands with my friend Sean to get away from it. She just felt like that was a 

completely ridiculous thing and she was super pissed. Wanting to have, I think that for her 

was a “I absolutely don’t want to be with this person at all because, um, this is what 

happens.” 
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Sarah Koenig 

On November 3, Hae wrote in her diary, “Who would have thought we would end like this? 

Who would have imagined the amount of pain that comes with a broken heart? I know I’m 

doing the right thing. Call me selfish but this pain is way less than what it would be if we 

stayed together.” Then apparently they reunited because exactly one month later, on 

December 3, she’s full of love for Adnan again. “This feels so real, so loving and ever so 

amazing. I can’t be any happier. But yet I keep on being happier.” But then just three days 

later there’s this on December 6: “What’s the matter with me? Everytime I close my eyes I 

see my baby but I keep on thinking about someone else. Don.” Hae has got a crush on Don. 

An older guy. Twenty. Whom she works with at LensCrafters at the Owings Mills Mall. Don 

has blue eyes and blonde hair and a Camero and she really, really likes him. For the next 

couple of weeks, she’s racked with guilt and confusion over what to do. At one point, she 

writes Adnan’s name in giant block letters made out of tiny little Adnans and underneath 

that does the same thing with Don. Giant letters made up of Dons. On another page, she 

writes Don’s name 127 times. 127 Dons. It’s not clear from the diary when she finally tells 

Adnan it’s over over, but certainly by Christmas they were split. 

 

On New Years Day, Hae has her first official date with Don and they start going out. Hae is 

head over heels. Aisha remembers meeting him on a double date to Friday’s restaurant and 

then to see the movie Shakespeare in Love. 

 

Aisha Pittman 

It was the most awkward double date in the world (laughs) because he was older. I forget 

how old he was but he was significantly older than us and my boyfriend was two years 

younger so it was just a horrible double date-- 

 

Sarah Koenig 

 --like you were out with one man and one boy? 

 

Aisha Pittman 

Yeah. (laughs) It did. 

 

Sarah Koenig 
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This is where the real questions begin. All the most important questions about Adnan. About 

how he responded to this breakup and to the fact of Hae’s new boyfriend. Because the whole 

premise of the State’s case against Adnan is that he felt betrayed and humiliated and angry 

and that’s why he killed her. This idea came from Jay, their main witness. It was Jay who 

supplied the motive to police. Here’s tape of Jay’s being interviewed by Detective Greg 

MacGillivary. 

 

Detective Greg MacGillivary 

 --this conversation, what did he tell you? 

 

Jay 

Um, he told me that she had broke his heart, that it was extremely wrong for anyone to treat 

him that way. Um, that he couldn’t believe how she stood and looked him face to face and 

told him she didn’t love him and could be that heartless and he told me that almost joking “I 

think I’m going to kill her, yeah, I think I’m going to kill her.” 

 

Detective Greg MacGillivary 

You didn’t know how he was going to kill her. 

 

Jay 

No. No-- 

 

Detective Greg MacGillivary 

But he told you that he was, he was gonna kill her- 

 

Jay 

Yes-- 

 

Detective Greg MacGillivary 

--because she had broken his heart. 

 

Jay 

Yes. 
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Sarah Koenig 

But nearly everyone I’ve spoke with, Adnan’s friends and teachers say he took the breakup 

like anyone would. Adnan’s friend Mac Francis said Adnan initially was devastated and 

jealous about the new boyfriend. Said he grumbled about it in a typical guy way, nothing 

strange. Everyone I talked to said some version of this, that he wasn’t rage filled or 

vindictive. He was just sad. 

 

Donna Paoletti Philips 

It really did seem like a run-of-the-mill mundane teenage angst. Um-- 

 

Sarah Koenig 

That’s Donna Paoletti Philips. She taught Adnan and Hae AP Psychology and had known 

them both since they were freshmen. At her job, she’s seen a lot of high school break-ups. 

 

Donna Paoletti Philips 

--but the level of frustration he must have felt, if he killed her, doesn’t register with me. I 

don’t remember getting that vibe from him. It was just-- he was just another kid whose heart 

was broken. And, goodness, if I thought the kids I teach today were gonna resort to some 

kind of horrific crime based on that kind of thing I-- I would have stopped teaching. Because 

it happens-- 

 

Sarah Koenig 

-It happens every other day-- 

 

Donna Paoletti Philips 

--It would be. 

 

Sarah Koenig 

Adnan's friend Saad said Adnan definitely wasn't mooning over Hae. 

 

Saad Chaudry 

When they had broke up, Adnan and Hae had broke up, it'd been like a month, maybe more. 
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She had already started dating another guy, and I was like, “Adnan's dating multiple girls!” 

I was like “I can tell you some of the girls that he's dating.” I was like “he is not upset about 

him and Hae breaking up.” I was like “he's dating this girl Anjali in Philly that he's been 

going to see.” This girl. And I know it wasn't, like great proof, but it was still proof that he 

wasn't obsessed with Hae. He wasn't. I was like he's a p...I'm trying to conv-- explain I’m 

seventeen, like “He's a player! He has a lot of girls!” I was like, “he's talking to multiple--” 

I am too! 

 

Anjali 

He was cute, (laughs) and charming! He's just a very sweet guy. Um, very flirtatious. 

 

Sarah Koenig 

Sorry Saad. She's not talking about you. This is Anjali, the girl in Philly. She confirmed. 

Yup. Couple of visits. They made out. Nothing too serious. On New Year's Eve, Adnan met 

another girl, Nisha from Silver Spring, Maryland. And he started calling her a lot too. 

Adnan's friend Mac remembered Adnan making out with another friend of theirs at a party 

that January. So yeah, a player.  Adnan himself describes the breakups with Hae as fairly 

rational events. 

 

Adnan Syed 

Each time that we broke up or each time-- let me just say this, each time that she ended the 

relationship or took a break, it was never a thing where I was like pestering her or, like, going 

to her house and knocking on the door or chasing her down - “Look I wanna get back with 

you! I wanna get back with you!”- because a part, there was a part of me that knew that man, 

what she said did make sense. So, yeah. So, pretty much then we were just friends, you 

know, um, we would talk about things like she would tell me about, um, someone that she 

just met at her job, a guy named Don. And she was like, you know, she really liked him. 

And, uh-- 

 

Operator 

You have 30 seconds remaining. 

 

Adnan Syed 
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Can I call you back? or… 

 

Sarah Koenig 

Yeah, yeah. Call me-- call me back. 

 

Sarah Koenig 

That's the prison phone system telling us that our time was up. This happens every half an 

hour. It surprises me every time because I often sort of forget where he is. 

 

Sarah Koenig 

So-- so you’re-- you’re making the breakups sound very, um, kind of calm and mutual and 

like nobody got upset, but I mean is that true or was there like crying and the usual teenage 

angst over it? 

 

Adnan Syed 

 --well mind you now, this is me talking, you know, fifteen years later, I mean, you know 

she was upset. I was upset, you know there were times that I was very sad, and maybe I 

would kinda be like a little stubborn about it, like “no, no we can make it work! You know 

our parents would be cool or whatever,” but on the other hand, it was never a thing where I 

was like screaming or yelling at her “why are you leaving me?” or-- so you know just to say 

that, um, just to kinda to dispel that, that was never my behavior, you know at all. 

 

Sarah Koenig 

It is true that no one at the time described Adnan as acting obsessed or menacing in any way. 

Not even Aisha. And in her diary, Hae never expresses any concerns about Adnan’s post 

breakup behavior. In fact, she writes about a time just before Christmas, so after they’d 

broken up, when she gets into a little car accident and calls up Adnan to come get her from 

work. Both Don, her new crush, and Adnan look at the car together and decide it’s unsafe to 

drive, so Adnan takes her home. Apparently it was all very cordial. Even Don said so. He 

wouldn’t talk to me for this story, but he testified at the trial. 

 

At this point, I’m going to say flat out that I don’t buy the motive for this murder, at least 

not how the State explained it. I just don’t see it. Not one person says he was acting strangely 
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after they broke up. He and Hae, again by all accounts were still friends. He was interested 

in other girls. He was working at his job. He was headed to college. About two weeks after 

his arrest, he gets an orientation packet from the University of Maryland. I don’t think he 

was some empty shell of a kid who betrayed his family and his religion and was now left 

with nothing and conjured up a murderous rage for a girl that broke his heart. I simply don’t 

buy it. And the reason I don’t buy it is because no one who knew him, then or now, says 

that’s how it was. I want to be clear, though, that that doesn’t mean he didn’t do it. It just 

means that so far, I think the State’s story about why he killed her doesn’t hold up. Maybe it 

was more of a spur of the moment thing. Maybe despite the other girls he was running after, 

he was privately stewing about Hae. After all she was apparently still flirting with him after 

they broke up. Still paging him with loving messages. She bought him an expensive jacket 

that Christmas. Maybe he thought he still had a chance with her. Like their friend Debbie 

told me, maybe once Don came on the scene, he thought “that’s a slap in the face! How dare 

you continue to lead me on like this?” 

 

The night before Hae disappeared, Adnan called her from his cell phone three times. The 

first two calls, at 11:27 p.m. and 12:01 a.m., were only two seconds each. The third call, at 

12:35 a.m., lasted a minute and twenty-four seconds. Adnan says he was probably calling to 

give her his new cell phone number. He had just gotten the phone the day before. And indeed 

in the top left corner of her diary, she’d written down the number. According to Don’s 

testimony, she’d been at his house that night, which is probably why Adnan’s first two calls 

ended so fast. She probably wasn’t home yet. Her very last diary entry, dated January 12, is 

brief. “I love you Don. I think I have found my soul mate. I love you so much. I fell in love 

with you the moment I opened my eyes to see you in the breakroom for the first time.” 

 

There is one detail about the day Hae went missing that I need to tell you about, a detail that 

doesn’t look good for Adnan. And that detail has to do with whether Adnan tried to get in 

Hae’s car right after school. Because that is what the State would allege, that Adnan 

fabricated a reason to get in her car that afternoon—so that he could kill her. Jay had told 

police that was Adnan’s plan. 

 

Detective Greg MacGillivary 

Ah, does he tell you how he’s going to do it that day? 
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Jay 

No, but he tells me that, ah, he’s gonna do it in her car. Um, he said to me that he was going 

to, uh, tell her his car was broken down and, uh, ask her for a ride. 

 

Sarah Koenig 

So what do we know about the end of that day? A Wednesday. January 13. Hae and Adnan 

had a couple classes together, first period, and also last period, AP Psychology, with Miss 

Paoletti. That’s when Aisha last saw Hae, at the end of Psychology. She was taking to Adnan. 

Then their friend Debbie remembers seeing Hae on her way to her car. She told Debbie she 

had to get her cousin from school, and then was going see Don at the mall. The very last 

person to see Hae at school that day, we think, is Inez Butler Hendrix. Inez ran a little 

concession stand right at the gym entrance and Hae would come by every day and get the 

same thing: a Veryfine apple juice and Hot Fries. That day, she drove up in front of the gym 

where the concession stand was and left her car running. 

 

Inez Butler Hendrix 

So she came around the circle, parked her car right there, jumped out and ran in to get 

something to drink and to tell me to tell the bus not to leave her. 

 

Sarah Koenig 

The bus was for the boys’ wrestling team. Hae was manager and they had a match later that 

afternoon that Hae was supposed to go to. 

 

Sarah Koenig 

And you didn’t see her af-- again after that? 

 

Inez Butler Hendrix 

No, I didn’t see her no more. 

 

Sarah Koenig 

And was Adnan anywhere near her or her car? 
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Inez Butler Hendrix 

No. I didn’t see him near the car. 

 

Sarah Koenig 

Okay, so no one actually testified at trial that they saw Hae and Adnan leave school together. 

And no one, aside from Jay, says they spotted Adnan in her car at any time that afternoon. 

Adnan has no recollection of having asked Hae for a ride anywhere. We’ve talked about it 

many times. Here’s what he said the very first time I asked him. 

 

Adnan Syed 

I would-- wouldn’t have asked for a ride after school. I’m-- I’m sure that I didn’t ask her 

because, well immediately after school because I know she always-- anyone who knows her 

knows she always goes to pick up her little cousin, so she’s not doing anything for anyone 

right after school. No-- no matter what. No trip to McDonalds. Not a trip to 7-Eleven. She 

took that very seriously. 

 

Sarah Koenig 

The trouble for Adnan is that a couple of their friends say he did ask Hae for a ride. One of 

them was her friend Krista. 

 

Krista 

If I remember correctly (laugh) I think Adnan and I were taking-- ah, had a class together, 

um our first period class was Photography, and she-- they passed each other in the hallway 

and I was with him and I remember somebody saying or him saying something about “Can 

you give me a ride after school?” 

 

Sarah Koenig 

Their friend Becky told police she heard something about a ride as well. 

 

Becky 

I do remember that there was talk about it. I remember it felt like he asked her to give him 

a-- give him a ride somewhere. 
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Sarah Koenig 

Okay. Can I just read to you what the police notes say, I think April 9, 1999 they interviewed 

you. 

 

Becky 

Mm-hmm. 

 

Sarah Koenig 

So, it says, “Sometime earlier that day, apparently he asked her to take him possibly to get 

car before lunch because it was in the shop. Heard about it at lunch.” So it’s I think, you 

heard about it at lunch. 

 

Becky 

--yeah that sounds right. 

 

Sarah Koenig 

“Hae said she could, there would be no problem. At end of school I saw them. She said ‘Oh 

no I can’t take you, I have something else to do.’ She didn’t say what else. Approximately 

2:20.” So that happened at approximately 2:20. “He said, ‘Okay I’ll just ask someone else.’ 

He told her goodbye.” And then it just says, “Did not see Hae after that.” 

 

Becky 

Okay. Yeah that sounds right. It kind of all comes back a little bit. 

 

Sarah Koenig 

So, Krista and Becky both remembered and while Becky’s recollection maybe works in 

Adnan’s favor, that Hae turned him down for a ride and he seemed cool with that, the 

question is still there. Was he trying to get into her car. Did he ask for a ride just like Jay 

said? And in fact the most damning evidence in support of Jay’s statement doesn’t even 

come from Krista or Becky. It comes directly from Adnan because he himself told the cops 

the same thing that day. 

 

Court Official 



112 

 

 At this time the State would call Police Officer Scott Adcock to the stand. 

 

Sarah Koenig 

Around 6:30 p.m., after Hae had gone missing, a Baltimore county police officer named 

Scott Adcock called Adnan’s cellphone. Hae’s family was worried that she hadn’t turned up 

to her cousin’s school and the officer was calling around to some of her friends to see if they 

knew where she was. Here’s Adcock testifying at trial. 

 

Scott Adcock 

I spoke to Mr. Syed and he advised me that, ah, he did see the victim in school that day, and 

that um, he was supposed to get a ride home from the victim, but he got detained at school 

and she just got tired of waiting and left. 

 

 

 

Sarah Koenig 

Then, a little more than two weeks after the call with Officer Adcock, on February 1, by this 

time the search for Hae has ramped up, a different detective calls. Asks Adnan about the ride 

thing. Asks him “did you tell Officer Adcock you’d asked Hae for a ride?” According to the 

police report, “Adnan says this was incorrect because he drives his own car to school. 

 

So, he reverses himself. Why would he do that? Why would he tell the first cop he’s 

expecting a ride and then once it’s clear Hae is missing change his story? Maybe the girls 

thinking of a different day. Or maybe Adnan misspoke when he talked to that first cop. Or 

maybe he did ask Hae for a ride at some point that day, but he’s forgotten. Or maybe he’s 

lying. I’m not a detective but I consider this a red flag. What I don’t know is is this a teeny 

tiny red flag like he just got confused and so what? Or is this like a great big flapping in the 

breeze red flag? Like maybe he’s hiding something. More next week. 
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8.3 Anexo 3 

Episode 3: Leakin Park / Parque Leakin 

Sarah Koenig 

The cops that investigated the murder of Hae Min Lee were both experienced Baltimore City 

detectives. Their names were Ritz and MacGillivary. Bill Ritz and Greg MacGillivary. And 

how I wish right now that I could play you tape of their perspective on this case, but they 

didn’t want to be interviewed. When Bill Ritz finally turned me down after six weeks of 

back and forth, he said he didn’t see the point. The case has been adjudicated. What good 

would it do? I also spoke on the phone, briefly, to MacGillivary and he said just a few 

sentences to me and one of them was “beyond question, he did it.” Meaning Adnan did it. 

He didn’t hem or haw or hesitate. He remembered the case right away. “Beyond question he 

did it.” How did they arrive at that level of certainty? 

 

Before Hae’s body was found, this was a missing person case. She disappeared January 13, 

and the investigation starts out a little slowly, which makes sense to me. She’s a not a small 

child, she’s eighteen. She’s got a car which is also missing. That first day, the police call 

around to her friends, they talk to Aisha, to Adnan, remember that’s when he tells them he 

was supposed to get a ride from her, but didn’t. The next day they call around to hospitals, 

hotels, motels, they check the area around the high school parking lot where she was last 

seen. You can see from their reports that they immediately hone in on the most time warn 

explanation for such disappearances: the boyfriends, current and former. That first day they 

call Don, her new guy. They check the area around his house which is in another county, 

northeast of Baltimore. Over the next two weeks they keep going back to Don, and to Adnan, 

asking more questions. 

 

They check Don’s alibi, he was indeed at Lenscrafters store the day Hae went missing, the 

manager tells them. And they talk to Adnan’s track coach to check Adnan’s alibi, and it’s 

inconclusive. The coach tells them he can’t be sure Adnan practiced that day. They don’t 

take attendance. On February 6, they do that awful, foreboding thing you see on TV 

sometimes, they take a team of dogs to check the wooded areas and fields around Woodlawn 

High School. They used Hae’s curling iron for a scent. On February 8, they make a report 

saying they’re going to check Hae’s computer, her AOL account, for clues. And then, on 
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February 9, their search stops. And a new suspect emerges. 

 

 

Detective 

Testing one two three. Testing one two three. 

 

Sarah Koenig 

This is tape from a police interview of the man who finds Hae. He’s a little hard to hear on 

the tape. He’s soft-spoken. I’m going to call this man Mr. S. I don’t want to use his real name 

for reasons that I promise will become clear. Mr. S works in the maintenance department at 

a local school. 

 

Mr. S 

I think I may have discovered a body in Leakin Park. 

 

Sarah Koenig 

“I think I may have discovered a body in Leakin Park,” he says. Before I get to the slightly 

off-kilter story about how Mr. S discovered this body, just a word here about Leakin Park. 

It’s actually spelled LEAKin Park, L-E-A-K-I-N, but almost everyone in Baltimore 

pronounces it Linkin’ Park. It’s huge, over 1000 acres. On the western edge of Baltimore 

city. It’s got a reputation and not for the beauty of its woods or its trails or its nature center. 

What it’s known for, sadly, is its dead bodies. Mention Leakin Park to people from Baltimore 

as I often did, and you’re pretty much guaranteed to get a comment like this: 

 

Unidentified Man 

While you’re digging in Leakin Park to bury your body, you’re gonna find somebody else’s. 

That’s Leakin Park. 

 

Sarah Koenig 

When I told a rental car guy in west Baltimore I was working on a story about a girl who 

was found in Leakin Park, he said, “Oh yeah? My uncle was found dead in Leakin Park.” A 

macabre website dedicated to Baltimore murders lists sixty-eight bodies found there since 

1946, though the list is missing at least seven years of stats and that number is probably low. 
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A lot of law-abiding Baltimoreans, they don’t really know where Leakin Park is. Rabia 

Chaudry, that family friend of Adnan’s who first contacted me about this case, when she’s 

explaining it to me, she said, “Yeah and is Adnan supposed to get to Leakin Park so fast? 

It’s like an hour into the city.” 

 

Rabia Chaudry 

Leakin Park is nowhere near the school. 

 

Sarah Koenig 

Her brother, Saad, Adnan’s best friend, he didn’t know anything about Leakin Park either. 

 

Saad Chaudry 

After Adnan had initially got arrested, when I was on the phone with him, talking when he 

was locked up, I was like “Leakin Park? Where is that? Do you even know where that is? 

Have you ever been there?” And he was like “I have never been there. I don’t even know 

where it is.” So living around here, we don’t know but it’s somewhere in the inner city. 

 

Sarah Koenig 

Where Hae was found is in fact less than three miles from where Saad and Rabia are sitting 

right now, in an office across the street from Woodlawn High School. About a seven minute 

drive. They had no idea. 

 

Saad Chaudry 

We wouldn’t go there. We’d go to the harbor or somewhere nice, but there’s no reason for 

us to go there. 

 

Sarah Koenig 

I’m explaining all this just to say that, the simple fact that Hae was found in Leakin Park, for 

a lot of people that alone made Adnan look innocent. “What’s a nice boy like you doing in 

a park like this?” 

 

Mr. S 

 --and I walked around through the bushes and everything-- 
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Sarah Koenig 

So now, Mr. S, he also told the cops he had never been to that part of Leakin Park before, 

though he did seem to know that people go fishing back there. Here’s what he told the cops. 

 

At his job, he had gotten a work order to shave down a door, but the school didn’t have the 

tool he needed, a plane. He had one at home though, so during his lunch hour he said he 

drove his truck home, got the plane from his basement, and before he left, grabbed some 

sustenance out of the fridge. 

 

Mr. S 

I grabbed a beer out of my refrigerator. It was a 22-ounce Budweiser. I was drinking it on 

my way back to the school where I work at, and had to go to the bathroom, so I pulled over 

and I went further into the woods so nobody would see me urinate, and when I discovered 

what looked like a body-- 

 

Sarah Koenig 

So was drinking this 22-ounce Budweiser and he’s heading back to work and his route to the 

college is through Leakin Park, and suddenly he has to pee, badly, he says. He stops on 

Franklin Town Road, he’s about three miles from work, there’s a small pull off and some 

concrete barriers, and he walks back in there, quite a ways it seems like for a guy who just 

has to pee. Later they’d measure. 127 feet back into the woods is where he goes. This next 

tape is a little upsetting. 

 

Mr. S 

--and I got back that way and I was getting ready to urinate and I looked down and seen 

something that looked like hair and something is covered under the dirt and it looked no 

good again and until I seen something that looked like a foot. 

 

Detective 

What drew your attention to the area that you went to? There was something there. 

 

Mr. S 
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It was an open area. 

 

Detective 

An open area? 

 

Mr. S 

Mm-hmm. 

 

Detective 

But there was also a fallen tree, is that correct? 

 

Mr. S 

Yes there was. 

 

Detective 

Did you go to that area for a certain reason? 

 

Mr. S 

No, no. 

 

 Detective 

 No? 

 

Mr. S 

No. 

 

Sarah Koenig 

They are suspicious of Mr. S, who by this time has become a suspect in the case. This tape 

was made on February 18, nine days after Mr. S reported finding the body. They’re going 

over the details carefully because there are parts of his story that are a little weird. One of 

them is this thing about the fallen tree. 127 feet back into the woods there was a fallen tree, 

essentially a forty foot log, lying more or less parallel to the road. On the other side of the 

log, if you kept going, you’d have gotten to a stream with the unfortunate name of Dean 
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Run. Hae’s body was buried right behind this log on the stream side. If you were standing 

on the street side of the log, so on the other side, it’s not at all obvious that you’d notice her. 

So this story about why he stopped where he stopped, it doesn’t quite seem right. Here’s Bill 

Ritz. 

 

Detective Bill Ritz 

When you’re walking back to this area where you finally stop, why did you pick that 

particular area? 

 

Mr. S 

(unintelligible) pick that area. I was going to go back further except for that’s when I’d seen 

the hair and the foot. I left after that. 

 

Detective Bill Ritz 

So you were actually going to go back further? 

 

Mr. S 

Yes. 

 

Sarah Koenig 

In this part of the tape, you get a sense of how Ritz and MacGillivary operate together, or at 

least what I gather from listening to a bunch of these interviews. MacGillivary starts all non-

judgemental, “just tell me your story. Uh huh. Uh huh.” Then Ritz comes in and says 

something like, “just help me understand here” and asks some harder question, exposing 

weaknesses in the narrative. Then MacGillivary will come back in but now it’s a tougher 

MacGillivary and he’s asking direct, sometimes harsh questions that seem like they’d be 

good at pushing someone off balance. Like this one, sort of out of the blue: 

 

Detective Greg MacGillivary 

Have you ever been inside that girl’s car before? 

 

Mr. S 

No. 
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Detective Greg MacGillivary 

No. Okay... 

 

Sarah Koenig 

Back to the fallen tree. Here, Ritz is saying “wait I thought you told MacGillivary you 

stopped at the log to pee, but now you’re saying that you were on your way farther back?” 

 

Detective Bill Ritz 

--stop there, you said before you were getting ready to urinate and that’s when you looked 

down and discovered the hair. Now you’re saying you actually going to go back further? 

 

Mr. S 

Before I discovered her. 

 

 

Detective Bill Ritz 

Before you discovered her? 

 

Mr. S 

Mm-hmm. 

 

Detective Bill Ritz 

Maybe I’m a little bit confused. As you’re standing on the south side of the tree, between 

the tree and the road-- 

 

Sarah Koenig 

This doesn’t ever get cleared up really and they sort of let it go. But a bunch of things are 

fishy. The path he takes in the woods, it doesn’t really lead to the log. So why does he end 

up there? He didn’t need to head toward the log to find a spot to pee, there so many other 

choices. And if you’re walking through brush and brambles, wouldn’t you sort of naturally 
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avoid a big log you would need to step over? What they are trying to get at is, did you really 

just stumble on this body? Or were you looking for this body, because you already knew 

where it was? That is a reasonable question, because Hae’s body wasn’t just hard to spot, it 

was nearly impossible to spot. 

 

Alright, we’re in the State’s Attorney’s office, we just got delivered the first box of what 

they’re saying is discloseable under whatever public information act that I did. 

 

I didn’t understand how camouflaged the body was until I saw photos of the crime scene, 

the way Mr. S found it, before they removed the body. I was in the State’s Attorney’s office 

in Baltimore. I went there with a crime reporter from the Baltimore Sun. His name is Justin 

George. I had been talking to Justin about this story and he was interested in maybe writing 

about it too. We opened a packet of photos together. Some of them were awful to see as 

you’d imagine. There was one where you could make out a bit of black hair amid dirt and 

leaves. 

 

Sarah Koenig 

How did he notice that? 

 

Justin George 

How could he notice the body? I don’t understand that either. I mean it’s pretty well covered. 

 

Sarah Koenig 

Yeah there’s barely anything showing. Wait are we supposed to be looking at something 

there? What is that? Is that her? That all he saw? 

 

Justin George 

That looks to be part of the body. Yeah I expected it to be more visible than it is. 

 

Sarah Koenig 

Justin and I weren’t the only ones who had this reaction. The city surveyor, a guy named 

Philip Buddemayer went out to the burial site to measure the distance from the road. This is 

before they disintered her. Here’s Buddemayer testifying at trial. 
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Philip Buddemeyer 

When I arrived at the site where the body was, there was a log on the ground approximately 

forty feet long. I stepped over the log, I walked along the edge of the log expecting to find 

the body real soon. I never saw one, at which time had I taken one more step I would have 

walked on the gravesite where the body was. 

 

 

Female Court Official 

And at that point there were others on the scene? 

 

Philip Buddemeyer 

Yes ma’am. There was a lot of people there. 

 

Female Court Official 

And at some point did someone point out to you the exact location-- 

 

Philip Buddemeyer 

Yes ma’am. The detective pointed out the site. I looked down at the ground, and I said “I 

don’t see any body.” It wasn’t freshly disturbed. 

 

Female Court Official 

It was not freshly disturbed. 

 

Philip Buddemeyer 

No. Yeah it just blended in with the natural surroundings of the ground. 

 

Sarah Koenig 

So here’s a guy who’s looking for the body, who knows where it’s supposed to be, who can 

see there’s a bunch of people standing around it, and still he can’t find it. So does it seem 

reasonable that Mr. S who apparently wasn’t looking for anything besides as secluded place 

to pee, discovered it? Just like that? 
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The other thing that’s a little odd is this business of having to pee. The spot where Mr. S 

stops is only a few miles from his house, and only a few more miles from his work. Yet he 

can’t wait. Here’s Detective Ritz questioning Mr. S again. 

 

Detective Bill Ritz 

While you were at home, did you have to use the bathroom at all? 

 

Mr. S 

No. I didn’t feel I had to go at the time. 

 

Detective Bill Ritz 

So within seven or eight minutes how much of the 22-ounce beer had you consumed? 

 

Mr. S 

I think it was almost-- 

 

Detective Bill Ritz 

It was almost empty? 

 

Mr. S 

Mm-hmm. 

 

Detective Bill Ritz 

And that seven or eight minute period, you had to go to the bathroom, it was-- (cough) an 

urgent need would you need? 

 

Mr. S 

Yes it was. 

 

Sarah Koenig 

Yet Mr. S says he never did pee in the woods. Says he ended up waiting until he gets to 

work. Which, okay maybe that makes sense. He’d had a shock. But why would he walk so 

far in in the first place? He was just trying to have a quick pee. And why was he studying 



123 

 

the ground? Ritz asks him about this. 

 

Detective Bill Ritz 

You got out of your vehicle, ventured back into the woods, when we measured it it was 127 

feet off the roadway. As you’re walking along, why are you looking down at the ground? 

Are you looking every step that you take or-- 

 

Mr. S 

So I didn’t stumble. 

 

Detective Bill Ritz 

So you wouldn’t stumble? 

 

Mr. S 

Mm-hmm. 

 

Sarah Koenig 

Are you counting? 

 

Justin George 

Uh-huh. Ten. Eleven. Twelve-- 

 

Sarah Koenig 

On a freezing day back in February of this year, we went out to Leakin Park. We wanted to 

know whether it was strange that he’d gone so far back into the woods. Like, what did 127 

feet from the road look like? My producer Dana was with me, and so was Justin George 

from the Baltimore Sun. Right at the place where Mr. S had entered the woods, right at the 

road, Justin noticed a sign. 

 

Sarah Koenig 

What’s that? 

 

Justin George 
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Look at it. I mean, the sign says a lot. 

 

Sarah Koenig 

It say’s “This area patrolled. Dumpers will be prosecuted.” You could barely read it. It’s 

hard to read a sign that’s covered in grafitti and pierced with seven bullet holes. In fact the 

cops found twenty cartrige casings in right about this spot when they collected evidence in 

1999. Still I felt the park itself was quite lovely. Brambles and trees. It’s rocky near the 

stream. It’s uneven terrain, not hilly but it’s not flat either. 

 

Sarah Koenig 

It’s not nearly as creepy as imagined it. 

 

Justin George 

I think it is at night. 

 

Sarah Koenig 

At night? 

 

Justin George 

Yeah. I think at dusk, I think it is. Very bleak. Twenty-one. Twenty-two. Twenty-three-- 

 

Sarah Koenig 

We walked in what we thought was about 127 feet. Justin paced it out by the yard. 

 

Justin George 

Forty-two. It would be right about there. 

 

Sarah Koenig 

We actually wander around for a while, trying to find the right spot. Finally I remember we 

have a hand drawn map of the site, from that surveyor Buddemeyer who testified. Forty foot 

long, fifteen inch log on the ground. 

 

Once we get to the right location, it dawns on all of us, 127 feet back doesn’t feel all that far, 
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if you’re looking for privacy. You can still see the cars on the road from where we’re 

standing. 

 

Sarah Koenig 

So if he’s peeing, at least you’d want to come this far. 

 

Dana Chivvis 

There’s not a lot of foliage-- 

 

Sarah Koenig 

There’s nothing. There’s some dead leaves or whatever, you can totally see the cars. So 

actually that doesn’t seem that weird to me. 

 

Sarah Koenig 

Suddenly, Mr. S’s story seems eminently more believable. While we’re in the woods, I fill 

Justin in on the evidence they collected here. 

 

Right near the body was a liquor bottle from which they got cellular material and never 

tested. And a rope that was never tested, as far as I know. And then up at the road they found 

a condom and a condom wrapper but I think the condom was still rolled. I don’t think it was 

a used condom necessarily. And they found a bunch of shell casings. They found bullets and 

shell casings and stuff from two different guns. And they found two Blockbuster video cases. 

But by the body was the-- I think the only thing they got right from the area of the body was 

the liquor bottle and the rope. 

 

I know. It sounds like a game of Clue, except for the condom part. As for the liquor bottle, 

back at the taped interview with Mr. S, Detectives Ritz and MacGillivary want to find out if 

this guy could be the source of that liquor bottle. “Did you drink anything besides beer?” 

they ask. “Yeah,” he says. “What?” “Whiskey.” “What kind?” “Windsor Canadian 

whiskey.” “What denomination?” “Maybe half a pint.” 

 

Detective Greg MacGillivary 

Did you ever take a bottle into the car with you also? A half pint? Did you ever take that in 
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the car? Keep you warm? 

 

Mr. S 

Sometimes. 

 

Detective Greg MacGillivary 

Keep you warm? 

 

Mr. S 

Mmm. 

 

 

Detective Greg MacGillivary 

Take a nip here and there. Yes? 

 

Mr. S 

Yes. 

 

Detective Greg MacGillivary 

Okay. 

 

Sarah Koenig 

Now Ritz comes in. “We’ve collected evidence,” he says. “Cans and bottles from the crime 

scene. We’re going to test them.” He’s bluffing here. They never do test. “Are we gonna 

find your DNA on one of those bottles?” he asks. “Maybe you threw a bottle out the window 

when you were driving past coming home from work. If so, you’d better tell us now.” 

 

Detective Bill Ritz 

 --and it’s important we know that because what we’re going to do is analyze that and come 

back six months or a month or three weeks from now and say “we have evidence that you 

were deceptive with us. We have DNA evidence that you were there.” And then you say: 

 

Detective Ritz, I forgot because I’d gone fishing out there that weekend. I told you people 
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go fishing out there. I told you I drank half a pint, and I threw a bottle (unintelligible) So 

take a minute and think if there are any of the items that I described. Whiskey bottles, beer 

bottles, soda cans, or anything like that where you may have discarded in that general area. 

 

Mr. S 

I’m not sure. I could have, but I’m not positive cuz I know I throw a lot of bottles out the 

window. 

 

Sarah Koenig 

He says, “I’m not sure. I could have, but I’m not positive cuz I know I throw a lot of bottles 

out the window.” Ah. Ritz asks, “What bottles?” “Beer bottles.” “Whiskey maybe?” “It’s 

possible,” he says. “Anything else?” Well for a while, he switched to rum. “What rum?” 

“Dark rum, Bacardi.” Finally MacGillivary can’t stand it, he just starts listing different kinds 

of booze. 

 

Detective Greg MacGillivary 

No Jack? 

 

Mr. S 

Not-- Probably a long time ago. 

 

Detective Greg MacGillivary 

Vodka? 

 

Mr. S 

Years ago. 

 

Detective Greg MacGillivary 

Brandy? 

 

Mr. S 

No, no brandy. 
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Detective Greg MacGillivary 

Cognac? 

 

Mr. S 

No. 

 

Detective Greg MacGillivary 

Just cheap stuff? 

 

Mr. S 

Yeah. 

 

Sarah Koenig 

“Just cheap stuff.” “Yeah.” Brandy! Brandy was the answer they were looking for. The bottle 

they found near Hae’s body was Coronet VSQ brandy. 200ML. And Mr. S? He blew right 

past it. 

Consider for a moment, if Mr. S was just trying to relieve his bladder in peace that February 

day, minding his own business, and then he sees this terrible, sad sight and he does the right 

thing. 

 

Tells the cops. Shows them where she’s buried. Well how horrible now that they’re so 

suspicious of him, that they’re considering that maybe either he did it or he knows who did. 

How terrifying for Mr. S. After all, he seems like a nice, quiet guy, cooperative. Doesn’t 

appear to be a brandy drinker. Again, I can only go by the reports and files, but my guess is 

the reason the cops are holding on to Mr. S as a suspect, is because Mr. S has a little bit of a 

record, which isn’t necessarily a big deal. But, and here’s the part of the story where you’ll 

understand why I’m not using name, Mr. S is a streaker. And not the frat party kind. The 

freaky kind. 

 

He’s got indecent exposure charges, to borrow a phrase from Adnan’s defense attorney, 

under circumstances that ‘bizarre’ doesn’t even begin to define. Mr. S is arrested May of ‘94 

for running about naked in residential neighborhood. Two years later, March of ‘96, he’s 

spotted wearing a hoodie, sunglasses, white sneakers, and nothing else. The officer writes, 



129 

 

“the southwestern district has received numerous calls for service in the past three years to 

this area for the same incident, same description.” Past three years! The officer chases down 

Mr. S onto I-95. Mr. S jumps some chain link fences, the kind with razor wire at the top, 

ends up in the hospital. It gets worse. Or better depending whether you enjoy police reports 

as much as I do. December 7, 1998, so barely two months before Mr. S finds Hae’s body 

there’s this. At around noon, during what I have to imagine is what Mr. S’s lunch break, a 

lady named Margaret is driving along and here’s the report “black male dashed out in front 

of my car and began shaking his body in a up and down motion. The male had on no clothes. 

His penis was exposed as he faced my vehicle, shaking.” And this lady, Margaret, is a police 

officer. In uniform! She chases him, but he runs down into the metro stop. Margaret finds 

his work clothes in a pile and takes them which means unless Mr. S has a second outfit 

stashed someplace, he’s riding back to work in the altogether. 

 

Then there’s another twist to this incident. The same day he flashes Margaret, so December 

7, 1998, Mr. S files his own police report. “There’s been a theft,” he says, from his car. 

Someone has taken his cell phone, his money, his keys, his work clothes. But you and I, we 

know who has all of it. Officer Margaret. 

 

Streaking isn’t a violent crime. or necessarily a sexual one. And there’s no evidence that Hae 

was sexually assaulted anyway. But you could imagine both sets of eyebrows rising on Ritz 

and MacGillivary’s faces when they see these reports. It’s strange behavior. They never ask 

Mr. S about it on tape, but I figure he knew they knew. And they knew he knew they knew. 

The same day they interview him on tape, February 18, they also give him a polygraph test, 

which he fails. Deception indicated was the conclusion. But the tester also said Mr. S seemed 

to be nervous cuz apparently he had an important meeting with a realtor that day. His wife 

was expecting him to pick her up. So the tester recommends a do over. About a week later, 

they give him another polygraph. This time with different questions. For instance, “Do you 

know if that girl you found died because she was hit with a tire iron?” I guess that’s a thing. 

This time the result is: no deception indicated. He passes. And very quickly, Mr. S fades 

from their view. 

 

Here’s what my own thoughts were when I learned about Mr. S. I didn’t really think, “oh 

maybe he did it. Maybe he killed Hae.” But I did wonder if maybe he’d heard something 
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about the crime and about where she was buried, because it did seem a tad unbelievable to 

me that he spotted her the way he said he did. One theory I had was maybe one of his step 

kids or a neighbor had told him about the body, because maybe they had heard about it 

through other kids at school. Then maybe Mr. S, just as a good samaritan thought, “someone 

needs to go find this girl, tell the cops.” But he doesn’t want to say he’s heard about it 

beforehand because he doesn’t want to get anyone else in trouble. Mr. S didn’t want to talk 

to me. After I made several requests, he asked if I would please leave him alone. Fair enough. 

 

I tried every which way to figure out if he knew, or anyone in his family knew Adnan, or 

Jay, or any of the people Jay had told about the murder. And vice versa. Whether any of 

them had ever heard of Mr. S. I found no connections. The closest I got was, bear with me, 

I found out that Mr. S’s sister-in-law was a math teacher at Woodlawn back in 1999 when 

all this happened. So I called her. Hae was her student, she said. An excellent student. Top 

of the line. But she didn’t think Mr. S knew anything about the crime before he found the 

body. She put her husband on the phone, Mr. S’s younger half-brother. And he said, “you 

know what’s crazy? I used to live next door to the kid that did it!” That was back when 

Adnan was nine or ten. He said he used to throw the football around with him, that he always 

seemed like a nice kid. But again, he said he thought his brother stumbled on the body by 

accident. The he paused, chuckled and said, “I think he was running through the woods, 

streaking. And that’s how he found it.” When I told him that apparently he had stopped to 

take a pee, he said, “that’s possible too.” 

 

So, maybe Mr. S is telling the truth. After all, why would a guy who’s been in trouble, 

repeatedly for indecent exposure, seek out a dead girl, thus inevitably inviting more police 

contact to rain down upon him. 

 

Mr. S wasn’t the detective's only lead in this case. We know there were also looking at the 

boyfriends. And while I don’t exactly know why they are suspicions about Adnan start to 

percolate, I have an educated guess. Next week, on Serial. 
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8.4 Anexo 4 

 

Episode 4: Inconsistencies / Inconsistencias 

Ira Glass 

Previously, on Serial... 

 

Male Voice 

While you're digging in Leakin Park to bury your body, you're going to find somebody else's. 

That's Leakin Park. 

 

City Surveyor Buddemeyer 

I walked along the edge of the log expecting to find a body real soon. I never saw one. 

 

Saad Chaudry 

Leakin Park. I'm like where is that? Do you even know where it is? Have you ever been 

there? 

 

Jay 

 --went shopping with a friend of mine-- an ex-friend of mine, Adnan. 

 

Adnan Syed 

You know, it was not abnormal for me to leave school to go do something and then come 

back. 

 

Automated voice 

This is a Global-Tel link prepaid call from Adnan Syed an inmate at a Maryland Correctional 

facility… 

 

Sarah Koenig 

From This American Life and WBEZ Chicago, it's Serial. One story told week by week. I'm 

Sarah Koenig. Remember how last time I ended by saying that the detectives had other leads 
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in this case besides Mr. S, the guy who found Hae's body, that they were also starting to look 

at Adnan? Well, the reason we know that is because of this memo: 

 

The memo is dated 12 February 1999. It's from Detective Darryl Massey to Detective Greg 

MacGillivary. 

 

Sarah Koenig 

This memo he's talking about is regarding an anonymous call. That's Detective Ritz on the 

witness stand at trial. He's talking about how they got this anonymous call three days after 

Hae's body was found. The call came in to Detective Massey, a Baltimore county cop. The 

call must have an accent of some kind because Massey's reports describes him as an “Asian 

Male 18 to 21 years old,” though it’s unclear whether Asian in this case means East Asian 

like Korean or South Asian like Pakistani. But anyway, a mystery caller says look at the ex-

boyfriend. 

 

Detective Ritz 

The caller further advised that the boyfriend has taken to the, the victim to Leakin park on 

past occasions for sexual encounters. Prior to concluding the phone interview, the caller 

further stated that the victim broke off the relationship with her boyfriend about a week 

before she was reported missing. 

 

Sarah Koenig 

The caller hangs up. Then, a few minutes later, the same guy calls back and says, “oh yeah, 

by the way...” 

 

Detective Ritz 

This time the caller remembered about a year ago the suspect informed a friend of his (Vasser 

Ali – Asian Male – 17) “if he ever hurt his girlfriend, he would drive her car into a lake.” 

 

Sarah Koenig 

This time the caller mentions a friend of Adnan's, Vasser Ali. Actually, the name of this 

friend is Yasser Ali. The caller says Yasser might know something. Hangs up again. The 

cops can't trace the call. It's out of range. Three days after the anonymous call, the detectives 

http://genius.com/4651948/Serial-podcast-episode-4-inconsistencies/Yasser
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go meet with Yasser Ali at a Pizza Hut. Yasser says “I didn't make that call. I don't know 

anything.” Their notes from that conversation say “If Adnan wanted to get rid of the car, 

where would he do so?” Ali indicated, “somewhere in the woods, possibly in Centennial 

Lake or the inner harbor.” No one has ever gotten to the bottom of who made this anonymous 

call. The cops didn't figure it out. Adnan's attorney didn't figure it out. I've tried to figure it 

out too. For a while, I couldn't let it go. Because it seemed to me whoever made this call, he 

must be the key to the whole thing. But so far, I only have guesses that I can't responsibly 

say out loud. 

 

Anyway, the day after the pizza hut talk, on February 16, the detectives do some paperwork 

that will ultimately crack the whole case open for them. They get a subpoena for Adnan's 

cell phone records. The results of that subpoena include a list of all the calls dialed and 

received on Adnan's phone on January 13, the day Hae disappeared. That list will become 

arguably the most important piece of paper among all the thousands in this case. It'll become 

their map. And they'll follow it call by call by call, like footprints that end up at Adnan's 

front door. 

 

If you look at that call log from January 13, there are thirty-four calls that day. Obviously, 

the first thing they had to do was figure out who all the phone numbers belong to. Home, 

cell, and pager numbers. Once they do, they realize, “wait a minute. One person was called 

six times that day. Much more often than anyone else.” That person is an eighteen year old 

girl named Jennifer Pusateri. Jenn is not a friend of Adnan's. She's a friend of Jay's. 

Remember, Jay had Adnan's car that day and his new cell phone. 

 

Jennifer Pusateri 

He says "Jenn, you gotta swear you won't tell nobody what I'm about to tell you." 

 

Sarah Koenig 

That's Jenn talking to detectives about the night of January 13. 

 

Jennifer Pusateri 

And I was like alright. He's like, but I gotta tell you. I gotta tell somebody. I can't, you know. 

And I was like alright – what's up dude? He's like, um, Adnan killed Hae. And that's when I 
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was just like – whoa – what do you mean Adnan killed Hae? Why? What? How? When? 

Where? You know? 

 

Sarah Koenig 

If you want to figure out this case with me, now is the time to start paying close attention 

because we have arrived, along with the detectives, at the heart of the thing. This interview 

with Jenn happens on February 27, 1999. The day before, on the 26th, the cops had gone to 

find Jenn at her house. They explained they'd like her to come downtown to talk. Jenn is 

thoroughly wigged out. She says she can't right now, she's busy, maybe later. Then Jenn and 

a friend go see Jay. He's at work at a video store. She tells Jay, “the police want to talk to 

me. What do I do?” At trial, Jenn says, “he told me to go down there and tell them what I 

knew. Tell them enough to keep me out of trouble and tell them to go see Jay. Send them his 

way.” 

 

So Jenn go down to see the cops later that night and she lies to them. She says she doesn't 

know anything. I've seen the detectives notes from that interview and they're remarkably 

uninteresting. But by the time she left that night, Jenn thought it was possible she was about 

to get charged. At trial, she said that last thing that Detective MacGillivary said to her that 

night was “everyone's a suspect and no one's a suspect.” So the next day she goes back to 

the detectives. This time she's got reinforcements. She's got an attorney with her, plus her 

mom. 

 

They turn on a tape recorder – who, what, where, when, why. 

 

Detective 

You asked why – what did he say? 

 

Jennifer Pusateri 

Um, he said that Adnan said that Hae broke his heart. 

 

 

Detective 

Did he say anything else? 
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Jennifer Pusateri 

No. 

 

 

Detective 

When you asked how – what did he say? 

 

Jennifer Pusateri 

He said that he strangled her. 

 

Sarah Koenig 

So, Jenn gives them a motive. Hae broke Adnan's heart – and method, he strangled her – 

which of course they already knew. But then Jenn's information gets a little muddier. 

 

Detective 

Did you ask him where it happened? 

 

Jennifer Pusateri 

He told me, um, he told me, this is what he told me, he told me, he asked, Jay asked me what 

we should do? He said “do you think we should go the police now and tell 'em right now?” 

And I said “I dunno.” I said “what was your involvement? Were you involved?” And he said 

no. He said “Adnan showed me her body and asked me if I would help her bury him...er 

bury...I would help him bury her body.” And I said, “what did you do? Did you help him? 

Do you know where the body is?” “No. I just took him to some place in the city and I dropped 

him off. And I took him to a..then I went down picked him up from a different place in the 

city”....and I don't remember where they said they went. I said “how did he do this? You 

know, when, you know, when was this done?” He didn't know when. 

 

 

Detective 

What'd he say? 
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Jennifer Pusateri 

Yeah, he said that he strangled her in a Best Buy parking lot. But I don't know how he got 

to a Best Buy parking lot or anything like that. 

 

Sarah Koenig 

Jay has told her I saw the body in the trunk of a car. Adnan asked me to help bury her but I 

didn't – I refused. I took him some place and later picked him up some place – at some chick's 

house – and he tells her that all this went down at the Best Buy parking lot, off Security 

Boulevard about a mile from Woodlawn Highschool. 

 

Jay and Jenn were close friends at this time, winter of ‘99 – talking or hanging out almost 

everyday. They'd known each other since elementary school and they were in the same class 

at Woodlawn. They graduated the year before in ‘98. Now Jenn was a freshman at UMBC, 

University of Maryland Baltimore County. She's studying biochemistry. She's in a sorority. 

When Hae disappeared, Jenn was on winter break. She's working part-time as a life guard. 

And Jay was also working. One of his jobs was at F&M, a discount store. 

 

Jenn said on January 13, she and Jay had been hanging out earlier in the afternoon at her 

house after she got home from work. Then Jenn says Jay left her house sometime between 

3:45 and 4:15. They planned to meet later that evening. But then Jenn had gotten a message 

Jay was running late. He wanted her to pick him up in the parking lot of Westview mall, 

around eight p.m. She goes there and she sees them together. She sees Jay get out of Adnan's 

car. Adnan says hi to her. She says he seems to be acting normal. 

 

Jay gets in her car and that's when he tells her about the murder. After they'd driven a little 

ways, Jay mentions shovels. The shovels Adnan had used to dig in the park to bury Hae – 

that they were Jay's shovels from his house. 

 

Jennifer Pusateri 

Jay mentioned to me that he knew where Adnan dumped the shovel or shovels. I don't know 

how many there were – but he mentioned to me that he know that where Adnan put the 
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shovels. 

 

Sarah Koenig 

Jenn tells them she drives Jay back to Westview Mall to the dumpsters back there so that Jay 

can retrieve the shovels and wipe the handles clean in case of fingerprints. 

 

Jennifer Pusateri 

After that, Jay came back, got in my car, and he was really shooken up. He was completely 

shooken up. He was like you have to take me to go see my girlfriend now. 

 

Sarah Koenig 

The next day Jenn says she drove Jay to the F&M store, that same one where he worked, so 

that he could throw out the clothes and boots he was wearing the previous night. He pitched 

them into a dumpster behind the store. One of the cops points out that, for a guy who's telling 

you he didn't kill anyone and didn't help dispose of a body, he sure is taking a lot of 

precautions. He clarifies, “Jay wasn't along when the body was buried.” 

 

Detective 

Jay wasn't along when the body was buried? 

 

Jennifer Pusateri 

In my opinion, no. In my understanding – 

 

Detective 

– But he's thrown away all of his clothes and he's wiping finger prints off the shovels, things 

of that nature-- 

 

Jennifer Pusateri 

Yeah. Well. It wasn't until today that I thought, I mean, I just don't think that Jay...I don't 

think that Jay would lie to me, first of all, and, like, I don't know – unless Adnan paid Jay a 

good sum of money, I really don't see Jay helping him. 

 

Sarah Koenig 
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Finally, the cop asks, were Adnan and Jay best friends? And Jenn says, “Oh no. More like 

casual acquaintances.” 

 

Once the detectives talk to Jenn, everything happens very fast. That same night the detectives 

go get Jay at the video store where he works. It's actually a porn video store, which, come 

trial, Adnan's attorney will stress with relish at every opportunity. Anyway, the cops bring 

him down to homicide. By the time they turn on the tape recorder, it's one thirty in the 

morning on February 28. 

 

Jay 

I am willing to answer questions and I do not want an attorney at this time. My decision to 

answer questions-- 

 

Sarah Koenig 

So they get Jay in the interview room and, initially, he pulls a Jenn. He tells them nothing, 

more or less. He says he walked to the mall that day, got his girlfriend a new bracelet for her 

birthday, hung around with Jenn's younger brother, talked to Adnan sometime in the 

afternoon, and then, after two pages of notes like that, it says, “Alright, I come clean.” 

 

At least, that's what I think it says. The detective's handwriting is messy so maybe it says, 

“A bright eye came down.” In any case, around twenty minutes later they start taping and 

Jay tells them a whole different story, one that more or less matches Jenn's – except for one 

major difference. One major piece of information about this crime that the cops are still 

missing. They do not know where Hae's car is. They've been looking all over the place for 

it. They can't find it. Now, Jay tells them he knows where it is. 

 

Detective Bill Ritz 

Um, before and during the interview prior to turning the tape on, you stated to Detective 

MacGillivary and myself that you'd be willing to take us out and show us where the vehicle 

was parked. 

 

Jay 

No problem. 
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Detective Bill Ritz 

Uh, are you still willing to do that? 

 

Jay 

Yeah. 

 

Sarah Koenig 

So that's huge for them. Jay will take them to the car. And he does. Once they're finished at 

headquarters, they all drive out in the middle of the night to where the car is parked, on a 

grassy hill behind some row houses off Edmondson Avenue. Within a few hours, they'll have 

a warrant for Adnan's arrest. 

 

Adnan Syed 

They said some-something like “we know what you and Jay did” or “we talked to Jay”-- and 

I'm like “Jay? Jay--” like I had a look of puzzlement on my face – like, like “what? What do 

you mean? Like what do you mean Jay?” 

 

Sarah Koenig 

Adnan, of course, says Jay's story isn't true, but he says he doesn't know why Jay would lie 

either. He says when he first heard Ritz and MacGillivary mention Jay's name in connection 

with his own arrest, he was just confused. 

 

Adnan Syed 

And then the same guy, MacGillivary, he kinda like snorted – like – hmph, you know what 

we're talking about. No I mean, I had, I had no idea and the reaction that he gave me was 

like stop playing dumb. 

 

Sarah Koenig 

It's not like there was some secret feud between Jay and Adnan, at least not that I know of. 

There was no drug deal gone wrong. Neither had bad mouthed the other or stolen the other's 

girlfriend. To hear Adnan tell it, it sounds like they didn't even know each other very well. 

When I first asked him what their friendship was like – what Jay was like as a person – 
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Adnan really had to reach. He was like, “umm Jay worked. He wasn't that into sports.” 

 

Adnan Syed 

Okay, I knew he generally kinda listened to like – uh I wouldn't say white people music – 

but he like listened to like, like rock and roll – things like that. Like, uh uh, heavy metal. 

Um, I like I guess you know uh I can't really um I just, you know, like uh, I can't – to be 

honest with you – I couldn't even really recall like a huge long conversation that we ever had 

other than like a specific subject. If he was asking me something about Stephanie or 

something like where we were gonna go. We're hanging out but we wouldn't necessarily be 

kicking it per se, right? 

 

Sarah Koenig 

“We wouldn't necessarily be kicking it per se,” is Adnan speak for “Yes, we smoked weed 

together but we weren't close.” However, Adnan was close with Stephanie, Jay's girlfriend 

– very close. And Adnan says that's the only thing he can think of now that might have turned 

Jay against him. Stephanie was smart, she was top athlete at the school, she was beautiful by 

any standard. She looked like a model. She came from a family of achievers who did not 

approve of Jay but had no problem with Adnan. So maybe Stephanie's relationship with 

Adnan – how affectionate they were with each other, the constant talking on the phone, the 

prom prince and princess stuff – maybe that was gnawing at Jay. 

 

Adnan Syed 

I don't know – I'm thinking maybe Christina said it or someone said it – 

 

Sarah Koenig 

Christina was Adnan's lawyer. 

 

Adnan Syed 

Like, you know, when I was talking about how close I was with Stephanie, and they were 

like, you know, and you never – like, she looked at me like I was an idiot – like you never 

thought that this bothered Jay? I was like no I never, you know, my relationship, you know, 

we were just friends. That was kinda like an “aha” moment where I was like huh. Then it 

kinda like, now I'm think about all the things you know that took place between us and it 
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just kinda like started to make a little bit of sense like maybe he was you know mad at me 

because I went through my mind, “man why would he do this to me?” 

 

Sarah Koenig 

Adnan says he didn't feel betrayed by Jay exactly because, again, they weren't good enough 

friends for betrayal. He says it was more a feeling of injustice. 

 

Adnan Syed 

So, but with-with Jay it was more so kinda like in my mind I was kinda like maybe the police 

are putting him up to this, maybe somehow he got caught up – for a minute I thought he tried 

to claim the reward money and he got caught up in the situation. So, in my heart, I kinda like 

– don't know, I don't know if there's a part of me that I don't wanna make accusations against 

someone else without, you know, not being sure of it because obviously it happened to me. 

 

Sarah Koenig 

A year after Adnan was arrested and the case came to trial, Jay walked up to the witness 

stand. There's a moment when Adnan muttered something to him. He says he couldn't help 

himself. The judge called the attorneys up to the bench. Quote - I was just informed by my 

Sheriff that the Defendant made a comment to the witness as the witness approached the 

stand indicating that he was pathetic, the judge said. I want to advise Mr. Syed that up until 

now he has been perfect -- don't spoil it. 

 

In the first taped interview, the detectives ask Jay why would Adnan turn to someone he 

didn't even know all that well to help him with this murder. 

 

Detective 

Jay, why would Adnan call you? 

 

Jay 

I'm the criminal element of Woodlawn. 

 

Sarah Koenig 

I'm the criminal element of Woodlawn, he says. 
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Detective 

Is that a real or perceived reputation? 

 

Jay 

Perceived. It's like how the student body sees me. You know, I mean, people who really 

know me know that I'm not like that but, you know, you get a certain reputation and kinda 

sticks with you. 

 

Detective 

Because of the contacts you have with helping him get his marijuana, he thinks that you're 

in that element that would be willing to assist him in, um, disposing of the body? 

 

Jay 

I would guess so. That I would know someone or know where or something. 

 

Sarah Koenig 

In her closing argument at trial, Prosecutor Casey Murphy posed this “why him” question to 

the jury about Jay. Think about it, she said. Do you really believe that the defendant, meaning 

Adnan, could go to one of his upstanding Magnet School Honor Student friends or a friend 

from the mosque to assist him with this act? Of course not. He needed someone who behaved 

a little more dangerously than those people. He needed someone who took risks. The 

defendant hopes that you will look at Jay and say I don't believe him. That is why the 

defendant chose Jay. Because if something went wrong, the defendant could point the finger 

at Jay. 

 

This idea – this is what Jay is more or less trying to communicate to the cops. They ask him 

“if you're actually not the type of guy who knows where to bury a body then why did you 

help? Why didn't you go to the police instead?” 

 

Detective 

He gives you his car keys. He gives you his cell phone. He tells you a time that he's going to 

call you. That he's going to kill her. And you do absolutely nothing. Help me understand 
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your train of thought and why you do absolutely nothing at that point. 

 

Jay 

Um, Adnan knows a lot of things about me like to the effect of criminal activities. So I mean, 

it wasn't... 

 

Detective 

You were selling marijuana. 

 

Jay 

So if I go to the cops and say, “Hey, this guy is a killer.” He'll say, “well no I'm not, he's 

crazy but there's this drug dealer and here's where he gets his shit from and this is who he 

deals with and he's got a rap sheet this long and go get his ass.” 

 

Detective 

But you've never been arrested but one time. You don't really have a rap sheet. 

 

 

Jay 

--On the record it's one time. But I've got my ass kicked plenty of times. I've got one arrest. 

Plenty of times. Dogs sicced on me – chased down out by my own house – fucking gun 

point, helicopters and shit with my keys in my hands, you know what I mean. It's not, it's not 

just, you know, I mean seriously man, I been coming home – people whipped out guns made 

me lay in the street in the snow walking to my own house – just so they can say I was a 

wrong dude, you know what I mean? 

 

Detective 

These are police that do that to you? 

 

 

 

Jay 
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Yes. 

 

Detective 

So you didn't trust any police? 

 

Jay 

I didn't. No. I don't – In my mind, I don't think to the presence of let's call the cops. This 

never – That never crosses my mind. I could be getting shot at and I wouldn't be “let's call 

the cops.” 

 

Sarah Koenig 

Okay, they say – so if you didn't want to go to the police yourself, how about making an 

anonymous call then? You could have done it right after he shows you the body as you are 

leaving the Best Buy parking lot. 

 

Detective 

When you are driving off the parking lot. Why don't you stop your car, and say, call the 

police and say “someone has just committed a murder. There's a body in the trunk of a car?” 

 

Jay 

Um, I was just scared and I didn't really think, like-like how it is. 

 

Detective 

Who are you afraid of if you make an anonymous phone call and you give a description of 

her car? You give them the tag number of her car... 

 

Jay 

Can we stop for a second? 

 

Detective 

Yes. 

 

Jay 
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Can you stop that? 

 

Detective 

If you have any questions, you can ask me on tape. 

 

Jay 

I don't understand this line of questioning. 

 

Detective 

I'm trying to understand why do you go through all this. 

 

Jay 

First it was just, like, shock and then after that, I was part of it. I mean I couldn't just... 

 

Detective 

Jay, what he has over you or your involvement in this is beyond belief other than you being 

afraid of the police. Either he has paid you something or... 

 

 

 

Jay 

Like I said, he knows I sold drugs, I mean...that was, I mean, that's...he could get me locked 

up for that, I mean. I'm sure if I ratted him out for killing Hae, then he wouldn't hesitate to 

turn me over for selling drugs. 

 

Detective 

Is there anything else that you'd like to add to this? 

 

Jay 

Um, I feel bad that, you know, I mean, I didn't come forward or do anything but, I just, I feel 

bad, I mean I feel like I could have stopped it somehow if I, you know, maybe if I'd paid 

more attention, you know, talked about it. I just feel bad about it. That's all. That's all I got 

to say. 
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Sarah Koenig 

He says, “I just feel bad about it. That's all I got to say.” 

 

The cops have a struggle with Jay. I have a struggle with Jay. He's the biggest mystery of 

this whole case for me. The cops interview him at least four times that I know about. Two 

of those are on tape. And Jay also tells this story at trial – not once, but twice cause the first 

proceeding ended in a mistrial. So, at least, say, six times he's told what happened. And each 

time, some details shift. 

 

Some of these discrepancies seem small to me and understandable but some are significant 

and confounding. That distance between where a certain detail starts and where it ends up – 

how far it slides and why it slides. I've spent untold hours trying to measure that distance – 

trying to weigh it for clues as to what might actually be true. 

 

For example, this is from taped interview number one. The cops are asking about what he 

and Adnan did that morning of the thirteenth. 

 

Detective 

Okay, he picks you up,where did you get from that point? 

 

Jay 

Um, we headed toward Westview mall. Um, we did a little shopping together. 

 

Sarah Koenig 

Now here's taped interview number two from March 15, two weeks later. 

 

Detective 

And where did you go? 

 

Jay 

We went to Security Square Mall. 
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Sarah Koenig 

That's a different mall, Security Square Mall – a couple miles away. I put this one in the 

category of “probably not a big deal, right?” Maybe Jay misspoke when he said Westview 

initially. There are a bunch of little things like this. 

 

For example, when they are driving around that afternoon after they've ditched Hae's car at 

the I-70 Park and Ride. At the first trial, Jay says they both got high in Adnan's car, but the 

second trial, he says only he smoked and Adnan didn't want to. 

 

Then there are more significant changes, but, still, you chalk them up to Jay trying to protect 

his friends – or trying to protect himself. In the first taped interview, Jay says they're 

grabbing some food at a restaurant when Officer Adcock calls Adnan asking if he's seen 

Hae. The next time he tells it, he says that when that call comes, they're at a friend's apartment 

– a friend whose father happens to be a homicide detective in another county. Jay tells the 

cops he'd actually been to her house three different times that day, but he didn't want to get 

her in trouble. 

 

In the first taped statement, Jay says he refused to help dig a grave for Hae. Two weeks later, 

he says they both dug the hole. But then, there are other changes – bigger changes – where 

it’s harder to judge why the details shift. 

 

This one, for instance: In the first taped interview, Jay says Adnan only told him that same 

day that he was going to kill Hae. Two weeks later, Jay says that Adnan had started talking 

about it before hand – four or five days before. 

 

Jay 

I think I'm gonna kill her. Yeah, he said he, he said that a lot. In my conversations with him, 

on several occasions he said that. 

 

Sarah Koenig 

And, he says, Adnan enlisted his help with the murder on the twelfth, the night before Hae 

disappeared. In this version, Jay tells Jenn about it in advance too. But, by the time Jay 

testifies at trial, he goes back to the first version again – that he knew nothing until the day 
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of and that he didn't really take it seriously. 

 

26:28 

 

There's so many more of these. There's a whole side trip Adnan and Jay supposedly take that 

afternoon, after Hae's been killed to smoke some weed at Patapsco State Park. That trip 

disappears by trial – just drops out of the narrative – and Jay's whereabouts in between the 

time he drops Adnan back at school at midday and when he meets back up with him later 

that afternoon – the stories about where he is are so messy and so confusing that I can't even 

keep the different versions straight. 

 

But none of these discrepancies gives me or, I think, the cops as much pause as this next 

one. This is the mother of what the cops call Jay's inconsistencies. It's about where Adnan 

first showed him Hae's body in the trunk of a car. 

 

Here's from taped interview number one: Jay says Adnan called him about 3:45 p.m. saying 

“come pick me up.” 

 

Jay 

I went to pick him up from off of Edmondson Avenue at a strip and he, uh, popped the trunk 

open and... 

 

Detective 

You say at Edmondson Avenue off of a strip? Do you recall any cross streets on Edmondson 

Avenue where you go to meet him? 

 

Jay 

I don't know by name but I could probably tell you by sight. 

 

Sarah Koenig 

A strip is a small outdoor drug market – just like a block where you can buy drugs. Jay tells 

the cops that it takes him about fifteen or twenty minutes to get to the location on 
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Edmondson. And, later, when the cops drive out with Jay to get Hae's car, Jay shows them 

the spot on Edmondson Avenue. It's just a few blocks from where they ditched Hae's car, he 

said. 

 

Now, listen to what he said on March 15. 

 

Detective 

And while in route to your house-- 

 

 

 

Jay 

Yes. 

 

Detective 

--you receive a phone call from Adnan-- 

 

Jay 

Yes. 

 

Detective 

--on his cell phone-- 

 

Jay 

Yup. 

 

Detective 

--which is in your possession. 

 

Jay 

Yes. 

 

Detective 
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And the conversation was what? 

 

Jay 

Um, that bitch is dead. Come and get me. I'm at Best Buy. 

 

Sarah Koenig 

Best Buy. Just like Jenn had originally told them. This is a problem for the cops – this change. 

Because it’s not something you forget – where you were when you saw a dead body in the 

trunk of a car. It's not a slip of the tongue and it’s not clear what the calculation is. 

Edmondson Avenue versus the Best Buy parking lot. What's the advantage of one place over 

the other? Why tell this lie? 

 

 

28:39 

 

Maybe he's just saying it because it matches Jenn's story – or did he lie to Jenn in the first 

place and then forget? I have a friend who's worked for a long time in the Baltimore judicial 

system. She knows a lot of cops, and she reminded me when I was telling her about this case 

– cops are the most skeptical people in the world. They pretty much assume everyone is 

lying to them all the time. Ritz and MacGillivary aren't newbies. MacGillivary came from a 

law enforcement family; his father had been captain of the homicide unit, in fact. And Ritz 

was known in the department, and in the state's attorney's office, as a skilled and meticulous 

investigator. So, they're not suckers. They're taking careful note of the changes in Jay's 

stories. It's why they keep going back to him – to clear up the inconsistencies. 

 

In the second taped interview, MacGillivary confronts Jay – ticking off a list of the main 

things he's lied to him about and Jay admits to all the lies. But, even so, what struck me is 

that they don't really press him on any of it. The most forceful MacGillivary gets is this 

exchange about the location of the trunk pop. 

 

Detective MacGillivary 

He actually killed her-- 
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Jay 

Yes. 

 

Detective MacGillivary 

--at Best Buy? 

 

Jay 

To my knowledge. 

 

Detective MacGillivary 

To your knowledge. 

 

Jay 

Yes. 

 

Detective MacGillivary 

You weren't present for that? 

 

 

Jay 

No sir. 

 

Detective MacGillivary 

Why did you lie about the location? 

 

Jay 

Uh, I figured there was cameras there or somebody had spotted him doing what he was 

doing. 

 

Detective MacGillivary 

But if you actually didn't assist with her murder... 
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Jay 

But I'm associated. I'm associated. 

 

Detective MacGillivary 

Why would you lie about the location? 

 

Jay 

Because I'm associated. I'm associated. 

 

Detective MacGillivary 

But you did lie. 

 

Jay 

Yes. 

 

Detective MacGillivary 

Okay. 

 

Sarah Koenig 

Jay is saying I figured there were security cameras at Best Buy so that's why I lied – because 

I didn't want to be associated with it. What is he talking about? 

 

This is nonsensical. When he told the Edmondson Avenue version, he was already deeply 

associated with it. And if there were cameras at the Best Buy parking lot, wouldn't that help 

his story? If they showed Hae's car or Adnan walking around or putting Hae's body in the 

trunk. But MacGillivary lets it go – moves on to another point. And, just so you know, as 

best as we can tell from workers at the store and from the former landlord, there probably 

weren't security cameras in the Best Buy parking lot back in 1999. And, there's certainly no 

mention of any security footage in the police reports. 

 

At the end of both of Jay's taped statements – the detectives kind of come out with it. “Are 

you telling us the truth right now?” On February 28, after Jay has told them off tape that he 
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doesn't know anything about the murder, Ritz points out your story has completely changed 

since you first came in this room. 

 

31:28 

 

 

 

Detective Ritz 

All the information you have provided during this interview – has it been the complete truth? 

 

 

Jay 

To the best of my knowledge. 

 

Sarah Koenig 

And then Jay reinforces it – 

 

Detective 

Alright, uh, I believe that concludes this interview. At this point – 

 

Jay 

I was as honest as I possibly can remember – I mean, truthfully honest. 

 

Detective 

Okay. 

 

Sarah Koenig 

But, of course, two weeks later big swathes of his story have changed. So, MacGillivary asks 

him again on March 15 – 

 

Detective MacGillivary 
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The taped interview that you've given us right now – is that the truth? 

 

Jay 

To the best that I can possibly, humanly at this point and time remember. That is the truth. 

 

Detective MacGillivary 

Did you kill Hae Lee? 

 

Jay 

No sir I did not. 

 

Detective MacGillivary 

Were you there when Adnan killed Hae Lee? 

 

Jay 

No sir I was not. 

 

Sarah Koenig 

I put it to Bill Ritz when I talked to him briefly on the phone. Jay's story kept changing. You 

were catching the inconsistencies and he was having to explain them and clean up his story. 

So what ultimately made you believe him? Ritz said they believed Jay's story because “we 

were able to investigate and corroborate what he was saying.” So how exactly did they 

corroborate it? Next time, on Serial. 

 

 

8.5 Anexo 5 

Episode 5: Route talk / Charla de ruta 

 Detective 

     Jay, why would Adnan call you? 

 

     Jay 

     I’m the criminal element of Woodlawn. 
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Ira Glass 

Previously, on Serial. 

 

     Adnan Syed 

     They said some-something like “we know what you and Jay did” or “we talked to Jay”-- 

and I'm like “Jay? Jay--” like I had a look of puzzlement on my face – like, like “what? What 

do you mean?” 

 

     Jay 

     I'm sure if I ratted him out for killing Hae, then he wouldn't hesitate to turn me over for 

selling drugs. 

 

     Jennifer Pusateri 

     I don't know – unless Adnan paid Jay a good sum of money, I really don't see Jay helping 

him. 

 

Automated voice 

This is a Global-Tel link prepaid call from Adnan Syed an inmate at a Maryland Correctional 

facility… 

 

Sarah Koenig 

From This American Life and WBEZ Chicago it’s Serial. One story told week by week. I’m 

Sarah Koenig. 

 

The first letter I got from Adnan Syed, almost exactly one year ago, included a challenge. 

He was writing about the prosecution’s timeline of the crime. About when and where Hae 

Min Lee was killed. The State contended that Hae was killed between 2:15 and 2:36 p.m. at 

the Best Buy parking lot, about a mile from Woodlawn High School. That’s the twenty-one 

minute window in which to commit the murder. Which may seem like a long time, Adnan 

wrote, but it is virtually impossible if you consider the following facts, which he then listed. 

For example, “when the final bell rings at 2:15, you can’t just leave and jump in your car,” 

he wrote. “There are 1500 other students filling the hallways and stairwells of a four story 
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building.” Then you have to get out of the school parking lot, but the parking lot is encircled 

by the school bus loop, so you can’t get your car out until the buses fill up and leave. Which, 

Adnan wrote, “took about ten to fifteen minutes.” 

 

     Adnan Syed 

     I wish-- maybe I’ll try to draw a picture of it, but if you could just see how Woodlawn 

High School lets out at 2:15. 

 

Sarah Koenig 

That’s Adnan elaborating on his letter. 

 

     Adnan 

     You can’t just go to your car and leave. It’s going to take a few minutes. So it’s just a 

really tight-- window of time for this to have taken place. I’ve always-- in my heart-- I’ve 

always like-- I’ve seen it on TV before like on Dateline or Nightline where someone tries to 

reenact the crime. There’s a moment where there’s someone like “you know what? This 

crime could not have been committed according to this set of facts.” There’s always this 

moment where I visualize the route, it’s just-- Oh hey, we’re getting ready to go, right. Sorry. 

Hey, I gotta go. Alright bye. 

 

     Sarah Koenig 

Okay bye! 

 

Sarah Koenig 

That happens sometimes. The guards come by and you’re just done, mid-sentence. Anyway, 

I can pick up from Adnan’s letter. He wrote that in addition, the route to the Best Buy, even 

though it’s close to the school, there are major intersections along the way and that there is 

“a ton of traffic at that time.” And then, the murder itself. How would he be able to strangle 

Hae, a tall, strong, athletic girl, “remove her body from the car, carry it to the trunk, and 

place her in there in broad daylight at 2:30 in the afternoon. And then I walk into the Best 

Buy lobby and call Jay and tell him to come meet me there? All in twenty-one minutes. I am 

one-hundred percent sure that if someone tried to do it, it would be impossible.” 
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Gauntlet so thrown, producer Dana Chivvis and I gave it a shot. We tried this drive, twice 

we tried in fact because, full disclosure, the first time we screwed it up. The second time, 

though, we were like a machine. So here we go. We’re at Woodlawn High School, 

Wednesday afternoon. After school announcements. 

 

     Voice over school PA 

     If you’re a senior and you want to apply for local scholarships, you need to go to the 

counseling office-- 

 

Sarah Koenig 

Okay then, last bell. (chime) More than a thousand students fill the halls just like Adnan 

described in his letter. We figure Hae gets in her car quickly. She’s in a hurry. 

 

Okay. It is now 2:17. The bell rang at exactly 2:15, say the fastest she could have gotten to 

her car is two minutes. So that’s giving the State the benefit of the doubt, right? If she’s 

really hustling, maybe she can get to her car in say two minutes? Remember her friend 

Debbie Warren said that Hae had told her right after school that she was in a rush to see her 

new boyfriend Don at the mall. Presumably the Owings Mills Mall where they both worked. 

 

I think this is the last bus. We do indeed have to wait for the bus loop to clear. It takes a few 

minutes. We just have to sit there. We’re timing. We’re in the back of the school. Now we 

have to drive up around to the front of the school, up around the circle near the gym. 

Remember, that’s where Inez Butler-Hendrix says she sees Hae, who had come to grab a 

snack. Once we get there, we’re at eleven minutes, thirty eight seconds. 

 

     Sarah Koenig 

     I’m going to run in, keep timing. 

 

Sarah Koenig 

I run into the gym area where the food cart was, run back out to the car, then we have to 

drive back out to Woodlawn drive, turn onto Security Boulevard, which does have some big 

intersections you have to get through. Again, we’re trying to get to Best Buy, it’s still there 

today, in twenty-one minutes. 
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     Dana Chivvis 

     We’re at seventeen minutes, right about, now. We’re at seventeen minutes, we’re just 

crossing under the beltway. 

 

     Sarah Koenig 

     Less than a minute later… Oh yeah, see? There’s the sign. Best Buy. 

 

Sarah Koenig 

Jay’s story is that when he pulled into Best Buy, he saw Adnan at the phone booth there, at 

the edge of the building, wearing red gloves. Adnan motioned for Jay to follow him across 

the front of the building, around to the other side, to the farthest corner of the side parking 

lot, where Jay saw Hae’s car parked. This particular part of the parking lot, alas, it has 

significance. After Adnan was arrested, the detectives interviewed another friend of his, a 

kid named Ja'uan. Ja'uan told them he had gotten high with Adnan once, in Adnan’s car. 

Here’s tape of that interview. 

 

     Detective 

     --and where was this? 

 

     Ja'uan 

     Best Buy parking lot. 

 

     Detective 

     Why did you go to the Best Buy parking lot? 

 

     Ja'uan 

     Nobody’s going to be over there. 

 

     Detective 

     Was it your choice to go there? 

 

     Ja'uan 
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     (unintelligible) 

 

     Detective 

     His choice. 

 

     Ja'uan 

     He said that him and Hae used to go there to spend time together. 

 

     Detective 

     Adnan and Hae would go there to spend time. 

 

     Detective 

     Did he say what they would do there? Um, when they were in the parking lot alone, no 

one comes to that side of the parking lot. 

 

     Ja'uan 

     I think he might have said that they had sex there before. 

 

Sarah Koenig 

In case you didn’t hear that, he says, “I think he might have said that they had sex there 

before.” Yeah. Ja'uan says this happened, this trip to get high at Best Buy, that it happened 

after Hae went missing. Meaning, if Adnan did it, he was taking Ja'uan back to the exact 

spot where he killed Hae. He was returning to the scene of the crime. Ja'uan says that they 

parked, from the sounds of it, right where Jay says Hae’s car was that day. Right where Dana 

and I are also parked. It takes Dana and me almost eighteen minutes to get to this spot. That 

leaves three minutes for the actual horror of the thing. An argument maybe, then 

strangulation, then he’s got to put her body in the trunk, somehow, without anyone seeing. 

Granted, this part of the parking lot is pretty empty, but still, it’s a parking lot in the middle 

of the afternoon. There are definitely cars and people near enough to make this seem like a 

very, very risky move. 

 

Dana and I time it out. Counting down the quickest possible imagining of such a thing. 

Manual strangulation usually takes a few minutes. Then, we get out of our car, and walk 
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over to where we think the payphone was. According to a sketch Jay made for the cops. 

There’s no phone booth there now. 

 

I just want to pause here and talk about this phone booth for a minute. Weirdly, we have not 

been able to confirm its existence. The Best Buy employees I talked to did not remember a 

payphone back then. We spoke to the landlord at the time and to the property manager, they 

had no record of a payphone. They dug up a photo of the store, from 2001, no phone booth 

or payphone, though lots of public phones did come down between ‘99 and 2001. They 

looked up the blueprints for the store when it was built in 1995, nothing. The manager also 

said there is no record of a service agreement between Best Buy and any payphone company 

at that store. We checked with the Maryland public service commission. We checked with 

Verizon. Neither could track down records from that far back. 

 

It seems crazy to me that the cops would have either not checked to make sure it existed or 

failed to mention it if somehow it wasn’t there. They never got the call record from this 

booth. There’s nothing in their files about it. At trial, Adnan’s lawyer brings up this phone 

booth when she’s trying to attack Jay’s credibility. She says to the judge, “we believe that 

the physical description of the actuality of Best Buy, including the location of the phone 

booth at Best Buy, the entrance, the existence or non-existence of security cameras,” etc., 

she goes on. So, I don’t know. We’re stumped on this one. But let’s assume it did exist that 

day. The prosecutor said that they knew Hae was dead by 2:36 because there is a call at 2:36 

to Adnan’s cellphone. Which Jay has. And they say that must be the call Jay told the cops 

about. The one where Adnan calls his own phone and says, “come and get me. I’m at Best 

Buy.” You can see it on the call log. It just says ‘incoming.’ There’s no phone number 

attached to incoming calls. This 2:36 call was five seconds long. We get out a quarter, we 

put it in-- 

 

     Dana Chivvis 

     Dial the number. 

 

     Sarah Koenig 

     One, two, three, four, five. Stop it. 
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     Dana Chivvis 

     Twenty-two. 

 

     Sarah Koenig 

     Twenty-two and a half minutes? 

 

     Dana Chivvis 

     Yeah. 

 

     Sarah Koenig 

     So wait. Let us just be precise about it. 

 

     Dana Chivvis 

     Twenty-one-- Twenty-- 

 

     Sarah Koenig 

     Twenty-two minutes and two seconds. Yeah we just did it in twenty-two minutes and two 

seconds. And that was leaving about a minute and a half in the car for the actual killing part. 

 

     Dana Chivvis 

     That should probably be the minimum about of time in the car. 

 

     Sarah Koenig 

     Right. I don’t know. 

 

     Dana Chivvis 

     I mean, it seems like, yeah it could be done. But it seems far fetched. 

 

Sarah Koenig 

It does seem far fetched because there’s no room for any errors. Any pauses even. The buses, 

the drive, the strangulation. The moving of the body. The call. They all have to happen as 

quickly as they possibly can for the 2:36 call to work. But, it is possible. Or at least not 

impossible, which was what Adnan was saying in that first letter. 
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     Adnan Syed 

     So you guys-- huh. 

 

     Sarah Koenig 

     Yeah. 

 

     Adnan Syed 

     So-- huh. 

 

Sarah Koenig 

When I told Adnan that Dana and I more or less did it in the time allowed, the twenty-one 

minutes, his overall reaction was incredulity. 

 

     Adnan Syed 

     It seems like five minutes-- from what I can remember, those busses didn’t clear in five 

minutes cuz I can remember sometimes we would have to wait in that parking lot, for those 

busses to clear. I don’t know. I just-- to me, that was always stuck in my mind, was those 

busses. That you have to wait for the busses. So, I don’t know. That’s kinda disheartening. I 

always-- I don’t know how long the crime would have taken. I don’t know how long-- I 

don’t know. If you guys said you did it, then you did it, but I don’t know. I don’t know. I 

don’t know what to say to that. I don’t know what to say, I just always thought in my mind 

that-- 

 

     Sarah Koenig 

     This is what I’ll say is that it doesn’t make me think-- to me it doesn’t prove anything 

except that it’s possible. It doesn’t mean that I think you’re lying or that I think it even 

happened at the Best Buy, I’m just saying, if you’re going to debunk the State’s timeline-- 

 

     Adnan Syed 

     No I understand-- 

 

     Sarah Koenig 
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     --like we weren’t able to do that. We weren’t able to debunk their timeline-- 

 

     Adnan Syed 

     No I understand that. I understand that. 

 

Sarah Koenig 

However, Dana and I were not done. This was just step one of the State’s timeline. In the 

detective’s notes, Dana and I found a handwritten itinerary, dated March 18, 1999. So that’s 

three days after Jay’s second taped interview with police. This is the route Jay laid out for 

the cops. His entire driving day, on January 13. This is what we’re going to try to replicate, 

to see if it matches the call record from that day. Because, right? The prosecution’s story of 

the crime was mainly pinned to two things. Jay’s statements and the cell records. Adnan 

remembers that at his trial, the prosecution had a big blow up chart of the call record, the 

one listing thirty four calls made and received on Adnan’s cell phone that day, with blanks 

beside each call. Every time a witness identified a call on the list, the prosecutor would label 

it with a sticker. 

 

     Adnan Syed 

     So at two-- at 3:21 they would have placed a sticker, boom, call to Jenn Pusateri. It was 

a pretty powerful thing. Because as he was testifying, it was almost as if they were using the 

cell phone records as proof for all the testimony. Okay, if he said “what happened at this 

time?” and such and such call was made, boom, it was very, I would say, influential. 

 

Sarah Koenig 

Besides the calls themselves, they also had a list of all the cell towers that pinged each time 

a particular call came in or went out. “Sure,” the prosecutor said, “you might have your 

doubts about Jay, but the call record doesn’t lie. Jay couldn’t possibly have known which 

towers were getting pinged when. He couldn’t fabricate that. It would be too crazy of a 

coincidence.” So the cell towers, and the calls and Jay’s story, they way they all meshed, 

prosecutors argued, was irrefutable. Prosecutor, Casey Murphy said to the jury in her closing 

statement, “The most important thing for you to remember about Jay’s testimony is that it 

does not stand alone. It is corroborated.” She added, “The cell phone records support what 

those witnesses say, and the witnesses support what those cell phone records say.” There’s 
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no way around it. 

 

     Dana Chivvis 

     Alright, ready? 

 

     Sarah Koenig 

     Yup. 

 

     Dana Chivvis 

     Okay. So I started it at-- it’s 2:51, and we’re making a right out of the Best Buy parking 

lot onto Belmont Ave. 

 

     Sarah Koenig 

     Alright, so let’s see if we can recreate what Jay says happened that day. The next stop 

after Best Buy is the I-70 Park and Ride, where Jay says they leave Hae’s car for a few hours. 

It’s just a large commuter parking lot. Jay says he follows Adnan there, Adnan is driving 

Hae’s car. Jay has Adnan’s car. He’s pretty careful to let the cops know he wasn’t ever in 

Hae’s car. Never touched her or her stuff. 

 

     Detective 

     Did he get out of the car? 

 

     Jay 

     Yes. He got out of the car and-- 

 

Sarah Koenig 

This is from Jay’s second taped statement. 

 

     Jay 

     --proceeded to go through the trunk and the back seat. 

 

Sarah Koenig 

This detail has always struck me, by the way. Jay says Adnan is going through the trunk of 
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Hae’s car at the I-70 Park and Ride. Hae’s body is back there. In the trunk, at this point. But 

anyway… 

 

     Jay 

     Several items, he picked up and moved around, stuff like that, then he came over to his 

car, told me to pop the trunk. I popped the trunk. He placed a whole bunch of items in the 

trunk and then he got in the driver’s seat and we switched places, and I got in the passenger’s 

seat. 

 

Sarah Koenig 

It takes Dana and me eleven minutes to get to the Park and Ride from Best Buy. Then we 

wait a couple minutes to account for Adnan’s movements. In case you’re wondering, there 

were no security cameras at this Park and Ride back in ‘99. We checked with the DOT. So 

now it’s a little after three p.m. When Jay took the cops on this ride on March 18, to map out 

the timeline, he told them that after they left the Park and Ride, they went in search of weed. 

He says that’s when he called his friend Patrick. And this is where things start to get off 

course. There is indeed a call to Patrick on the call log. But it’s at 3:59 p.m. So right away, 

we have a time problem. 

 

By trial, though, Jay has sorted that out, so that his story better matched the call log. He 

testified that he called Jenn Pusateri first, at 3:21 to find out if Patrick was home. Jenn 

testified that, no, Jay would not have called her to find out where Patrick was. That’s just 

not a thing that would have happened. But in any case, there is a call to Jenn at 3:21. Jay 

says that when they didn’t find Patrick at home, they switched course and headed up to 

Forest Park to buy weed. Dana and I drive that same route. 

 

     Dana Chivvis 

     Okay, so they buy two dimes of weed here, that’s a side note. 

 

     Sarah Koenig 

     Alright. Done and done. 

 

     Dana Chivvis 
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     Done. We are making a left-- 

 

Sarah Koenig 

Jay also mentions another call around this time. This call is incredibly important and I will 

talk more about it in another episode, I swear. But for right now, what you need to know is, 

in his second interview, when the cops show him the list of calls, Jay says, “Adnan spoke to 

some girl in Silver Spring.” Her name was Nisha. It was that girl Adnan had been flirting 

with. And Adnan briefly put Jay on the phone with her. And the reason this is so important 

is for two reasons. One, it’s the only call in this stretch of time that’s to someone Adnan 

knew, rather than a friend of Jay’s. And, it puts Jay and Adnan together in the middle of the 

afternoon, when Adnan says he was not with Jay, he was back at school. In the March 18 

itinerary, there’s a note about the Nisha call. That Adnan handed the phone to Jay at the golf 

course on West Forest Park Avenue. 

 

     Dana Chivvis 

     Yeah that is the golf course, okay. 

 

     Sarah Koenig 

     If indeed this is the golf course he’s saying where suspect hands the phone to the witness, 

who is Jay, that was the Nisha call. And that does happen right now. 

 

 

So the time works for this one. It matches Jay’s story. But here’s the problem. It doesn’t 

match the cell tower in the call record. It’s pinging a tower back near the Best Buy, west of 

where we are. And that is true of all these calls from the middle of the afternoon. The 3:21 

to Jenn, 3:32 to Nisha, 3:48 to a dude named Phil, 3:59 to Patrick, none of these calls pinged 

a tower near where Jay tells the cops they were driving that afternoon. Not a one. At trial, 

though, even though all these mid-afternoon calls were identified and accounted for in Jay’s 

testimony, prosecutors did not point out that the cell towers didn’t match. Adnan’s defense 

attorney did, sort of, but reading the trial transcript, even though she notes the discrepancy, 

she doesn’t nail it. So it’s hard to tell what that discrepancy means. So, onward. 
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     Dana Chivvis 

     So we are headed to the Patapsco State Park right now. 

 

     Sarah Koenig 

     Oh, you’re kidding. 

 

     Dana Chivvis 

     I’m not kidding. We definitely don’t have time don’t have time to go to Patapsco. 

 

     Sarah Koenig 

     Well, let’s see how long that takes. 

 

Sarah Koenig 

This is the next stop on the itinerary. To a place known as the cliffs at Patapsco State Park 

which is a good twenty minute drive from where we are right now. Adnan’s track practice 

starts at four p.m. If before, we were clinging respectably to the agreed upon timeline, now 

we’re about to just thumb our noses at the thing. 

 

     Sarah Koenig 

     Yeah, this just seems absurd. It’s three-- say it’s between 3:45 and 3:50 now in their 

world. If I’m Adnan and I need to be seen for track, I’m freaking out right now, that I need 

to get back for track to have an alibi. So what’s this “oh, let’s just drive halfway across the 

county to go to a state park to smoke a blunt?” Just smoke in your car! It just seems like 

there had to be other places you could have pulled over for a quick smoke, if indeed that’s 

what needed to happen. 

 

     Dana Chivvis 

     There’s a shrimp sale at the Crab Crib. 

 

Sarah Koenig 

Sometimes I think Dana isn’t listening to me. Anyway, we head to Patapsco State Park, 

because Jay is very clear: taped statement number one, taped statement number two, March 

18 itinerary. Now is when they go smoke a blunt at the cliffs in Patapsco. Dana and I trek in 
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there. 

 

     Sarah Koenig 

     Okay, down many rough hewn steps. This is beautiful! 

 

Sarah Koenig 

You can see the river below, some train tracks, hills. Jay’s memories about this spot are 

specific. Dana reads from the handwritten notes from March 18. 

 

     Dana Chivvis 

     So these are the detective’s notes. It says, “Patapsco Valley State Park 1630 hour.” And 

then the next note is, “Sun getting ready to hit mountain tops.” 

 

     Sarah Koenig 

     1630 hour means 4:30 p.m. Sunset that day was at 5:05 p.m. so that would make sense. 

 

     Dana Chivvis 

     Then it says, “I can’t believe I did it. I’m sad but not really.” 

 

Sarah Koenig 

Here’s what Jay says they talked about, and before I play this next tape, just a warning that 

it’s disturbing: 

 

     Jay 

     We’re standing, overlooking a whole bunch of stuff at this cliff and he starts telling me 

about how it was when he killed her. How he said he wrapped his hand around her and-- her 

throat and she started kicking and he said he looked up to make sure nobody was looking in 

the car at him, and he said he was worried about her scratching him, getting his skin under 

any of her fingernails, and that she was trying to say something. He said that he thinks she 

was trying to say that she was sorry, but that was what she deserved and-- 

 

     Detective 

     How long do you think you were the cliff? 
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     Jay 

     Twenty minutes to a half an hour. 

 

     Detective 

     Other than that conversation, was there anything additional? 

 

     Jay 

     He had said to me, he wondered where to put the body at. 

 

     Detective 

     Did you make any suggestions? 

 

     Jay 

     None at all. 

 

     Detective 

     Did he name any locations? 

 

     Jay 

     None at all. 

 

     Detective 

     He didn’t say, “what about here?” You know, he didn’t name off a half dozen locations 

and you gave him thumbs up or thumbs down? 

 

     Jay 

     Um, I just-- he said something to... the effect of the state park where we were, a little up 

the river, but I told him that people walk up and down here. 

 

Sarah Koenig 

So, Jay says they talk about the murder at the cliffs. He says they talk about whether to 

dispose of the body right there in Patapsco State Park, he says they’re there for perhaps 
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twenty minutes to half an hour. 

 

Come trial, when Jay’s on the stand talking about where they went that day, this whole trip 

to Patapsco, it never happens. It’s just not there. That talk they have? Instead it happens in 

Adnan’s car, when they’re tooling around, looking to buy weed. This is a puzzle to me. It’s 

such a vivid scene, Jay’s describing, it’s so detailed. I have to think he included it for good 

reason. But it doesn’t fit the timeline. Driving out of the park, talking to Dana, I was turning 

this over. Why the Patapsco story at all? 

 

     Sarah Koenig 

     Yeah (laughs) it doesn’t make any sense. Plus-- it’s like trying to-- I’m trying to think of 

an analogy of what the uselessness of what we’re trying to do by recreating something that 

doesn’t fit, it’s like a-- like trying to plot the coordinates of someone’s dream or something 

where it’s just like “but wait! That doesn’t--” as if we’re going to be surprised every single 

time but it didn’t-- it doesn’t because it’s not prob-- 

 

     Dana Chivvis 

     I think they call that a fool’s errand. 

 

Sarah Koenig 

At trial, Jay says Adnan gets another call as he was dropping Adnan off at school for track. 

“Before he left the car, he received a phone call, or placed a phone call. It was in Arabic. I 

don’t know who he was talking to. I don’t know what it entailed. I believe it was his mother.” 

Adnan and his family say he doesn’t speak Arabic, or Pashto, or Urdu. But maybe Jay could 

hear a foreign sounding accent on the other end of the call. And there is a 4:27 call in the 

log. Maybe that’s the one. But again, the cell tower it pings isn’t near Woodlawn High 

School. 

 

The earliest Dana and I can get from the cliffs back to Woodlawn is 4:45 p.m. and that’s 

being generous. But even so, that means if Adnan still had to get changed, he is very late for 

four p.m. track now, which seems like a bad strategy for an alibi, doesn’t it? To be noticeably 

late like that. Jay says he goes next to a friends house. I’m going to call this friend “Cathy,” 

because she didn’t want to be identified. Jay says he gets there by 5:20 or 5:30. He says he 
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smokes some more weed there, but it’s not long before Adnan calls him and says, “I’m done 

with track, come get me.” Jay goes back to Woodlawn, to get Adnan. Jay tells the cops that 

he gets to Woodlawn at about six p.m. and that he sees Adnan with a friend from track. The 

notes from March 18 say “said goodbye to track buddy, Will.” 

 

     Will 

     That day, he said bye to Will, and then-- oh man. (sigh) 

 

Sarah Koenig 

That is Will, from track. 

 

     Will 

     It’s hard to remember that one interaction. 

 

     Sarah Koenig 

     You mean I should have asked you fifteen years ago? 

 

     Will 

     Maybe five, I would have remembered. Oh man, that’s hard to remember. Gee whiz, I 

didn’t even know that I was a part of anything until you just told me that. Like, no one ever 

contacted me about anything. 

 

     Sarah Koenig 

     Really! 

 

     Will 

     Yeah, like, yeah. 

 

     Sarah Koenig 

     So the cops-- No cops ever called you and said, “was Adnan at track that day?” No 

attorneys-- 

 

     Will 
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     No! 

 

     Sarah Koenig 

     No attorneys ever called and said, “was Adnan present at track practice that day?” 

 

     Will 

     I don’t remember any of that. 

 

     Sarah Koenig 

     Will confirmed that yes, track started at four, so you had quite a bit of time from the end 

of school at 2:15. 

 

     Will 

     Yeah, go dig around. Play footsie with your little girlfriend. And then go get ready for 

practice and be ready and on time. There was never an excuse to be late for track practice. 

 

     Sarah Koenig 

     Because there was so much time. 

 

     Will 

     Exactly. 

 

     Sarah Koenig 

     And what would happen if you were really late, or you skipped or-- was there any 

consequence? 

 

     Will 

     Yeah, actually if you didn’t have a family emergency, you had to run extra. 400’s. Extra 

running the next day. 

 

Sarah Koenig 

Their coach, Michael Psy, told the cops that Adnan probably was there that day, that he 

thinks he would have noticed if Adnan wasn’t there. But he couldn’t be 100% sure. 
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The other thing Will told me was that he saw Jay pick up and also drop off Adnan for track, 

multiple times. 

 

     Will 

     Yeah, that was just normal. Normal to the point where no one would pay attention to it. 

 

     Sarah Koenig 

     Right. Ah! So you can’t solve this crime for us. 

 

     Will 

     I wish I could, oh my goodness! 

 

Sarah Koenig 

Here’s another problem with the track story. Jay says he gets Adnan at about six. There’s an 

outgoing call at 5:38 p.m. to Adnan’s friend Krista. Someone Jay would not be calling. 

Which would suggest Adnan had his phone at 5:38 p.m. and the call pings a tower that is out 

near that guy Patrick’s house, sort of where they end up ditching Hae’s car. Not at all close 

to Woodlawn High School. I could keep going here, to the bitter end of the night, but I’m 

hoping you’ll take my word for it, that the time line has some problems. 

 

I’m going to try very hard not to bore you right now, but I do want to talk about cell records 

for a sec, because I want to know whether the State used the call records accurately, and 

fairly at Adnan’s trial. Do the records really corroborate Jay’s story? You might have seen 

some recent reports about how cell phone evidence isn’t as reliable as it was once cracked 

up to be. The Washington Post ran a story in June, for instance, with the headline, “Experts 

Say Law Enforcement’s Use of Cell Phone Records Can Be Inaccurate.” Federal courts in 

Oregon and Illinois have ruled cell phone evidence inadmissible. The problems arise when 

you’re trying to say, “I can prove you were at such and such at such and such a time because 

of the cell tower your phone pinged.” You can’t do that with certainty, because of the way 

cell towers get activated, and how much territory they cover. In fact, these kind of records 

are mostly useful as a way to say where someone wasn’t rather than where he or she was. 

Like if a call pings a tower in downtown Baltimore, I’m going to be pretty confident that 
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you’re not making that call from Annapolis, or D.C., or Patapsco State Park. 

 

As far as I know, Adnan’s case was the first in Maryland to use cell tower technology as 

evidence. It was a new thing. Because I am technologically speaking, a moron, I asked Dana 

to find out “did the cell expert who testified at trial present the technology accurately in a 

way that still holds up?” So Dana sent this gripping testimony to two different engineering 

professors, one at Purdue, and one at Stanford University. And they both said “yes, the way 

the science is explained in here is right.” And the way that the State’s expert, a guy named 

Abraham Waranowitz tested these cell sites, by just going around to different spots and 

dialing a number, and noting the tower it pinged, that’s legit. That is not junk science. 

 

But that’s a different question from, “does the science he’s explaining here, actually support 

the State’s case? Did the prosecution deploy that science fairly?” That’s a more complicated 

question with a more complicated answer. Waranowitz, the cell expert, and prosecutor Casey 

Murphy, did the site tests together. She took him around to various locations connected to 

Jay’s story. Dana explained it to me. 

 

     Dana 

     They went to the spots that matter the most in the story of the crime. 

 

     Sarah Koenig 

     Okay. 

 

     Dana Chivvis 

     So places like Jenn’s house, the Best Buy, Leakin Park where Hae was buried. Those 

places that are really important. 

 

     Sarah Koenig 

     Okay. 

 

     Dana Chivvis 

     Cathy’s apartment. So they do fourteen of those, right? 
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     Sarah Koenig 

     Okay. 

 

     Dana Chivvis 

     They go out on this day in October and they do fourteen of them. Do you know how many 

they brought up at trial? 

 

     Sarah Koenig 

     No. 

 

     Dana Chivvis 

     They ask the cell phone expert about four of them. 

 

     Sarah Koenig 

     You’re kidding. Really? 

 

     Dana Chivvis 

     Four of them. 

 

     Sarah Koenig 

     Four of them. Because the rest of them, didn’t really help their argument. Which is their 

prerogative. Their job is to put on the strongest possible case, but of the four site tests they 

do talk about, one is a test Waranowitz does in a place called Gelston Park, which I’m not 

even going to explain because it’s basically irrelevant to our story. The other three places, 

these all happen, in Jay’s narrative, after six p.m. After Jay had picked Adnan up from track. 

 

     Dana Chivvis 

     Sort of from 12:07 until 6:07, that window of time is where Jay’s story doesn’t line up 

with the cell phone records. And the timeline he’s giving is not lining up with the times of 

the cell phone calls. 

 

     Sarah Koenig 

     So the towers, the times, and Jay’s story are not matching-- 
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     Dana Chivvis 

     Right. 

 

     Sarah Koenig 

     --anywhere in that basically six hour period. 

 

     Dana Chivvis 

     Right. Yeah. 

 

Sarah Koenig 

Which, this is sort of what Dana and I had experienced on our drive that day, that it wasn’t 

plotting out. Just a word about the cell tower testimony. It took two days and it was sort of 

a mess. Adnan’s defense attorney, Cristina Gutierrez claims she didn’t have all the cell 

record evidence, she didn’t have the cell tower map, she tries to get Waranowitz’s testimony 

thrown out, the judge nearly agrees with her, then prosecutor Kevin Urick ends up asking 

for a mistrial, which isn’t granted, and all this might sound like exciting courtroom fireworks, 

but it just-- I can’t stress enough how tedious must have been for the jury. And also possibly 

confusing. Waranowitz is actually a young guy. On the stand he looks kinda like George 

Stephanopoulos, except tired and fearful. Here’s one of the more lively moments of his 

testimony. Prosecutor Kevin Urick talks first. 

 

     Prosecutor Kevin Urick 

     What, if any, effect does the brands of cell phone’s have on the functioning of the AT&T 

wireless network? 

 

     Cristina Gutierrez 

     Objection! 

 

     Judge 

     Over ruled. If you know. 

 

     Abraham Waranowitz 
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     Depends on the quality of the phone. 

 

     Prosecutor Kevin Urick 

     How might that affect it? 

 

     Cristina Gutierrez 

     Objection! 

 

     Judge 

     Overruled, and again, if you know. 

 

     Abraham Waranowitz 

     Poor performance. 

 

     Prosecutor Kevin Urick 

     How so? 

 

     Cristina Gutierrez 

     Objection. 

 

     Judge 

     At this point, I’m going to sustain and Mr. Urick unless you are prepared to lay a 

foundation-- 

 

Sarah Koenig 

Seriously. Most if it is more boring than that. Which is why I made Dana read it all, so I 

didn’t have to. She explained that the cell tower tests the prosecution did bring up at trial, 

the ones after six p.m., the first one was about a site near Cathy’s apartment. Remember 

that’s the call Adnan gets at Cathy’s when Officer Adcock calls asking if he’s seen Hae. 

Waranowitz says that one worked, that 6:24pm call is a winner. It matches the cell tower, it 

matches the call log, and it matches Jay’s story, Adnan’s story, and Cathy’s story, too. It 

puts Jay and Adnan together at a certain place at a certain time. The question is, what happens 

after that? Jay says, after the Adcock call, they left Cathy’s and that’s when they went to 
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bury Hae in Leakin Park. Then, they ditched her car out of Edmondson Avenue and then 

they headed back toward Westview Mall, where they threw evidence into the dumpsters. 

And if you map the cell towers that ping between 6:24pm and, say, 8:05, if you imagine each 

tower lighting up, they do illuminate this trail. They support the locations in Jay’s story. 

Waranowitz confirms this with riveting testimony that sounds like this. 

 

     Abraham Waranowitz 

     Yes. 

 

Sarah Koenig 

The most incriminating stop on their route that night is, of course, Leakin Park. There were 

two incoming calls, one at 7:09 and one at 7:16, that hit a tower at the northwest end of the 

park. I asked Dana, since the range of that Leakin Park tower reaches beyond just the territory 

of the park, could they have been someplace else besides digging a grave in the actual park? 

 

     Sarah Koenig 

     Could you have been at someone’s house or something? 

 

     Dana Chivvis 

     Um, it’s possible you could have been here, which-like- this is I think Patrick’s house? 

One of his addresses. 

 

     Sarah Koenig 

     Oh, okay. 

 

     Dana Chivvis 

     For instance. Ummm or you could have been at - these are strips. Like maybe you could 

have been there. 

 

     Sarah Koenig 

     Um-hmm, okay. 

 

     Dana Chivvis 
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     I think they were probably in Leakin Park. 

 

     Sarah Koenig 

     Okay. 

 

     Dana Chivvis 

     Because he, it’s just, I don’t think, I that the the amount of luck you would have to have 

to make up a story like that and then have the cell phone records corroborate the key points. 

I just don’t think that that’s possible. 

 

     Sarah Koenig 

     Isn’t that sort of tantamount to saying, I think they were in Lea - I think Jay is telling the 

truth? 

 

     Dana Chivvis 

     I’m saying I think the cell phone was in Leakin Park. 

 

Sarah Koenig 

Right. That looks pretty bad for Adnan. Because, even though the cell towers can’t say who 

is with the phone or who was making the call, Adnan himself says he’s pretty sure he was 

with his phone at that time after track. Again, his memory is vague, it’s full of I probably 

would haves. But he says that from what he can remember of the evening, after he got the 

call from Officer Adcock, he remembers dropping Jay off at some point and then he says he 

would have gone to the mosque for prayers. It was Ramadan. He doesn’t say he lent his 

phone out or his car to Jay or anyone else that evening. So, according to Adnan, he was with 

the phone and twice that night, the phone pinged the tower near Leakin Park. So, bad for 

Adnan. 

 

On the other hand, the call records also undermined what Jay tells the cops about that same 

trip to Leakin Park. The Adcock call at Cathy’s ends at about 6:29pm, the Leakin Park calls 

are 40 minutes later. But Jay says after the Adcock call, he and Adnan left Cathy’s and then 

they do a bunch of different things: they drive to Jay’s house for shovels, then to I-70 Park 

& Ride for Hae’s car, then Jay goes to McDonald’s back by school to wait for Adnan, says 
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he’s there waiting for about 20 minutes, then they drive all around for awhile back over to 

Patapsco, then up Dogwood, to Security, before they finally get to Leakin Park. All that, 

what I just described? That takes an hour and twenty minutes. Twice as long as, in other 

words, than the call log accounts for. 

 

I’m not trying to be petty here. I don’t think we should hold Jay to some crystal clear 

timeline. How could he possibly remember each twist and turn and phone call from that day, 

six weeks later? 

 

However, if the state is saying Adnan Syed is guilty because we have this witness and his 

story is backed up by cell records, well, what I see is, you have this witness but his story has 

shifted, rather significantly over time and you have these call records, but I don’t think 

they’re as iron-clad as you’re making them out to be. Because, for the most part, they don’t 

exactly align with your witness’s narrative. There are key moments when they do support 

his version of that night. But what about the rest of the day? 

 

     Adnan Syed 

     You know, it’s like it’s so unfair to me, because it’s like , it never, the the the the the 

umm the etched-in-stone-ness of the phone records, it never goes in my way. It’s just 

whenever it’s true of what the prosecutor is saying, it’s like, you know the the phone’s a 

tablet, whenever something I’m saying is like the Holy Grail, ‘oh we don’t know where it 

is,’ ‘we’re not sure,’ ‘does it really exist’ floats away. But that’s not cool though, because 

now what you’re saying is that you can use the cell phone records when it benefits me… 

 

Sarah Koenig 

That was the 30 minutes cut off. Adnan called back. 

 

     Adnan Syed 

     Yeah, I got cut off on a big rant. But, uh, yeah, no (Sarah laughing) but to finish up real 

quick... 

 

Sarah Koenig 

The rant went on. Of all the calls, the 2:36 call is the most troublesome to Adnan. It’s the 
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one he probably thinks about the most. Because that’s the call that starts the whole chain. 

And he also thinks about it because he says he has an alibi for that time, the Asia letters, 

where she says she saw him in the library. 

Here’s a weird thing about the 2:36 call, the prosecutors are very clear at trial that this is the 

‘come and get me, I’m at Best Buy’ call. But they’re not basing it on anyone’s testimony. 

Jay never says the call was at that time. In fact, he says repeatedly that Adnan called him 

around 3:40 or 3:45. Jenn also says that’s about when Jay left her house that day. But there 

is no incoming call at or near 3:45 on the call log. So, the prosecution has to go with 2:36 

because it’s the only one that sort of lines Jay’s story up with the log. It’s their only choice. 

 

When you tease apart the State’s case, you can get tripped up on details like this. Which is 

maybe why prosecutor, Kevin Urick, addressed this head on in his opening statement to the 

jury. He told them, “look at the big picture.” The main plot points in Jay’s story have been 

consistent. He tells them that consistently, Jay “has always given the same story about what 

the defendant did where. Consistently, he tells Jennifer a consistent story, he tells police a 

consistent story about the defendant, he tells consistently the defendant’s involvement, the 

defendant’s actions on that day. He has never wavered on that point.” 

 

That is a lot of "consistently"-s and while, maybe it’s not great oratory, it does have the 

advantage of being true. In Jay’s statements, while the particulars shifted, the spine of his 

story did not. Adnan told Jay he was going to do it, Adnan showed him the body, they buried 

her in Leakin Park, they ditched her car. Jay has been consistent on those points. It’s funny, 

there’s this part of the trial that keeps coming back to me. It’s when Cristina Gutierrez is 

cross-examining Jay, she’s pointing out that he lied to detectives about various things, 

including the location where he says Adnan showed him Hae’s body in the trunk of the car. 

 

     Cristina Gutierrez 

     Well what you told them and your act of showing them that place, those were lies, weren’t 

they? 

 

     Jay 

     They were not the truth, no. 
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     Cristina Gutierrez 

     They weren’t the truth. What is the opposite of the truth? 

 

     Prosecutor Kevin Urick 

     Objection 

 

     Judge 

     Sustained 

 

     Cristina Gutierrez 

     You told them something that was not the truth. 

 

     Jay 

     No, I told them the truth. 

 

     Cristina Gutierrez 

     And then you backed… let me finish 

 

     Jay 

     I’m sorry. 

 

     Cristina Gutierrez 

     And then you backed it up, showing them a place that was not the truth, correct? 

 

     Jay 

     I told them the truth, I did not show them a location that was true, no. 

 

Sarah Koenig 

He says, ‘I told them the truth, I did not show them a location that was true.’ As oxymoronic 

as it sounds, I think I see what he is saying. Yes, I told some lies, but I told the truth. Overall, 

I told the truth. There are parts of Jay’s story that make no sense, where it seems like there 

must have been more going on than he’s saying. But here’s what’s also the truth, you can 

say the same thing about Adnan’s story too. Next time, on Serial. 
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8.6 Anexo 6 

 

Episode 6: The Case Against Adnan Syed / El caso en contra de Adnan Syed 

 

Automated voice 

This is a Global-Tel link prepaid call from Adnan Syed an inmate at a Maryland 

Correctional facility… 

Sarah Koenig 

From This American Life and WBEZ Chicago it’s Serial. One story told week by week. I’m 

Sarah Koenig.  

The most incriminating piece of physical evidence against Adnan Syed was a fingerprint, or 

rather, a palm print. On a map. It was one of those big map books you buy at a gas station, 

police found it in the backseat of Hae’s car. On the back cover was a partial print of Adnan’s 

left palm. One page was ripped out from the map. At trial they pointed out that it was the 

page that showed Leakin Park. The defense argued, ‘well, you can’t put a timestamp on 

fingerprints, they could’ve been six week-old fingerprints or six month-old fingerprints, 

there’s no way to tell.’ And Adnan had ridden in and driven Hae’s car many times, all their 

friends said so. The ripped out page showed a whole lot more than just Leakin Park. In fact, 

it showed their whole neighborhood, the school, the malls, probably ninety percent of where 

they most often drove. And that page didn’t have Adnan’s prints on it. His palm print was 

only on the back cover of the book. Plus, thirteen other, unidentified prints turned up on and 

in the map book. None of them matched Adnan, or Jay. So, the prints weren’t exactly 

conclusive. 

Over the past few weeks, I’ve been holding up bits of evidence here and there that look bad 

for Adnan. Today, I’m just going to lay out the rest. Everything else that a person could 

reasonably add to the ‘Adnan is guilty’ side of the scale. Everything that the state had that I 
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know about. Some of these I have mentioned before but, let’s just hang them all up, side-by-

side, and see what they look like.  

First off, there’s a question of whether Adnan asked Hae for a ride that day after school. Was 

he looking for an excuse to get in her car, so he could kill her. Office Adcock testified that 

the day she disappeared, Adnan told him he’d asked her for a ride. Adnan then later told a 

different cop he didn’t ask for a ride. Then, you know how Adnan says he can’t remember 

much at all about the day Hae went missing? How it was just a normal day to him, nothing 

much stands out? I’ve wondered about that. The normalness of the day, because, wouldn’t 

the call from Officer Adcock asking, whether he’s seen Hae just in and of itself, wouldn’t 

that call make it a not normal day? 

 

Sarah Koenig 

Something pretty unusual did happen to you that day. Which was… 

Adnan Syed 

Oh like the police, the police call... 

Sarah Koenig 

The police call! [Calling to] say, “do you know where Hae Lee is?”, right? 

Adnan Syed 

Oh no, uh, I do remember that phone call and I do remember being high at the time 

because the craziest thing is to be high and have the police call your phone. I’ll never 

forget that.  

Sarah Koenig 

I guess that’s the only thing about the day that seems weird to me that you wouldn’t 

then, that the day wouldn’t then come into focus for you because you’d gotten this 
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call from the cops and you know, you, you were high, you were young, you know, 

it’s a - it’s a scary call to get or just a just a jarring call to get. 

Adnan Syed 

At, I mean, at the time, the only thing I really  associated with that call was that man 

uh, you know Hae’s gonna be in a lot of trouble when she gets home.  If the police 

are at her house, you know, if her mother, actually, you know for, for whatever 

reason, if she didn’t, you know she didn’t go home or she went somewhere else. In 

no way did I associate this call with being, you know, umm the beginning of you 

know, of this whole horrible thing. It’s not, in no way is this like you know 

foreshadowing, I don’t know if that’s the right word, what’s, what’s we know, what’s 

to come.  

Sarah Koenig 

Mmm-hmm. 

Adnan Syed 

So, to me, all this call was, Hae’s going to get in a lot you trouble, you know, her 

mother is going to be pissed when she comes home, right.  

Sarah Koenig 

To be fair to Adnan, if this really was his reaction, then he wasn’t the only one. The 

seriousness of Hae’s disappearance didn’t start sinking in with her friends for a while. School 

was cancelled on January 14th and 15th because of the ice storm, then the weekend 

came.Then Monday was Martin Luther King Day, so the kids didn’t all reconvene at school 

until the following Tuesday. All of Hae’s friends I spoke to said they initially thought Hae 

had either run off someplace with her new boyfriend Don or, this was another rumor that a 

lot of people talked about at the time, that she’d run off to California. Friends said she talked 

about that sometimes, that her dad, or maybe it was her step dad, was in California, and she 

wanted to go there. They told the cops the same thing.  
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Next, the night before Hae disappeared, Adnan called her house three times. Seems like the 

only time they actually spoke was the third call, at 12:35am. That’s when Adnan says he was 

probably calling to give her his new cell phone number, and she does write it in her diary. 

Here’s something that makes me pause though. If you look at his cell records from that day 

forward, neither Hae’s home number nor her pager shows up again, which suggests he never 

tried to contact her after she went missing. They were supposedly such good friends. Hae’s 

friend Aisha said that she was paging her like crazy.  

Did you ever try to page her and just be like, you know, see if you could find her, 

raise her, see if you could get a response from her? 

Adnan Syed 

Well, I know that we would always, I-I can’t remember if I did page her or not but, 

we would always talk about it at school. I would always like get my information first 

hand from like Aisha who would usually be in contact with obvi-, if I can remember 

she was like in contact with Hae’s family. So it was kind of like I would always, if 

not Aisha or Krista or or or it I mean  it wasn’t like I was just sittin’ around, like not 

even thinking about her. You know, not paging her or whatever, but I used to always 

get my information from them first hand, you know, it-it’s not it- I don’t remember 

if I ever paged her or not.  

Sarah Koenig 

You know, it just seems that, I know Krista was trying to page her, I know Aisha was 

trying to page her, during this time to just be like ‘where are you, where are you, 

where are you?’ And I was wondering if you had- were in the group of like ‘where 

are you?’  

Adnan Syed 

 (long pause) 

 What, are you asking me a question? 
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Sarah Koenig 

I don’t know. I’m just explaining why I’m asking, I’m explaining why I’m asking 

the question, is that it seems like your relationship you had with her, you would have 

been one of those people saying, ‘hey, hey, hey like give a holler, where are you 

okay, we’re all worried about you.’ 

Adnan Syed 

No! It does not mean I’m not right alongside with them. It’s not like they’re in a hole, 

I mean, we’re all seeing each other everyday, we’re talking about it. It’s not like you 

know, it’s not like I’m just sitting there like whenever Hae comes up in a conversation 

I’m leaving, going to another side of the classroom or something like that. I mean, 

I’m just as involved as they are, yeah so, I mean, I don’t, you know.  

Sarah Koenig 

Then, there are some stray things. That, eh, I don’t know what they mean. Or if they 

mean much of anything. But I’m going to tell you about them in case. A note came 

up at trial. After Hae and Adnan broke up, in early November, Hae had written Adnan 

a frustrated letter… “I’m really getting annoyed that this situation is going the way 

it is” she wrote, “you know, people break up all the time. Your life is not going to 

end. You’ll move on and I’ll move on. But apparently you don’t respect me enough 

to accept my decision.” End quote.  

Aisha Pittman read this note at trial, Hae was her best friend. Adnan had shown Aisha 

the letter, apparently in health class. And they had written notes to each other on the 

back. Aisha in pencil, Adnan in pen. They were joking, making fun of Hae, making 

fun of themselves, it’s all just silliness. But then, at the top of the page it says, “I’m 

going to kill.” In pen. I talked to Aisha about it.  

Sarah Koenig 
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And, I mean, did you take any of that as, as um, menacing or anything? Or was it just 

like part of the joking of the note? The note just seems like you guys are just messing 

around. 

Aisha Pittman 

So that wasn’t on the note when I was writing with it. So for, to see it later, it was 

one of those things where it’s like, that’s weird to see that but, I don’t know when 

that would have been written or what the-- 

Sarah Koenig 

Oh, that wasn’t part of the conversation.  

Aisha Pittman 

--no, cause I remember, like, once you showed-- read through it, it’s like on it, it was 

our conversation on letterhead, and then at the top of it was kind of out of context? 

Sarah Koenig 

Okay. Did you take it to mean anything? I mean, did you take it to be meaningful, I 

guess. 

Aisha Pittman 

I don’t-- no, because when I am first seeing that part of it, it was sitting in court 

having to read the rest of the letter.  

Sarah Koenig 

Police had found the note when they searched Adnan’s house. But, who knows about that 

one, right? Seems like a detail you’d find in a cheesey detective novel. The other one I’m 

not sure about it is this kind of stray report in the police file. A guy named Dave had called 

the cops and said, “My daughter just heard something about a dead body.” Dave told the 
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cops, “It was the neighbor boy who mentioned it.” Dave names the neighbor boy but, I’m 

just going to call him The Neighbor Boy. Here’s Dave… 

Dave 

I just remember he had told my daughter he had seen uh a the body of a girl in the 

back of some-- in the trunk of some vehicle. And, it seemed to me that it was he said 

it was like and oriental girl or something but that’s that’s all I remember. Yeah, that’s 

all I know about it, yeah.  

Sarah Koenig 

Did he tell it to you, or just to your daughter? 

Dave 

To my daughter, he didn’t tell it to me.  

Sarah Koenig 

Dave gave me his daughter’s number, I went to see her right away. Her name is Laura, here’s 

what she remembered about what The Neighbor Boy told her that day. 

 Laura 

He was, he was, with a friend and the friend said something like, ‘look what I have’ 

and he popped the trunk and that’s what he saw.  

Sarah Koenig 

Did he seem upset or..? 

Laura 

He seemed disturbed. More like a ‘wow, I can’t believe what I just saw.’ Kinda 

almost like he was maybe getting something off his chest, that type of thing.  
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Sarah Koenig 

I asked Laura, did The Neighbor Boy tell you the name of this friend that showed him the 

body? 

Laura 

I think the guy’s name was maybe Adnan? 

Sarah Koenig 

Really? 

Laura 

Mm-hmm 

Sarah Koenig 

Hm. So this guy said, ‘my friend Adnan showed me the body of a girl in the back of 

a car?’ 

Laura 

Umm-hmm. Yes.  

Sarah Koenig 

Do you think he was telling the truth? 

Laura 

Yes. 

 Sarah Koenig 
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Laura didn’t go to Woodlawn. She didn’t know Adnan, she’d known The Neighbor Boy 

since they were little, they were friendly. Laura said she never spoke to police about this, 

they never questioned her. So this sounds really really bad, right? That there was another 

witness, besides Jay, who saw Hae’s body, who saw Adnan with Hae’s body. That’s huge. 

But, I called The Neighbor Boy that same night, he is now somebody else’s neighbor and 

he’s a man. He was affable and patient and he wholly denied this episode. He was pretty 

convincing. He said quote, “the only dead body I’ve seen was on TV. God’s honest truth. 

Except for my great-grandmother. She died when I was like nine.” The Neighbor Man said 

that he wasn’t friends with Adnan. He was friends with Jay though, they smoked weed 

together. I suggested maybe Jay told him this story and he kind of appropriated it and told it 

to the neighbor girl to freak her out. And he said, no way quote, “I wouldn’t kid around about 

something like that.” The man told me the cops came to see him in ‘99 and he told them the 

same thing, that he didn’t know anything and he wrote out a statement to the same effect to 

a private investigator who was working for the defense in Adnan’s case, I’ve read it. 

 This is what’s weird. That original police report about Dave and his daughter Laura, it’s 

dated April 28th. By that time, Adnan had already been in jail for nearly two months. But 

Laura was under the impression that what happened to her neighbor had just happened. She 

told her dad right away, and he called the cops right away. And, I talked to friends of Jay’s 

who also knew The Neighbor Boy, and they said, “oh that guy?” They gave the impression 

The Neighbor Boy was a bit of a gossip. A guy untalented at keeping secrets. Which, could 

play either way I guess. But they meant it like, “nobody would tell him anything they wanted 

to stay quiet.” 

The Neighbor Boy never shows up at trial. He is never mentioned. So, I let it go. But, you 

know, it is weird. And if Laura’s story is true, then there’s another witness to this murder. 

It’s one of the things about this case that kind of bobs above the water for me, like a 

disturbing buoy.  

Then, there’s Cathy, that is not her real name, and we have changed her voice, but I’m calling 

her Cathy. I’ve mentioned her before. She saw Adnan and Jay, together, acting suspiciously, 

the word she uses is shady, at a critical time that evening of the 13th, the day Hae 

disappeared. If you go by Jay’s story, he brought Adnan to Cathy’s apartment after he picked 

Adnan up from track practice. So, after Hae had been killed, but before they went to bury 
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her body. It was about six o’clock at night. And they all three, Adnan, Jay, and Cathy, 

acknowledge being together at the apartment, there’s no dispute about that.  

Cathy was a close friend of Jenn’s, they were sorority sisters. She knew Jay a little bit, but 

only through Jenn. She didn’t know Adnan at all. So, here was an acquaintance, Jay, and a 

stranger, who suddenly show up at her door. Cathy remembers that night pretty clearly, her 

boyfriend Jeff was there at the apartment too. 

 Cathy (Voice Modulated) 

--and I was kinda surprised and a little confused because he didn’t call me unless he 

was with Jenn and nobody had called to say “hey are you guys home? Do you guys 

want to hang out?” Nothing like that. So it was a little strange that he would just pop 

up at the door. I remember him being like, “do you want to smoke? Do you wanna 

hang out?” And I remember being like, “well hang on a second,” and asking Jeff if 

he wanted to-- “Jay’s at the door!” Jeff was like, “for what?” “Well he wants to hang 

out.” And Jeff was like, “that’s cool.” So Jay came in and he introduced his friend, I 

don’t think he introduced him by name, I think he was just like, “this is a friend of 

mine.” 

Sarah Koenig 

Cathy remembers Jay sat over by the table and Adnan settled on the floor on some big 

cushions that were there, and didn’t speak. 

Cathy 

I remember the guy wasn’t doing a whole lot of talking, he was just kinda like 

slumped over amidst all my cushions, and I thought it was really kinda strange, “who 

is this guy?” you know? Who is this guy? 

Sarah Koenig 

When I first heard about Cathy’s statement and her testimony, it didn’t seem like a big deal 

to me. This is a girl who says some kid she didn’t know who was high was acting strangely 
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in her living room. I’ve been that girl for Christ sakes. Having to deal with some stoned 

friend of a friend on the living room floor. And I’ve probably been that wierd guy on the 

floor at least once. But, listening to Cathy tell it, all these years later, the way it stuck with 

her, how she describes the whole night as just feeling wrong, that also made it stick with me. 

Cathy thought Jay was acting odd as well. She knew him as this super laid back stoner guy, 

like Shaggy from Scooby-Doo. But now he was being conspicuously chatty. 

Cathy 

“How was your day?” “What’s going on?” Kinda-- dominated the conversation 

really. 

Sarah Koenig 

She says that while Jay and Adnan were there, Jenn called the apartment. Or maybe it was 

she that called Jenn, she can’t remember now. But she does remember talking to Jenn and 

saying, “Jay’s here with some kid who’s practically passed out on the cushions.” And Jenn 

thought that was curious, like, “what’s Jay doing there?” She told Cathy that Jay had been 

acting weird earlier in the day too. The story Cathy is telling is pretty close to what she told 

the cops during the investigation. Detective MacGillivary interviewed Cathy in March of 

‘99, after Adnan had been arrested. She told him back then, she remembered Adnan saying 

only one thing to the group: “how do I get rid of a high?”  

Cathy 

--and he asked “how do I get rid of a high? I have to meet someone or do something 

and it’s really important.” And I was like, “you just have to let it-- just have to let it 

go.” 

Detective MacGillivary 

Do you have any idea where he was going to go? Who he was going to meet? 

Cathy 
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No, he didn’t-- I’m not clear whether I remembered him saying “I have to go talk to 

someone” or “I have to go meet someone” or “I have to go do something.” I’m not 

sure he-- I remember him expressing it was really important what he had to go do. 

He didn’t specify what. 

Detective MacGillivary 

Okay. 

Sarah Koenig 

There are three incoming calls on the call log that ping towers near Cathy’s house. 6:07, 

6:09, and 6:24 p.m. That’s the longest one, for a little more than four minutes. We don’t 

know for sure who they’re from, but Officer Adcock testifies that he calls around this time 

and he thinks the 6:24 call was probably him. And Hae’s brother, Young, also calls Adnan 

around this time, looking for his sister. We don’t know who the third call is from. Cathy 

definitely remembers Adnan getting one phone call while he was at her apartment. She says, 

they’re sitting around talking, when one of Cathy’s favorite shows is on the TV, Judge Judy. 

Cathy 

The phone rings and he hadn’t said anything the whole time he had been there, so 

when he answers the phone, and he’s saying “what am I going to do? What am I 

gonna say? They’re gonna come talk to me. What am I supposed to say?” And I 

remember him sounding very worried-- concerned. This was-- whatever was 

happening was not good on the other line. I remember being like, “wow, I wonder 

what he’s going--” eavesdropping basically! Wondering what was going on. Not too 

long after he hung up the phone, he left. Just bust out the door, left. 

Sarah Koenig 

Jay follows Adnan out, leaves his hat and smokes behind, Cathy says. They go downstairs 

and then, she says, they get in a car and just sit there in the car for a while. 

Cathy 
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And so now they’re outside in a car and I remember going to the window, “what are 

they doing? Jeff, they’re in the car, they’re just sitting there. What the hell is going 

on?” Just finding the whole situation super odd, super strange. And Jeff, he just didn’t 

give a shit about anything. “Eh, it doesn’t matter, who cares? You know?” I just 

remember being like, “what is going on?” 

Sarah Koenig 

Was it--you’d never met the other guy before, Adnan, right? So you didn’t know 

what was normal behavior for him? 

Cathy 

 --clearly it was not normal behavior for anybody. That was just-- regardless of 

whether you know him or not. Clearly you could tell something was going on, 

something was going on [that] wasn’t good, and yeah, it was just strange behavior 

for anybody. I think that’s been the one thing I’ve always remembered. Like how he 

said it, how he looked, when he said it. He’s definitely panicked. He’s definitely 

worried and I could imagine if I was in a position that’s what I would’ve been saying 

on the phone to my best friend. You know, “my god, what am I gonna do? They’re 

gonna come talk to me. What am I supposed to say?” You know, trying to come up 

with some story quickly. 

Sarah Koenig 

Many hours later, at the end of the night, Jay came back to Cathy’s again, without Adnan, 

but this time Jenn was with him. 

 

Cathy 

I remember being like, “so, what the fuck?” And I remember kind of them both being 

like, “oh, it’s nothing.” You know, kinda smoothing it over I think a little bit. It was 

kinda like, “oh it’s no big deal,” that kinda thing, but you could definitely tell it was 

a big deal and whatever was going on was kind of a secret or-- because Jenn and I 
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were best friends, I mean we talked about everything. We were-- we didn’t do 

anything without talking about it. I knew what she was wearing in the morning. I 

knew where she was going at night. I knew who she talked to on the phone. So it was 

a little strange that when I said, “so what happened?” I didn’t get a full account. 

Sarah Koenig 

The next time I talked to Adnan, I told him how Cathy still remembered all this stuff, how 

shady the whole scene was for her. And he said that on a bunch of levels, what Cathy had to 

say didn’t hold much water with him. First of all, if someone had called him to warn him the 

police were about to call, why would he then answer the phone when the police called? 

Adnan Syed 

I mean, if I was expecting the police to call me I probably wouldn’t have answered 

my phone then. I could have just turned the phone off or something-- 

Sarah Koenig 

That’s a good point. 

Adnan Syed 

--it’s common sense that, that if we’re going with this scenario that if I’m trying to 

avoid the police, then I wouldn’t pick up the phone and engage them in a 

conversation. 

Sarah Koenig 

Well, but there’s also the other thing where you’re just like acting normal, everything 

is nor-- “Sure! Hi! Yeah, yeah I don’t know. I saw her after school. I dunno.” You 

know? Where you try to just play it cool.  

Adnan Syed 

But then it still leaves us with the third person. This third individual-- 
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Sarah Koenig 

Right. 

Adnan Syed 

--I mean this would seem to make more sense to have this conversation with Jay, but 

she clearly says, from what you just said, that I was not talking to Jay, I was talking 

to someone on the phone.  

Sarah Koenig 

Right. 

Right. Her story would imply a third man, a co-conspirator. Someone Adnan would be on 

the phone with who clearly knew about the murder. So, who would this third caller be? 

Adnan Syed  

So now who was this third person on the phone? So, at some point, her memory 

either benefits me or it doesn’t benefit me. 

Sarah Koenig 

I mean it’s-, that’s a hard one. Her testimony does not look good for you, you know. 

Because she’s not really connected to Jay, she’s not connected to you, you know 

she’s a little bit more objective I would say, and she really thought you were acting, 

very strangely. You know. So it didn’t-- it’s not good for you, what she has to say. 

(clears throat) 

Adnan Syed  

I mean- I mean, to be honest with you I’m listening to you but I kinda think that, it’s 

not good for me if a person believes the narrative of what Jay is saying. But, if you 

don’t believe the narrative of what Jay is saying, or if a person questions it, what does 

she say specifically that links me to Hae’s murder? You know, she didn’t say, she 
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didn’t say that she saw me with any type of equipment or materials or dirty clothes 

or disheveled or anything like that. Her--  

Sarah Koenig 

Well... 

Adnan Syed  

I mean, from what I gathered-- 

Sarah Koenig 

I don’t know… 

Adnan Syed  

I mean, certainly you know, there are some things I’mma yield, but I’m definitely 

not going to yield that, you know, if something that I feel really- all this is in the 

context of her believing, “okay, well maybe he did this or he’s charged with this then 

you know what now all this stuff uh makes sense or whatever. Which in and of itself 

may not have been that strange had I never been charged  with this. Like I seriously 

doubt she would have gave this a second thought had I never been charged with 

Hae’s murder.  

Sarah Koenig 

Maybe, maybe not.  

There’s a second person who puts Jay and Adnan together that night, and that’s Jenn. You 

know how last episode we talked about those two incoming Leakin Park calls on the call 

log? At 7:09 and 7:16? When Jay says that they were burying Hae? The ones where we think 

the cell phone really was in Leakin Park? Well, Jenn has a cameo in that scene, Jenn says 

she was one of those incoming calls. She says she called the cell phone around that time 

looking for Jay, but that Adnan picked up, he didn’t identify himself, but she assumed it was 

Adnan. Here’s from her police interview-- 
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Jenn Pusateri 

When I called them, um, Adnan answered the phone and said “Jay will call you back 

when you’re re--” when he’s ready for you to come and get him, or for you to come 

and meet him, or whatever. “Jay will call you when he’s ready.” And um, so that’s 

all like, he was very quick and very “bye” you know.  

Sarah Koenig 

If Jenn’s story is true, it does look an awful lot like Adnan was in Leakin Park that night, 

busy not handing the phone over to Jay. The second time Jenn puts them together that night 

is pretty soon after that, when she picks Jay up some time after eight o’clock. So, in Jay’s 

timeline, after they’ve already buried Hae. She says she’d arranged to meet him in the 

parking lot of Westview Mall, she says she saw them arrive in Adnan’s car.  

Jenn Pusateri 

And umm, Adnan said hi to me, he said ‘hey, what’s up girl?’ And I was like ‘hey, 

what’s up?’ And then we left the parking lot and that’s when Jay told me-- 

Detective 

With the exchange of words between you and Adnan, ‘hey, what’s up girl?’  How 

would you describe his mood at that time? 

Jenn Pusateri 

He seemed just like he normally seems.  

Sarah Koenig 

On the Adnan side, that detail has always stuck with me too. That Jenn says Adnan seemed 

so normal. She says neither his nor Jay’s clothes seemed mussed or dirty. Adnan doesn’t 

remember seeing Jenn at Westview Mall or, where he dropped off Jay that night. And Jay 
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doesn’t say he met Jenn at Westview Mall either. Matter of fact, Jay says, consistently, that 

Adnan dropped him off at home and then Jenn showed up at his house to get him. Jay stuck 

to that, even at trial, when it contradicted Jenn’s story.  

The thing about Jenn and Cathy though, is that even though they don’t look great for Adnan, 

they don’t actually contradict Adnan’s own account of that evening. Which, I think, is why 

he kind of shrugs them off. And why I’m sometimes tempted to shrug them off. Because 

Adnan has always admitted he was hanging out with Jay that night. So, so what if a couple 

of people saw them together? What does that prove? 

But, now we come to the big one, the one nobody can shrug off. This call, well, this is a bad 

metaphor but out of all the calls on the log, this is the one that I think of as the ‘smoking 

gun’ call. It’s the Nisha call. Think of it as a title, capitalized, The Nisha Call. Between noon 

and five pm that day, there are seven outgoing calls on the log, six of them are to people Jay 

knows, the seventh is to Nisha, someone only Adnan knew. Adnan’s story is that he and his 

cell phone were separated that day, from lunchtime all the way until after track at around 

five something. But The Nisha Call happens at 3:32pm. Smack in the middle of the 

afternoon. The prosecution makes much of this call at closing, and I can see why.  

In Jay’s second taped statement, granted, it’s the one where detectives are showing him the 

call records, Detective MacGillivary is asking Jay about all those afternoon calls on the log 

between three and four o’clock. Again, Jay says this is when they were driving all around 

Forest Park and Edmondson Avenue looking for weed.  

Detective MacGillivary 

 Did anybody else use the phone? 

 Jay 

Yeah. Umm,  Adnan, I can’t remember whether he received a call or placed a call, 

but I remember he was talking to a girl umm, I can’t remember her name. He put me 

on the phone with her for like three minutes, I said hello to her.  

Detective MacGillivary 
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 Where did she -uh- live? 

 Jay 

Uhh, Silver Spring.  

 

Detective MacGillivary 

 Do you recall her name? 

 Jay 

No. I don’t. 

Detective MacGillivary 

 Do you have any idea why Adnan would call, this individual, in Silver Spring, after 

he had just-- 

Jay 

No-- 

Detective MacGillivary 

 --strangled his girlfriend? 

Jay 

I don’t. And… uh I have no idea why he would call and their conversation didn’t 

pertain to anything that he had just done.  

Sarah Koenig 
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The cops went and talked to Nisha, she was a high school student. And she told them, ‘yeah, 

there was a time when I spoke to Adnan on his cell, and he put his friend Jay on the phone.’ 

Nisha testified at both trials. For a smoking gun, she is very cute, she looks like a chipmunk.  

 Prosecutor Kevin Urick 

 Good afternoon. 

 Nisha 

 Good afternoon to you too, sir.  

 Prosecutor Kevin Urick 

 Thank you. Do you know the defendant? 

Nisha 

 Yes I do.  

Sarah Koenig 

This is from trial number one.  

Nisha 

Ummm, it’s a little hard to recall, but I remember him telling me that Jay invite- 

invited him over to a video store that he worked at. And, he basically well Adnan 

walked in with his cell phone and then like- he told me to speak with Jay and I was 

like ‘okay’ cause Jay wanted to say hi so I said hi to Jay. And that’s all I can really 

recall.  

Prosecutor Kevin Urick 

 What time of day did that occur?  

Nisha 
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I would think towards the evening, but I can’t be exactly sure.  

Sarah Koenig 

The prosecutor, Kevin Urick, asks her, if this call, the 3:32 call on the log, could it be that 

same call where Adnan put Jay on the phone? And she says-- 

Nisha 

It could be, but I’m not sure.  

 

Sarah Koenig 

Jay did work at a porn video store. He worked mostly nights there, so it would make sense 

this call would have happened towards the evening. What doesn’t make sense, if Nisha is 

saying this call happened at the video store, is that Jay didn’t have that job yet on January 

13. As far as I could tell from Jay’s own testimony, and from the notes of a private 

investigator for the defense who interviewed the video store manager, Jay didn’t start 

working there until the very end of January. So listen to what happens at the second trial. I 

don’t have the tape, but I have the transcript. Urick asks Nisha, “now did there ever come a 

time when the defendant called you and put a person he identified as Jay on the line?” “Yes,” 

she say. “Please tell the ladies and gentlemen of the jury what that call consisted of.” Nisha 

starts to answer, “basically Jay had asked him to come to an adult video store that he worked 

at.” But then Urick interrupts her, he says, “no don’t-- tell us the content of the call.” Now 

if I had to guess, I’d say that the prosecutor is trying to get her to not mention the video store, 

because it contradicts their story. So, Nisha says, “okay. He just asked me how I was doing, 

et cetera,” then she goes on. She doesn’t mention the video store to Urick again. 

So, I’m not at all convinced this call, the 3:32 call on the 13th, that this was the call when 

Adnan put Jay on the phone with Nisha. But still, if Adnan is supposedly at school  during 

this time, and Jay is not talking to Nisha for two minutes and twenty-two seconds, then who 

the hell is calling Nisha? This is what Adnan can’t explain. I’ve asked him about it many 

times. He says Nisha’s number was entered into his phone on speed dial. You can see he 

calls her a lot on his cell. In fact, hers is the very first number he dials when the phone is 
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activated on the 12th. Adnan says that what he thinks must have happened is some 

combination of a butt dial and an answering machine. This is from one of our very first phone 

calls. 

Adnan Syed 

To me, the explanation to that is that-- for whatever reason he pushed the number, 

maybe he didn’t know it was on, and it picks up, because when the answering 

machine picks up a call, it bills it.  

Sarah Koenig 

But if she-- she says she testifies that her phone does not have an answering machine 

or voicemail on it. So who is picking up that call and talking for two and a half 

minutes or whatever it was? Two minutes and twenty-two seconds or some-- 

 

Adnan Syed 

 You sure she testified to that? 

Sarah Koenig 

I’m sure. 

Adnan Syed 

--cause I’m almost sure I remember-- I’m sure I remember her phone having an 

answering machine or voicemail, or something-- 

Sarah Koenig 

Hold up, hold up! Let me look, let me look, let me look. Hold on. 

I was right. Here’s from the first trial. Urick asked Nisha, “does your home phone have an 

answering machine?” 
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Prosecutor Kevin Urick 

Does your home phone have an answering machine? 

Nisha 

Not this phone number, no. 

Adnan Syed 

-- and I couldn’t really explain it, but I could say for sure, I was a thousand percent 

sure that the only time I ever put Jay on the phone with her would have been at the 

video store, and I absolutely was not in the car with him at that time, so whether it’s 

another way the phone activates or I can’t explain the billing of it but I for sure a 

thousand percent say I was not in the car with him at that time or did I have access 

to the phone at that time, because I was at school that day. 

 

Sarah Koenig 

Over the past year, I’ve swiveled the Rubik’s Cube of this case so many different ways. I’ve 

arranged and rearranged it to come up with alternate versions of how this day might have 

actually gone. And I can get pretty far in certain hypothetical directions. Maybe every time 

Jay say’s Adnan’s name in his story, maybe he’s really talking about someone else. A person 

we don’t know about, who Jay’s afraid of or he’s trying to protect. I mean, Jay’s got the car, 

Jay’s got the phone, all these calls are to his friends. And then I remember the Nisha call, 

and the whole thing crumbles. No way around it. The Nisha call is a big, fat problem for 

Adnan.   

Adnan says his biggest fear is not being believed. When he’s sure about something, he has 

a tendency to over explain, to inundate you with facts and information, and then 

corroboration for the facts and information. He doesn’t like this tendency in himself, but he 

says he can’t help it.  

Adnan Syed 
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Anyone who knows me will say I kinda go overboard to the point where people will 

be like, “alright man, we believe you.” It could be about anything, it could be about 

whether it rained yesterday, because in my mind it’s something-- it’s a personality 

quirk born of all this. I mean I really-- I don’t like to talk about things if I can prove-

- no matter how silly it is. 

Sarah Koenig 

He does it with anything. He’s a cook at the prison, and he said he got into a discussion with 

some guys recently about barbecue sauce. Adnan was saying if you don’t have molasses or 

brown sugar you can substitute pancake syrup, and the guys were like, “nah, no way.” And 

so at breakfast, Adnan made a little batch of barbecue sauce using pancake syrup. Nobody 

needs barbecue sauce at breakfast time, at the maximum security prison in Cumberland, 

Maryland. But he did it anyway. 

All these things that look bad for Adnan, everything that’s raised my suspicion, even stupid 

things, I’ve run every single one of them by him. I’ve got this thing in my head that I’ll catch 

him in a lie. Maybe just a tiny, meaningless lie, and that’s going to be his tell, and he’ll be 

caught. Adnan is smart, and clever, he knows that’s what’s going on when we talk, and so 

every time I call, he’s a little on guard. He’s not sure what’s coming at him. Because what if 

I ask him something he can’t prove, and then I don’t believe him? That notion, that people 

out there in the world, people he went to school with, who knew him, don’t believe him, that 

they can imagine he is capable of killing Hae, Adnan spent fifteen years thinking about that. 

And then trying not to think about that. 

Adnan Syed 

That’s kinda in my mind, like, “man, what was it about me--” and I’m fine with it 

now, it is what it is. When I was younger, I used to wonder about that a lot. Like, 

“golly, what was it about me that a person could think that--” it would be different if 

there was a video tape of me doing it, or if there was like-- Hae fought back and there 

was all this stuff of me, like DNA, like scratches, stuff like that, you know like 

someone saw me leaving with Hae that day. Like three people saw me leaving with 

her, or like she said, “yeah me and Adnan are going here,” like told five people, but 
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I mean just on the strength of me being arrested, I used to lose sleep about that. Like, 

what the heck was it about me you know what I mean, that people-- not just random 

people, people who knew me, had intimately knew Hae intimately, saw us on a daily 

basis.  Just boom. That used to really devastate me, kind of. You know what I’m 

saying? That used to just really, really just strike me to my core. And uh-- 

Sarah Koenig 

Just like, “what is it about me that would allow someone to even entertain the 

possibility that I could do this?” Is that the thing? 

Adnan Syed 

I mean when you really think about it, they didn’t just say that me and Hae got into 

a fight, boom and this happened. They saying that I plotted and planned and kept my 

true intentions hidden, I mean just some real devious, cruel, like Hitler type stuff. 

You know what I mean? Just some real some like cruel, cruel like inhuman type stuff. 

Like, “wow man!” you know what I mean? I obviously-- I’m not saying that I was a 

great person or anything, but I don’t think I ever displayed any tendencies like that-

- 

Sarah Koenig 

Right. 

 

Adnan Syed 

--where a person would think that you know-- I mean maybe, who knows, maybe if 

it would have happened to someone else, I would have believed it just because I 

naturally would have assumed that, well if the police got the right guy, they got him 

for the right reasons. They didn’t just get him because he was ex-boyfriends, so I 

mean maybe if the shoe’s on the other foot, I would be doing the same thing, but a-- 

Sarah Koenig 
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But you know what Adnan? The people who have told me that they think either they 

sort of after a long time came to the conclusion that you were guilty or that-- or kinda 

like, “I don’t know, maybe, I never really--” they all at some point in the conversation 

almost everybody has said, “well the Adnan I knew didn’t do it. Like the guy I knew, 

couldn’t have do it.” But maybe-- 

Adnan Syed 

What the hell does that even mean? I’m not like a different-- I wasn’t-- 

Sarah Koenig 

No, go ahead. 

Adnan Syed 

No, no, I’m sorry. I was just thinking-- I don’t even know what that means. 

Sarah Koenig 

So what they’re saying is, “maybe there was another guy in there that I just never-- 

knew.” You know? Like everybody has a deep, dark-- you know maybe-- 

 

Adnan Syed 

No! They don’t! No they-- not everyone has the ability to do something cruel and 

heinous like this. This isn’t like, you know, yell at the bank teller for-- yell at the 

waiter for getting the order wrong or something like that, because it’s not like they’re 

saying it was a crime of passion. They’re saying this was a plotted out-- 

Sarah Koenig 

No, I know. 

(Adnan and Sarah speaking on top of each other) 
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Adnan Syed 

It insults me to my core, man, you know what I mean? It used to. Not-- I don’t care 

now. You know what I’m saying-- 

Sarah Koenig 

So you don’t believe-- you’re not someone who believes that like everyone could in 

a-- like anyone could kill depending on the circumstances, like if they were-- 

Adnan Syed 

No, yeah like if your life was threatened! You know what I’m saying? Like if it was 

me or him. Or like if my kids are in danger. I don’t-- no, I completely don’t think 

that anyone or even the majority of people, you know, could stoop to, you know what 

I’m saying, to doing something like this.  Based on what? What did she ever do to 

me that would cause me to feel so angry at her. Everyone-- 

Sarah Koenig 

But-- 

Adnan Syed 

No, I’m sorry.  

Sarah Koenig 

No, no, I’m done. 

Adnan Syed 

I just interrupted you. Maybe I do care about this. I thought I didn’t care about this 

too much, but obviously I probably do.  

Sarah Koenig 
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How could you not? How could you not care about it?  

Adnan Syed 

Well, because, you know, it-you know, it kinda doesn’t really matter what people 

think, you know what I’m saying? It doesn’t uh- I shouldn’t care.  

Sarah Koenig 

I see many problems with the state’s case. But then, I see many problems with Adnan’s story 

too. And so I start to doubt him, I talk to him and talk to him, and I start to doubt my doubts. 

And then I worry that I’m a sucker that I don’t know. That’s the cycle. Once, about six 

months after we’d begun our phone calls, Adnan asked me, a little nervously, what’s your 

interest in this case, really? Why are you doing this? And so I explained all the interesting 

stuff I’d read, and the people I’d talked to blah, blah, blah. But I also told him really what 

really hooked me most, was him. Just trying to figure out, who is this person who says he 

didn’t kill this girl but is serving a life sentence for killing this girl.  

 Sarah Koenig 

My interest in it honestly has been you, like you’re a really nice guy. Like I like 

talking to you, you know, so then it’s kind of like this question of well, what does 

that mean? You know.  

Adnan Syed 

(Long Pause.) I just, yeah, oh, I mean, you don’t even really know me though uh 

Koenig. I’m, you don’t. I- I- maybe you do. Maybe, I don’t- we only talk on the 

phone, I don’t understand what you mean. I’m not- I mean, it’s-it’s-it’s just weird to 

hear you say that, because, I don’t even really know you-- 

Sarah Koenig 

But wait, are you saying you don’t think that I know you at all?! 

Adnan Syed 
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I mean for you to say that I’m a great person. I mean, like a nice person, then you 

know what I’m saying? That- I- I-don’t know I’ve only talked to you on the phone a 

few times. I don’t,  I mean I guess you investigated me back then.  

Sarah Koenig 

We had this conversation back in July. By then, we’d logged at least thirty hours on the 

phone. I’ve talked to Adnan way more than I’ve talked to a lot of people I think I know. 

People I consider friends. So I was confused by this. This is the closest thing to hostile Adnan 

has ever gotten with me.  

The next day, I came back to him about it.  

Sarah Koenig 

And so, I was a little bit like taken aback, and I still like I guess feel a little taken 

aback that like… what do you think I don’t know? About you.  

Adnan Syed 

To be honest with you, it kinda- I feel like I want to shoot myself, if I hear someone 

else say, I don’t think he did it cause you’re a nice guy, Adnan. So I guess kinda, you 

know, cause you wouldn’t know that, but I hear people say that to me over the years 

and it just drives me crazy. I would love someone to hear, I would to hear love 

someone to say, I don’t think that you did it because I looked at the case and it looks 

kind of flimsy. I would rather someone say, Adnan, I think you’re a jerk, you’re 

selfish, you know, you’re a crazy SOB, you should just stay in there for the rest of 

your life except that I looked at your case and it looks, you know, like a little off. 

You know like something’s not right.  

Sarah Koenig 

I understand this, being a nice guy doesn’t count as exculpatory evidence. And if I’m going 

to spend a year figuring out that he’s a nice guy, I might as well piss off. Point taken.  

Maybe, we need some experts on this job.  
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Next time, on Serial.  

Serial is produced by Julie Snyder, Dana Chivvis and me. Emily Condon is our production 

and operations manager. Ira Glass is our editorial advisor. Editing help this week from Chana 

Joffe-Walt and Joel Lovell. Fact checking by Karen Fragala-Smith. Our theme music is 

composed by Nick Thorburn, scoring music by Nick and by Mark Phillips who also mixed 

our show. Our website where you can listen to all our episodes and find photos, letters, and 

other documents from the case, and sign up for our weekly emails, SerialPodcast.org. 

Support for Serial comes from MailChimp, celebrating creativity, chaos, and teamwork since 

2001. MailChimp. Send better email. Serial is a production of This American Life and 

WBEZ Chicago. 

8.7 Anexo 7 

Tabla 1: Guía de estructura 

EPISODIO N: TITULO 

Personaje/Locución 

Transcripción 

  

8.8 Anexo 8  

 

Tabla 2: Guía de análisis de lenguaje radiofónico 

OBJETO 

DE 

ESTUDIO 

CAMPOS 

DE 

ANÁLISIS 

VARIABLES SUBVARIABLES COMPONENTES 

Episodio de 

la 

Lenguaje 

radiofónico 

Voz 

radiofónica 

Timbre Claro 

Áspero 
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temporada 

uno de Serial 

Oscuro 

Tono Grave 

Agudo 

Música Función expresiva   

Función 

descriptiva 

Función narrativa 

Efectos de 

sonido 

Función expresiva 

Función 

descriptiva 

Función narrativa 

Silencio Función expresiva 

Función 

descriptiva 

Función narrativa 
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8.9 Anexo 9 

Tabla 3: Guía de análisis de contenido/temático 

OBJETO DE 

ESTUDIO 

CAMPOS DE 

ANÁLISIS 

VARIABLES 

Episodio de la 

temporada uno de 

Serial 

Narrativa Título 

Espacio 

Tiempo 

Personajes 

Argumento 

 

8.10 Anexo 10 

 

Tabla 4: Matriz de consistencia cualitativa 

Problema de 

investigación  

Preguntas de 

investigación 

Objetivos1 Categorías Metodología 

Análisis del 

podcast Serial 

como principal 

exponente del 

podcasting 

narrativo  

Pregunta de 

investigación 

general 

 

¿Qué 

características 

definen al 

podcast Serial 

como el principal 

exponente del 

podcasting 

narrativo?  

Objetivo general 

 

Determinar las 

características del 

podcast Serial que 

lo catalogan como 

el principal 

exponente del 

podcast narrativo 

 

Categoría A: 

Lenguaje 

radiofónico 

 

 

 

Categoría B: 

Narrativa en el 

podcasting 

 

Paradigma 

Interpretativo 

 

Enfoque 

Cualitativo 

 

Diseño 

Estudio de casos 
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Técnicas de 

recolección de 

datos 

Análisis 

estructural 

Análisis del uso 

del lenguaje 

radiofónico 

Análisis de 

contenido  

 

Instrumentos 

Guía de estructura 

Guía del uso del 

lenguaje 

radiofónico 

Guía de contenido 

 

Preguntas de 

investigación 

específicas 

 

a. ¿Cuáles 

son las 

características del 

uso del lenguaje 

radiofónico en el 

podcast Serial? 

 

b. ¿Cuáles 

son las 

características 

temáticas y de 

contenido del 

podcast Serial? 

 

c. ¿Cuál es 

el contexto en el 

que surge el 

podcast Serial? 

Objetivos 

específicos 

 

a. Identificar las 

características 

del uso del 

lenguaje 

radiofónico 

del podcast 

Serial. 

 

b. Examinar las 

características 

temáticas y de 

contenido del 

podcast Serial. 

 

c. Determinar el 

contexto en el que 

surge el podcast 

Serial. 

 


