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Abstract  

The goals of this research were to characterize suicidal behavior among a cohort of 

pregnant Peruvian women and identify risk factors for transitions between behaviors. 

The World Health Organization Composite International Diagnostic Interview suicide 

questionnaire was employed to assess suicidal behavior. Discrete-time survival analysis 

was used to study the cumulative age-of-onset distribution. The hazard function was 

calculated to assess the risk of onset of each suicidal behavior. Among 2062 

participants, suicidal behaviors were endorsed by 22.6% of participants; 22.4% reported 

a lifetime history of suicidal ideation, 7.2% reported a history of planning, and 6.0% 

reported attempting suicide. Childhood abuse was most strongly associated with 

suicidal behavior, accounting for a 2.57-fold increased odds of suicidal ideation, nearly 

3-fold increased odds of suicide planning, and 2.43-fold increased odds of suicide 

attempt. This study identified the highest prevalence of suicidal behavior in a population 

of pregnant women outside the USA. Diverse populations of pregnant women and their 

patterns of suicidal behavior transition must be further studied. The association between 

trauma and suicidal behavior indicates the importance of trauma-informed care for 

pregnant women. © 2018 Springer-Verlag GmbH Austria, part of Springer Nature 
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