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1892

University of Chicago 
offers correspondence 

courses

1922

Penn State broadcasts 
courses over the radio

1953

University of Houston 
offers course work on TV

1960

University of Illinois uses 
linked computers for 

remote lectures

1993

Jones University becomes 
first fully accredited 

online college

2016

* 6+ million enrolled in 
online classes

* 2x earn online degrees 
as traditional degrees

Future?

* K-12 education

* Cyberpsychology

* Cybertraining

THE EVOLUTION OF ONLINE EDUCATION



5CREATING AN ONLINE PROGRAM: SOCIAL INTEGRATION

Academic programs need to integrate 

students socially in order to be successful:
ÇTarget Goal #1: Retention

ÇTarget Goal #2: Graduation

Vincent Tintoõs landmark student integration model 

theorizes that students who socially integrate into the 

campus community increase their commitment to the 

institution and are more likely to graduate (Tinto, 1975). 

Recommendations based on Tintoõs theory focused on 

institutional practices that would lead to increased 

academic integration, increased social integration, and 

programs that might assist students in being successful 

in their rights of passage. 



6CREATING AN ONLINE PROGRAM: STUDENT ATTITUDES

Academic programs need to recognize how 

attitudes impact student success:
ÇTarget Goal #1: Persistence

ÇTarget Goal #2: Student and Alumni Satisfaction

John Beanõs theory of student attrition theorizes that how 

students develop self efficacy, internal locus of control, 

approach academic and social work, and develop positive 

attitudes toward attending the school directly impacts 

success (Bean, 1983).

Recommendations based on Beanõs theory prompts 

institutions to develop programs such as: Service-learning 

programs, freshman interest groups and other learning 

communities, freshman orientation seminars, and 

mentoring programs which all hold potential for 

enhancing student success in college. 


